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REV. CABINET-BRIEFING

Government today decided to include the caste enumeration in the forthcoming
census exercise. The Cabinet Committee on Political Affairs chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has taken a decision in this regard. Briefing media in New Delhi about
the decision, Information and Broadcasting Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said some
states have done this well, while some others have conducted such surveys
purely from a political angle and in a non-transparent way. He added that
such surveys have created doubts in society. Mr Vaishnaw said, considering
all these facts and to ensure that the country’s social fabric is not disturbed
by politics, caste enumeration should be transparently included in the Census
instead of surveys. The Minister highlighted that it will strengthen the social
and economic structure of the society while the nation continues to progress.
He underlined that the move demonstrates that the Narendra Modi
government is committed to the values and interests of the society and
country, like in the past when it had introduced ten per cent reservation for
the economically weaker sections without causing stress in any section of
the society.

(S/B- Ashwini Vaishnaw)

Taking on opposition Congress, Mr Vaishnaw said, the opposition party
ruled governments have always opposed caste census. The Minister said, in
2010, then Prime Minister Late Dr Manmohan Singh had assured the Lok
Sabha that the matter of caste census would be considered in the Cabinet
and a Group of Ministers was formed to consider this subject. He said, most
of the political parties had recommended caste census, despite this, Congress
government decided to conduct only a survey instead of caste census.

Mr Vaishnaw alleged that it is well understood that Congress and its



alliance partners have used Caste Census only as a political tool.

During the briefing, the Minister informed that the Cabinet Committee
on Economic Affairs(CCEA) has approved a new highway from Shillong to Silchar
with the cost of 22 thousand 864 crore rupees. Mr Vaishnaw said the project will prove
instrumental in the development of the North Eastern region. He also said, the length of
the highway will be over 166 kilometers and it will improve connectivity to Tripura,
Mizoram, Manipur and the Barak valley region of Assam.

The CCEA also approved fair and remunerative price of sugarcane for sugar
season 2025-26 at 355 rupees per quintal for the farmers. Mr. Vaishaw added that that
decision will benefit five crore sugarcane farmers, as well as five lakh workers employed
in the sugar mills and related ancillary activities.

(S/B- Ashwini Vaishnaw)

MUMBAI- WAVES SUMMIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the India's first-of-its-kind World
Audio Visual Entertainment Summit (WAVES) 2025 at Jio World Convention Centre in
Mumbai tomorrow. The four-day summit with tagline Connecting Creators, Connecting
Countries is poised to position India as a global hub for media, entertainment, and
digital innovation. The summit will integrate films, OTT, gaming, comics, digital media,
Artificial Intelligence, broadcasting, and emerging tech, making it a comprehensive
showcase of India's media and entertainment prowess. Our correspondent reports that
Prime Minister Modi will also visit the Creatosphere and interact with creators, selected
from the 32 Create in India Challenges.

(V/C - DIPENDRA/PRARTHNA)

The four days event will bring together creators, startups, industry
leaders, and policymakers from across the world. The summit will witness
participation from over 90 countries, with more than ten thousand delegates.
During the summit India will host the Global Media Dialogue, for the first
time, with ministerial participation from 25 countries, marking a milestone in
the country’s engagement with the global media and entertainment
landscape. The event aims to unlock a 50 billion dollars market by 2029,
expanding India’s foolprint in the global entertainment economy. The
Summit will also feature the WAVES Bazaar. a global e-marketplace with
over six thousand buyers, over five thousand sellers, and two thousand
projects. It aims to connect buyers and sellers locally and globally, ensuring

wide-reaching networking and business opportunities. Prarthna, Akashwani
News Mumbai.<>

PM-MAHARASHTRA VISIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will embark on a two day visit to Maharashtra,
Kerala and Andhra Pradesh from tomorrow. On the first day of his visit, the Prime
Minister will inaugurate the World Audio Visual and Entertainment Summit (WAVES) in



Mumbai. On the next day, he will travel to Kerala and dedicate Vizhinjam International
Deepwater Multipurpose Seaport to the nation . It is the country's first dedicated
container trans-shipment port that represents the transformative advancements being
made in India’s maritime sector as part of the unified vision of Viksit Bharat. Mr Modi
will also address the gathering on the occasion.

Thereafter, Mr Modi will inaugurate, lay the foundation stone and dedicate to the
nation multiple development projects worth over 58 thousand crore rupees in
Amaravati. In line with his commitment to ensure world-class infrastructure and
connectivity across the country, Mr Modi will inaugurate 7 National Highway projects in
Andhra Pradesh. These projects will further enhance road safety, create employment
opportunities, provide seamless connectivity to religious and tourist places like Tirupati,
Srikalahasti, Malakonda and Udayagiri Fort among others. He will also dedicate to the
nation railway projects aimed at enhancing connectivity and boosting capacity. These
projects are doubling the rail line between Bugganapalle Cement Nagar and Panyam
stations, enhancing connectivity between Rayalaseema and Amaravati and construction
of a third rail line between New West Block Hut Cabin and Vijayawada stations. He will
also lay the foundation stone of 6 National Highway projects and one Railway project.
These projects will improve connectivity, inter-state travel, reduce congestion and
improve overall logistics efficiency.

DAY CHAR DHAM YATRA

The Char Dham Yatra began in Uttarakhand today with the opening of the
portals of Gangotri and Yamunotri temple for devotees in the Uttarkashi district on the
auspicious occasion of Akshay Tritiya. The portals were opened amid chanting of Vedic
hymns and other religious rituals. Devotees from different parts of the country have
reached Uttarkashi district to offer prayers at Gangotri and Yamunotri Dham. Chief
Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami also offered prayers on the occasion. The portals of
Kedarnath Dham will open on Friday, while the gates of Badrinath Dham will open on
Sunday.

This year, the pilgrimage is anticipated to be more divine and grand, with the
state government leaving no stone unturned to ensure comprehensive arrangements
for the convenience of pilgrims. State Government has made elaborate arrangements
with special focus on security, traffic management, crowd control, health and sanitation.
A mock drill was also conducted to test the preparations.

The Chardham Yatra attracts millions of devotees every year from across the
country and abroad.

RAIJNATH-MOSCOW VISIT

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh will visit Russia to attend victory day parade to
be held in Moscow on 9" of May. Sources in the External Affairs Ministry said that



Russia had extended an invitation to Prime Minister Narendra Modi to attend the
ceremony. It added that Russian side was informed earlier that Defence Minister will
represent India at the parade.

JAMMU-ARMY CHIEF

Lieutenant General Pratik Sharma today took over as the new Commander-in-
Chief of the Udhampur-based Northern Army Command. Akashvani Jammu
Correspondent reports that Mr. Sharma is replacing Lieutenant General MV Suchendra
Kumar after his 15 month tenure in office. The incumbent Lieutenant General Suchindra
Kumar retires today with an illustrious service of more than 30 years. With an illustrious
career spanning across three decades, Lieutenant General Sharma is an infantry officer
who has served in varied operational environments. He was a part of key operations
such as operations Pawan, Meghdoot, Rakshak and Parakram. Lieutenant General
Sharma has held key appointments, including Director General Military Operations,
Military Secretary Branch. He was also the Director General of Information Warfare at
the newly institutionalised Information Directorate at the Army Headquarters in New
Delhi.<>

RESULTS: Council for the Indian School Certificate Examinations has declared
the Class 10, ICSE and Class 12, ISC results. In ICSE, girls have done better than
boys with a pass percentage of 99.37 percent. Boys have achieved a pass
percentage of 98.84 percent. In ISC as well, girls have outshone boys.



