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SANJIO EP-I 09.04.2025
CABINET BRIEFING

The government has approved the doubling of Tirupati-Pakala-
Katpadi single railway line section in Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu.
Briefing media in New Delhi today about the decisions taken during the
Cabinet meeting, Information and Broadcasting Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
said this project will enhance connectivity to educational and medical hubs
of vellore and Tirupati. He said, Chittoor and Tirupati districts of Andhra
Pradesh and Vellore district of Tamil Nadu will be benefited from this
project and the estimated cost will be one thousand 332 crore rupees. He
said, this multi-tracking project will enhance connectivity to around 400
villages and about 14 lakh population. The Minister said, this is an essential
route for transportation of commaodities such as coal, agricultural
commaodities, cement and other minerals.

(S/B- Ashwini Vaishnaw)

<><><> Dipendra/ph/Bhupendra/1536

SANJIO::RZ EP-I 09-04-
2025
REV PREZ SLOVAKIA VISIT

President Droupadi Murmu today discussed various aspects of
bilateral relations and issues of shared global and regional interests with
President Peter Pellegrini of the Slovak Republic during one-to-one meeting
and delegation-level talks in Bratislava. Tthe participants in delegation-
level talks from Indian side included the accompanying Minister of State,
Smt. Nimuben Bambhaniya as well as Members of Parliament, Shri Dhaval
Patel and Smt. Sandhya Ray and senior officials.



The President appreciated the personal commitment and initiative of
President Pellegrini towards strengthening bilateral relations. Both leaders
witnessed the exchange of two MoUs, one on cooperation in the field of
MSMEs between National Small Industries Corporation Ltd. (NSIC)
and the Slovak Business Agency and another on cooperation between
Sushma Swaraj Institute of Foreign Service (SSIFS) and the Slovak
Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs.

During her meeting with President of Slovakia, President Murmu
noted the rising popularity of Indian art and culture in Slovakia. President
Murmu highlighted the immense potential for the two countries to
collaborate more closely in the rapidly expanding media, entertainment and
creative economy sectors of India, including promotion of Slovakia as a
filming destination and a partner in joint film production. She also invited
Slovakia to take part actively in the upcoming WAVE Summit being hosted
by India in Mumbai from 1st to 4th May, 2025.

Earlier, In second leg of her two nation visit, President Murmu
was received by President of the Slovak Republic at the Presidential Palace
in Bratislava. She was extended a traditional Slovak welcome with bread
and salt by a couple in folk dress. The President was accorded a

ceremonial welcome with the Guard of Honour. <<<>>>
NET/ 1601

SANJIO EP-I 09-04-2025

IMD WEATHER

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast heatwave
conditions to continue over northwest India till today. Senior Scientist at
IMD Dr Naresh Kumar said that the effect of the heat wave will be more in
Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh in the coming two days. He said that the effect of
heat waves will be more in Punjab, Haryana, Delhi today. Mr. Kumar added
that the temperature will fall from today. IMD has also issued a red alert
for western Rajasthan today.

BYTE- Naresh Kumar
https://x.com/ANI/status/1909898629638144238
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PM - THIRU KUMARI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has expressed grief over the demise of
veteran leader Thiru Kumari Ananthan. In a social media post, Mr Modi
said, Thiru Kumari Ananthan will be remembered for his noteworthy service
to society and passion towards Tamil Nadu’s progress. Prime Minister said,
the veteran leader also made many efforts to popularise Tamil language
and culture.

<><>DIPENDRA/1648

SANJIO EP-I 09.04.2025
GADKARI- KISAN KUMBH

Minister of Road Transport and Highways Nitin Gadkari has said that
policies should be made to focus rural India, so that the number of
migration could be reduced in the country. Addressing the Kisan Kumbh
2025 in New Delhi today, Mr. Gadkari said, policies should ensure
betterment of the farmers and weaker sections of the rural areas. He said
that only 14 percent contribution of farmers and allied sectors are in the
GDP, and people are migrating to cities.

Sharing his experience, the Minister said that farmers should learn
new technologies and become entrepreneurs. Mr. Gadkari also urged
farmers to exchange their skill and experience with each-other and
contribute to make India self-reliant.

<><>RAHISUDDIEN/1711

SEBI - TRAI

To strengthen investor protection and curb financial fraud, the
Securities and Exchange Board of India,SEBI has directed its regulated
entities to adhere to the latest guidelines set by the Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India, TRAI). In a statement, SEBI today announced that all
regulated entities must use the ‘1600 phone number series exclusively for
service and transactional voice calls to their existing customers. The
markets regulator emphasized that investors should familiarize themselves
with the new '1600' number series to easily identify and respond to calls
from SEBI-regulated entities, thereby improving security and reducing the
risk of fraud by unscrupulous parties using regular 10-digit numbers.



RBI-POLICY

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) cut its policy repo rate by 25 basis
points to six per cent, for the second straight time having cut its rate for
the first time in five years back in February. Announcing this in Mumbai
today, the RBI Governor said that the six-member committee voted
unanimously for the rate cut in the first meeting of the financial year. The
MPC also changed the monetary policy stance from neutral to
accommodative - signalling further reductions in the repo rate.

Consequently the standing deposit facility (SDF) rate will be set at
5.75 per cent, while the marginal standing facility (MSF) rate and the Bank
Rate will be adjusted at 6.25 per cent.

While announcing the decisions, the RBI Governor said that MPC has
also decided to slash the GDP growth forecast to 6.5 per cent in 2025-26
from 6.7 per cent projected earlier. He added that retail inflation is
expected to be 4 per cent in 2025-26. The MPC met on 7, 8 and 9 April.

CONDOLENCES: Chief Minister Revanth Reddy expressed deep shock at the
demise of Tamil Nadu Congress Party senior leader and prominent writer Kumari
Ananthan (Harikrishnan Nadar Ananthan), father of former Telangana Governor
Tamilisai Soundararajan. The 93-year-old Ananthan passed away at a private
hospital in Chennai today due to an age-related illness. Chief Minister recalled that
Kumari Ananthan rendered commendable services as the member of Legislative
Assembly for 4 times and once as a Member of Parliament. PN 7

SLBC: Relief operations at the Srisailam Left Bank Canal (SLBC) tunnel accident
site at Dommalapenta in Nagarkurnool district have been significantly intensified,
with restoration work on loco train track progressing in coordination with ongoing
soil excavation activities inside the tunnel. Among the trapped eight workers in the
tunnel, so far, only bodies of two victims have been recovered and handed over to
their families. Authorities are making special efforts to expedite operations and
rescue the remaining six workers. SLBC Tunnel Special Officer Shivshankar
Loteti held a high-level review meeting today with senior officials involved in
operations, an official statement said. PTC/NK



