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SJA:MS NP-II 20.04.2025
NT. PM SAUDI VISIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi is scheduled to arrive in Jeddah this Tuesday, marking
the first visit by an Indian leader to Saudi Arabia's commercial hub in over four decades. The
high-profile visit underscores the remarkable transformation of India-Saudi relations from
modest beginnings to a comprehensive strategic partnership spanning economic, defense,
and cultural dimensions. India and Saudi Arabia enjoy a robust and multifaceted economic
partnership, underpinned by centuries-old ties and reinforced in recent decades through high-
level exchanges and strategic agreements. The Indian diaspora in Saudi Arabia continues to
strengthen its position as a crucial component of the Kingdom's economic and social fabric.
Recent data indicates the Indian population in Saudi Arabia has grown to approximately 2.7
million, reflecting a nearly 10% increase from the previous year following an influx of 200,000
new workers in 2023-24. This growth underscores the continuing demand for Indian
professionals and workers across multiple sectors of the Saudi economy.

(V/C- VINOD KUMAR)

Indians now constitute the second-largest expatriate group in Saudi Arabia,
representing about 14% of the total foreign resident population. Their
contributions span vital sectors including construction, infrastructure, healthcare,
education, and services, all areas experiencing expansion under Saudi Arabia's
ambitious Vision 2030 program. The Indian Ambassador to Saudi Arabia calls the

diaspora as the living bridges.
(S/B- INDIAN AMBASSADOR)




The community’s economic impact extends beyond labor participation, with

over 3,000 Indian companies now reqgistered and operating in the Kingdom as of

2025. These businesses range from small enterprises to major corporations
investing in Saudi Arabia's developing economy. Lets hear from a diaspora

member who is living in Saudi for the last three decades.
(S/B-SURENDAR PAL SINGH 1SP_VOICE)

In recognition of the community’s importance, the Indian government has
worked with Saudi authorities to implement comprehensive skill verification
programs. These initiatives, which have expanded to cover 65 professions since
2022, aim to enhance workforce quality while protecting Indian workers' rights
and safety. Vinod Kumar for Akashvani News Dubai.

Cultural exchanges have flourished alongside economic ties, with numerous Indian
cultural events, educational institutions, and community organizations active throughout the
Kingdom. The upcoming visit of Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi to Saudi Arabia is
expected to further highlight the diaspora's role in strengthening bilateral relations. As both
nations pursue deeper strategic cooperation across multiple domains including defense,
energy, technology, and trade, the Indian community in Saudi Arabia remains positioned at
the intersection of these growing partnerships, serving as both beneficiaries and catalysts of
the strengthening ties between New Delhi and Riyadh.
<><><>VINOD KUMAR/DUBAI/MAIL/0257 HRS

SJA:MS NP-I 20.04.2025
US VICE PRESIDENT - JAIPUR VISIT

US Vice President James David Vance is coming for a four-day visit to Jaipur tomorrow.
He is scheduled to reach the Pink city tomorrow evening. Along with Jaipur he is scheduled to
visit Agra as well. The US Vice President is coming to Jaipur with his wife Usha Chilukuri and
the esteemed couple is proposed to visit heritage sites of Jaipur like Amer Mahal, City Palace
and Jantar-Mantar. Special arrangements have been made at these historical palaces to
welcome the US Vice President. The Vice President is proposed to attend a session on Indo -
American trade in Jaipur on April 22nd as well, while the next day he will move to Agra to
visit the Taj Mahal. He is scheduled to leave for Washington on April 24th from Jaipur.
<><><>JITENDRA DWIVEDI/JAIPUR/MAIL/2243 HRS

VISHNU MP-1 21.04.2025
PM - CIVIL SERVANTS DAY
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will address Civil Servants today in New Delhi on the
occasion of 17th Civil Services Day. He will also confer the Prime Minister's Awards for
Excellence in Public Administration. Our correspondent has filed this report:
[ V/C - PRIYA]
This year, a total of 16 awards will be given by Prime Minister Narendra Modji

in _the categories of Holistic Development of Districts, Aspirational Blocks
Programme, and Innovation to civil servants. The Prime Minister has always

encouraqged civil servants to dedicate themselves to the cause of citizens, be
committed to public service, and strive towards excellence in their work. Civil

Services Day is _an _occasion for the civil servants across India to rededicate




themselves to the cause of citizens and renew their commitment to public service.
This _date was chosen to commemorate the day when Sardar Vallabhai Patel
addressed the probationers of Administrative Service Officers in 1947. Priya
Mondal, For Akashvani News, Delhi.

<><><> CB/PRIYA/ANAND/0346 HRS

KGS EP-I 20.04.2025
JITENDRA-CIVIL SERVANTS

Union Minister of Personnel, Public Grievances, and Pensions, Dr. Jitendra Singh, today
urged young civil servants to uphold the highest standards of integrity, accountability, and
service. Interacting with the 2023 batch of IAS Officer Trainees, Dr. Singh highlighted India’s
administrative transformation and the Vision for Viksit Bharat@2047. He hailed the largest-
ever representation of women in the history of the Indian Administrative Service, with 74
women officers comprising 41 percent of the current batch of 180 officers. Dr. Singh said that
this record representation is a testament to Prime Minister's unwavering support for inclusive
and progressive governance. The interaction was part of the ongoing Assistant Secretary
Programme, under which the IAS Officer Trainees are attached to 46 Central Ministries for a
period of eight weeks. Dr. Singh remarked that this batch of IAS officers is not only the
youngest and most diverse, but also the most representative of New India’s aspirations.
<><>PALLAVI/1750 HRS
SJA NP-I 17.04.2025
ASHWINI -DBT

Union Minister for Electronics and Information Technology Ashwini Vaishnaw has said
that Direct Beneift Trasfer- DBT initiative of Prime Minister Narendra Modi has saved three
lakh 48 thousand crore rupees by reducing leakage. Quoting a policy paper titled a
Quantitative Assessment of India’s DBT System, Mr Vaishnaw in a social media post said that
under this welfare delivery model , the coverage of beneficiaries has increased by 16 times.
According to the policy paper, the country's DBT system, implemented in 2013, has redefined
welfare delivery by enhancing transparency, curbing leakages, and ensuring precise fund
distribution. This policy document evaluates a decade of data from 2009 to 2024 to assess
DBT's impact on budgetary efficiency, subsidy rationalization, and social outcomes. It added
that Aadhaar-linked authentication eliminated ghost beneficiaries, enabling coverage
expansion without proportional fiscal. It said DBT has optimized resource utilization, enabling
broader beneficiary reach with lower fiscal outlays. By replacing inefficient subsidies with
targeted transfers, India has achieved measurable gains in welfare efficiency.

<><><>ANAND/PRIYA/2233HRS

KGS::RZ EP-1 20.04.2025
EVE. J&K-LANDSLIDES

In Jammu & Kashmir, relief and rescue operations are underway since last night as
roads are closed down due to landslides following cloud burst in Seri Bagna area of Ramban
district in Jammu region. Three people were killed in the incident including two children and one old
aged person. More than 100 people were rescued. The officials informed that there have been heavy
hailstorm, multiple landslides and gusty winds throughout last night in the Ramban region and the



surrounding areas. The landslides and flash floods destroyed many properties in Ramban and also
some vehicles along Srinagar Jammu National Highway in Ramban area. The historic Mughal Road,
the alternate National Highway which connects twin border districts of Rajouri and Poonch of Jammu
division with the Shopian district in Kashmir valley has been reopened for vehicular traffic. The
highway was opened only for light motor vehicles (LMVs) travelling from Poonch towards
Shopian. However, the Jammu-Srinagar National Highway (NH-44), Srinagar-Sonamarg-
Gumri (SSG) Road, and Sinthan Road continue to remain closed due to prevailing weather
and road conditions. The authorities have advised commuters to refrain from travelling on these
closed routes until further notice. Travelers are urged to stay updated through official channels for
real-time information. For road status and assistance, commuters can contact the following helpline
numbers: Traffic Control Unit (TCU) Jammu: 0191-2459048, 0191-2740550, 9419147732, 103, TCU
Srinagar: 0194-2450022, 2485396, 18001807091, 103, TCU Ramban: 9419993745, 1800-180-7043,
TCU Udhampur: 8491928625, PCR Kishtwar: 9906154100, PCR Kargil: 9541902330, 9541902331 and
PCR Ganderbal: 9906668731. Travelers are also encouraged to check updates via the official Traffic
Police Twitter handle and Facebook page.

Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha and Chief Minister Omar Abdullah has expressed grief over
the loss of lives due to flash-floods triggered by incessant rain in Ramban district early morning
today. Omar Abdullah said that for now, the focus remains on managing the situation on the ground.
He added that Citizens are advised to follow travel advisories and avoid non-essential movement in
vulnerable areas. @ <><><> N. GULSHAN RAINA/ JAMMU/ MAIL/CB/ 1745 HRS

SJA NP-11 20.04.2025
PALESTINIANS-KILLED

At least 29 Palestinians were killed in Israeli attacks on Gaza on Sunday, according to the Civil
Defence in Gaza. In central Gaza, 10 people were killed and some others wounded by an Israel
airstrike. Mahmoud Basal, spokesperson for the Civil Defence, told the media. In southern
Gaza, a Palestinian woman was killed and four others wounded in an Israeli drone attack on a
tent and four others were killed in another two separate Israeli attacks on the city, Basal said.
One Palestinian was Kkilled in an Israeli artillery strike northwest of Rafah city, and five others
were killed in another Israeli airstrike in the city. Besides, eight people were killed in separate Israeli
airstrikes in northern Gaza, Basal said. The Israeli army has not commented on these incidents yet.

<><><>SJA/IANS/0115 HRS
VISHNU MP-11 21.04.2025
IPL T20 CRICKET

In IPL T20 Cricket, hosts Mumbai Indians defeated Chennai Super Kings by 9 wickets At
Wankhede Stadium last night. Put in to Bat first, Chennai Super Kings posted 176 for 5 in their
stipulated 20 overs. In reply, Mumbai chased down the 177-run target with ease, losing just one
wicket in just 15.4 overs. Rohit Sharma led the charge with a stellar unbeaten 76 off 45 balls,
marking a return to form, while Suryakumar Yadav smashed a rapid 68 off just 30 deliveries. The
duo’s explosive 114-run stand ensured a commanding victory for Mumbai Indians, with 26 balls to
spare. Rohit was awarded Player of the Match, his 20th such honor in IPL history, the most by any
Indian player. In another match of the day, Royal Challengers Bengaluru defeated Punjab Kings by
seven wickets at Maharaja Yadavindra Singh International Stadium in Chandigarh. Chasing the target
of 158 runs, Royal Challengers Bengaluru hit 159 runs for 3 wickets in 18.5 overs. Earlier, put in to
bat, Punjab Kings scored 157 runs for 6 in stipulated 20 over. Today, Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR)
and Gujarat Titans (GT) will clash at Eden Garden in Kolkats this evening. The match will begin at
7.30 pm.
<><><> MAYUR/NET/0606 HRS



