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BAIG:SUSHMA NP-1 31.03.2025

GADKARI- E VEHICLES

Union Minister of Road Transport and Highways Nitin
Gadkari has stated that Electric vehicles are the best option to reduce air
pollution menace in the country. Mr. Gadkari inaugurated the e-bicycle
through Shrikant Bapat's Lab India today in Thane, Maharashtra. The
Union minister stated that air pollution is a big problem in the country but
the central government has accepted the responsibility of eliminating this
problem. He also expressed confidence that India will be the top in the
production of electric vehicles by 2030 and added that the price of petrol,
diesel and electric cars will remain the same in the coming time.

<><><>ANKITA APTE, NIVEDITA BHORKAR/MUMBAI/2133
VISHNU MP-1 01.04.2025



MORN. PREZ-RBI CEREMONY

President Droupadi Murmu will attend the closing ceremony of the
90th-anniversary celebrations of the Reserve Bank of India, RBI, in Mumbai
today. Union Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia, Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis, and other dignitaries will be present at the event. RBI
Governor Sanjay Malhotra will deliver the welcome address. President
Murmu arrived in Mumbai yesterday evening on a two-day visit to Mumbai.
She was welcomed at the airport by Governor CP Radhakrishnan and
Deputy Chief Minister Eknath Shinde.

<><><> CB/ANKITA/NIVEDITA/MUMBAI/MAIL/0521 HRS
VISHNU MP-1 01.04.2025

CHILE PREZ VISIT

President of Chile, Gabriel Boric Font will be on a five-day visit to
India from today. He will be accompanied by a high-level delegation,
including Ministers, Members of Parliament, business associations and
prominent Chileans involved in the India-Chile cultural connect. This will be
President Boric’s first visit to India as President. During the visit, President
Boric will hold talks with Prime Minister Narendra Modi this afternoon,
covering the entire gamut of India-Chile relations. He will also meet with
President Droupadi Murmu, who will host a banquet in his honor. President
Boric will also visit Agra, Mumbai, and Bengaluru before returning to Chile
on 5" of April. In Mumbai and Bengaluru, he will meet the political
leadership, business and industry representatives, startups, innovators and
tech leaders.

<><><> ANAND/DIPENDRA/0354 HRS

SANJIO EP-I 31.03.2025
PENSION SCHEME - UPS (V/C)

The Unified Pension Scheme (UPS) for Central Government
employees will come into with effect from tomorrow. The UPS is introduced
by the Central Government as an option under the National Pension
System. The Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority, PFRDA
has recently notified regulations for operationalisation of the UPS. The
regulations pertain to three groups of central government employees. The



first category includes an existing central government employee in service
as on 1st April 2025, who is covered under NPS, while the second category
includes new recruits in the central government services, who join service
on or after the 1st day of April 2025. The third category includes a central
government employee who were part of the NPS and retired on or before
31st of this month, whether through regular retirement and voluntary
retirement are eligible for UPS. Our Correspondent reports that about 23
lakh central government employees will be benefited from this scheme.
<><>DIPENDRA/ANAND/1639

SANJIO EP-1 31/03/2025
RIJIJU- WAQF BILL

Union Minority Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju has appealed to all the
political parties to participate in a detailed discussion on the Waqgf
Amendment Bill when it will be brought in Parliament. Addressing media in
New Delhi, Mr Rijiju said, the Bill is ready and some leaders are spreading
lies over the bill which is very detrimental to the society and the nation. He
said, such attempts for misguiding the innocent people are condemnable.
He said, the widest ever consultations over the bill has been done by the
Joint Parliamentary Committee. Mr Rijiju said that the Committee to which
the Bill was referred for wider consultations, deliberated in detail with
every stakeholder.

(Byte- Kiren Rijiu )

<><> Anand / Dipendra 1947
BAIG: SUSHMA NP-1 31/03/2025
INDIA- MYANMAR RELIEF

Under Operation Brahma, 50 tonnes of Humanitarian Assistance and
Disaster Relief (HADR) material, carried by INS Satpura and INS Savitri,
were handed over today in Yangon, Myanmar. The relief materials were
presented by India's Ambassador to Myanmar, Abhay Thakur. In a social
media post, the Embassy of India in Yangon stated that with six Indian Air
Force aircraft and five Indian Navy ships, India's large-scale first-responder
assistance has been delivered to Yangon, Naypyitaw, and Mandalay.

<><> Anand 2330

BAIG:SUSHMA NP-I 31.03.2025



MP-LIQUOR BAN

In Madhya Pradesh, a ban on liquor in 19 religious cities and
areas under select gram panchayats including Ujjain, Omkareshwar,
Maheshwar, and Maihar, comes into effect from Tuesday. A government
official today confirmed that all liquor shops and bars will be closed in the
urban limits of Ujjain, Omkareshwar, Maheshwar, Mandleshwar, Orchha,
Maihar, Chitrakoot, Datia, Panna, Mandla, Multai, Mandsaur, and
Amarkantak. The liquor ban will also be imposed in the gram panchayat
limits of Salkanpur, Kundalpur, Bandakpur, Barmankalan, Barmankhurd, and
Linga. The BJP government has declared these 19 urban and rural areas as
completely sacred, imposing a total liquor ban within their jurisdiction. The
decision, announced by Chief Minister Mohan Yadav and approved by the
cabinet in a meeting held in Maheshwar on 24th January, this year, was
made in recognition of the area's religious significance.

<><><> BAIG/PTI/0255 Hrs.
BAIG: SUSHMA NP-1 31/03/2025
JITENDRA - AP MINISTER

Andhra Pradesh’s Health Minister, Y. Satya Kumar, today called on
Union Minister of Science and Technology, Dr. Jitendra Singh, in New
Delhi. During the meeting, the two leaders discussed ways to upscale
biotechnology-related projects in the state and enhance ongoing initiatives
with central support. Expressing gratitude to the Narendra Modi
government for its continued assistance, Satya Kumar emphasized Andhra
Pradesh’s commitment to leveraging biotechnology for both healthcare
advancements and industrial applications. He highlighted the need for
increased cooperation to bring cutting-edge innovations to the state. Dr.
Jitendra Singh assured full support from the Centre, reaffirming that
biotechnology remains a priority sector under the current government. He
stressed the transformative potential of biotechnology in areas such as
healthcare, pharmaceuticals, and sustainable startups, noting that Andhra
Pradesh could play a key role in driving these advancements
<><> Anand 2336
US-RUSSIA TALKS

The Kremlin today said that the United States and Russia were
working on ideas around a possible peace settlement in Ukraine and on
building bilateral ties. The statement comes after US President Donald



Trump while talking to media said he was angry with Russian President
Vladimir Putin over his comments about Ukraine's President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy. The Russian President last week criticised the credibility of
President Zelenskyy, suggesting that an interim government in Ukraine
under the support of the UN could replace him. The US President said he
will put secondary tariffs on all oil coming out of Russia if he thinks Moscow
is to blame for failing to reach a ceasefire.

Meanwhile, the war in Ukraine continues with Russia carrying out
strikes in Kharkiv for a second night, and Ukraine aiming drones at Russia.

In another development, the Swedish government today announced
a new military aid package to Ukraine worth 1.2 billion pounds. It is the
biggest military aid package till date from the Nordic country. Talking to
reporters, Defence Minister Pal Jonson said, Sweden wants to send the
message that it is both intensifying its support and increasing its strength
and scope. In a post on a social media platform, Mr Jonson said, the
package includes support for Ukraine's air defence, artillery, satellite
communications and maritime capacity. He added that an export guarantee
will be introduced for defence exports so that more companies can support
Ukraine by providing requested.
SWATI/NET/1927

IMD
India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast above normal
maximum temperature over most parts of the country during April to June
this year. IMD Director General, Mrutyunjay Mohapatra said, the minimum
temperatures will also be above normal in most regions during this period.
He said, from April to June, most parts of north and east India, central
India, and the plains of northwest India are expected to experience two to
four more heatwave days than normal. Dr Mohapatra said, usually, India
records four to seven heatwave days from April to June.
[(null) - 2100 - MRITUNJAY MOHAPATRA - IMD -]

Dr Mohapatra said, the rainfall during April this year is most likely to

be normal.

VISHNU MP-II 01.04.2025
IPL T20 CRICKET

In IPL T20 Cricket, Mumbai Indians defeated Kolkata Knight Riders
by eight wickets at the Wankhede Stadium in Mumbai last night. Mumbai



comfortably chased down the target of 117 in 12.5 overs, reaching to 121
runs with the loss of just two wickets. Mumbai opener Ryan Rickelton led
the chase with an unbeaten 62 runs off 41 balls, while Suryakumar Yadav
followed up with a rapid 27 from just 9 balls to seal the victory.

Earlier, put in to bat first, Kolkata Knight Riders were bundled out for
just 116 runs in 16.2 overs. Angkrish Raghuvanshi was the top scorer for
Kolkata with 26 runs, while debutant Ashwani Kumar scalped four wickets
for Mumbai. He also became the the first Indian to claim a four-wicket
haul on his IPL debut. Kumar was adjudged Player of the Match.

In today's fixture, Lucknow Super Giants will face Punjab Kings at
Ekana Cricket Stadium in Lucknow. The match will begin at 7.30 PM. Both
teams have 2 points, with Lucknow in third place and Punjab in fifth.
Lucknow won their last match against Sunrisers Hyderabad by 5 wickets
but lost to Delhi Capitals by 1 wicket. Punjab, on the other hand, defeated
Gujarat Titans by 11 runs.

<><><> NET/CB/0442 HRS



