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NT. PRESIDENT LISBON

President Droupadi Murmu attended the Ceremony to deliver City Key
of Honour. The ceremony is being organized by the Mayor of Lisbon Carlos
Manuel to present the key of the city in her honour. Key to the City of
Lisbon, is the highest honour accorded by the city of Lisbon. President
while addressing the ceremony said that Indian citizens represent the
fourth largest community in Portugal, serving as a bridge between the two
cultures and contributing to the country's economy. President said that the
influence of cultural relations between India and Portugal can be seen in
our culture, civilization and various arts like yoga. President further said
that guided by Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam to build a Viksit Bharat in 2047,
we will continue to work towards a sustainable world, where we see
Portugal as a reliable partner.



<><><>POO0JA P. VARDHAN/LISBON/MAIL/2215 HRS
SJA NPII 07.04.2025
SITHARAMAN UK VISIT

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman arrived in London on Monday
evening at the start of a six-day official tour of Europe from April 8-13,
which will also cover Austria.

The Ministry of Finance announced her arrival with a social media
post after the Indian High Commissioner to the UK, Vikram Doraiswami,
received the minister at Heathrow Airport.

Sitharaman is scheduled to kick-start her UK visit with an in-
conversation session at the High Commission of India in London in
partnership with the London School of Economics (LSE) on Tuesday. This
will be followed by the 13th Ministerial Round of the India-UK Economic
and Financial Dialogue (EFD) with her UK counterpart, Chancellor Rachel
Reeves, on Wednesday.

<><><>SJA/PTI/0053 HRS

VISHNU::HK MP-1I 08.04.2025
GUJARAT - AICC

The 84th National Convention of the All India Congress Committee
(AICC) will begin in Ahmedabad in Gujarat today. On the first day, the
meeting of the Central Working Committee, the highest decision-making
body of the Congress, will be held today at the Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
National Memorial in Ahmedabad, while the AICC session itself will be held
at Sabarmati Riverfront tomorrow. Congress National President Mallikarjun
Kharge, Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi, Congress
Parliamentary Party Leader Sonia Gandhi, Chief Ministers of Congress-ruled
states, State Presidents of states, and members of the Congress Working
Committee will take part in the event. A report from our correspondent:

(V/C-APARNA KHUNT)
"This will be Congress Party’s second AICC session in Gujarat

post-independence which is being held on the 100th anniversary
of Mahatma Gandhi's party presidency and the 150th birth
anniversary of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. During two days, the
party leaders will brainstorm on several key issues of national
polity and will also decide on a roadmap for the revival of the
party. The slew of announcements regarding its organizational




restructuring are likely to be made.

Later in the evening today, party leaders and delegates will
gather for a prayer meeting at Sabarmati Ashram, the symbolic
centre of Mahatma Gandhi’s freedom movement. Cultural
programme will also be held in the evening at the Riverfront
Event Centre on the banks of the Sabarmati River. The national
convention itself will be held tomorrow with more than 3,000
delegates expected to attend from across the country. Aparna
Khunt//Akashvani News//Ahmedabad. "

<><><> APARNA KHUNT/AHMEDABAD/MAIL/0606
SANJIO EP-I 07-04-2025
VAISHNAW-DTU

Union Minister for Electronics and Information Technology Ashwini
Vaishnaw today inaugurated the Vinod Dham Centre of Excellence for
Semiconductors and Microelectronics at Delhi Technological University-
DTU. In his address, The Minister said that today's youth have many
opportunities available to start a startup. He added that in today's time, the
youth have access to technology, mentorship, funding and global markets.
Talking to the Media, Mr. Vaisnaw said that in this semiconductor lab,
students can actually learn the manufacturing ,the fabrication and the
design process combined. The Minister stated that the evaluation of AI LLM
applications is in its final stage. He said that within the next few weeks the
ministry should be able to award a first few LLM model teams, which then
will start getting the funding under the AI mission. Additionally, Mr.
Vaishnaw informed that after the first tranche of 14000 GPUs that country
got as a part of the AI mission, the empanelment process for the second
tranche is underway.

BYTE - ASHWINI VAISHNAW NSD WHATSAPP GROUP
<<<>>>AKSHIT/1955
EXCISE DUTY

Government has decided to increase the excise duty on petrol and
diesel by two rupees per litre. However, oil marketing companies have
clarified that there will be no hike in retail prices of the two petroleum
products. Briefing media in New Delhi, Petroleum and Natural Gas Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri has said that the hike in excise duty will not pass on
the consumers. According to the notification issued by the Finance Ministry,
the excise duty has been raised by two rupees on petrol and diesel, which
will be effective from tomorrow.




<><><>Bhupendra/1618
SJA:MS NP-I 07.04.2025
MUMBAI INDIA GLOBAL FORUM

Union Minister for Commerce and Industry Piyush Goyal today said
that India looks forward to working with countries that follow fair trade
practices and offer equal opportunities to do business. Speaking at the
India Global Forum on Monday, Piyush Goyal said that Indian companies
are competent and can perform well if fair trade practices are followed.

Mr. Goyal said that the foundation of China's growth was fuelled by
unfair trade practices. Speaking on models that impinge upon multilateral
trade rules, Goyal noted hidden subsidies, labour practices and efforts to
demolish sectors are main problems. He said that the focus is to bring back
fair play, pricing of goods and services at an honest value. He added that
the world may be in further turbulence if we are not able to bring this
balance.

Union Minister Piyush Goyal also delivered a keynote address at the
98th Foundation Day of FICCI in Mumbai. While commending the
organisation’s contributions to strengthening industry practices and
emphasised the importance of fostering collaboration, promoting quality
consciousness, adopting a modern & agile approach, and staying attuned
to global developments, the Minister urged stakeholders to deepen their
focus on Aatmanirbharta, innovation & competitiveness to meet the
evolving demands of India and the world.
<><><>C PRARTHANA/MAIL/2308 HRS
SJA:MS NP-I 07.04.2025
SHIVRAJ SINGH CHOUHAN-NANDURBAR VISIT

Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare and Rural
Development Shivraj Singh Chouhan today inaugurated the ‘Krishi Gyan
Vigyan Mandapam' and Women Technology Park in Nandurbar district of
Maharashtra. On this occasion, he expressed belief that this centre will
become the basis of advanced agriculture and will give impetus to the
resolution of developed India. During his one-day visit to Nandurbar, he
also participated in the program organized by Dr. Hedgewar Seva Samiti at
the Krishi Vigyan Kendra in Nandurbar. While addressing the gathering on
this occasion, he said to make the villages poverty free, we will try to make
them self-reliant through various government schemes. He said we should
take a pledge to make every village of in Nandurbar district poverty free.

Union Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh Chauhan said that use of



chemical fertilizers is not only affecting human health, but the health of the
earth is also deteriorating. The Union Minister said that due to these
reasons, National Natural Farming Mission has been started to promote
natural farming under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi. He
said that natural farming can be done in some villages in Nandurbar district
for which the Krishi Vigyan Kendra will provide training and make necessary
arrangements for the same.

On water conversation and rainwater harvesting, Mr. Chouhan said
that MNREGA funds can be used to build water structures, save water and
send water to the ground.
<><><>C PRARTHANA/SWEETY/MAIL/2256 HRS
SANJIO:AK EP-I
07.04.2025
CHHATTISGARH- MAOISTS

A total of 31 Maoists have surrendered today in Dantewada and
Narayanpur districts of Chhattisgarh. Twenty -six Maoists have surrendered
today in Dantewada district. a A reward of four and a half lakh rupees was
declared on three of these Maoists. These Maoists surrendered to
Superintendent of Police Gaurav Rai. Meanwhile, in Narayanpur district,
five women Maoists have surrendered. A reward of one lakh rupees each
was declared on these. Maoists who surrendered were given a check of
twenty-five thousand rupees each as incentives. Apart from this, they will
be given all kinds of facilities available under Naxal Rehabilitation Policy.
<><><>VIKALP SHUKLA/MAIL/1902 HRS
SANJIO EP-I 07.04.2025

OPERATION BRAHMA

Ambassador of India to Myanmar, Abhay Thakur today discussed
India's ongoing relief assistance under Operation Brahma with Deputy
Prime Minister Tin Aung San, Ministers Dr. Soe Win and Dr. Kan Zaw, and
Deputy Foreign Minister U Lwin Oo in Naypyitaw. He also visited the local
Kali Amman temple in Pyinmana and met the Indian community.

<><>Suparna/1956 hrs
SJA NP-II 07.04.2025
SRI LANKA- POPULATION

Sri Lanka’s population stands at 2.17 crore according to the 2024



census released on Monday. This represents an increase of more than 14
lakhs from the last census of 2012, the Census and Statistics Department
said. The Western province has the highest percentage with 28.1 of the
population while the Northern with 5.3 remains the lowest among the nine
provinces.

<><><>SJA/PTI/0101 HRS

SJA NPII 07.04.2025
NT. IPL CRICKET

In IPL T20 Cricket, Royal Challengers Bangalore defeated Mumbai
Indians by 12 runs at Wankhede Stadium in Mumbai tonight. They have set
a victory target of 222 runs for Mumbai Indians. RCB scored 221 runs for 5
wickets in the stipulated 20 overs. MI scored 209 runs for the loss of 9
wickets in 20 overs. Earlier, Mumbai Indians won the toss and elected to
field.

<><><>SJA/NET/2354 HRS



