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EVE. MP - AMIT SHAH VISIT

Union Home and Cooperative Minister Amit Shah praised the
transformative changes in India's cooperative sector since the Modi
government created the Ministry of Cooperation. Addressing a state-level
cooperative conference in Bhopal, Mr. Shah emphasized how the
government integrated rural development, agriculture, and animal
husbandry under a unified approach for the first time in India’s history.

He highlighted the central government's role in standardizing
cooperative rules, with all states adopting the model bylaws. Shah noted
that this had revitalized the sector, with cooperative banks now expanding
beyond short-term agricultural finance.

Mr. Shah noted the growing role of PACS, which now operate in over
20 states, offering services beyond agricultural finance, including selling
medicines and distributing water. He said, through seed, organic, and
export cooperatives, farmers are receiving fair prices and direct payments
into their bank accounts.

In another key reform, Mr. Shah shared that small-scale farmers—
owning as little as 2.5 acres—would now be able to produce seeds,
supported by the newly launched 'Seed Cooperative' to ensure fair prices
for their produce.

An MoU was signed between the Madhya Pradesh Milk Union and the
National Dairy Development Board (NDDB), with plans to increase the
number of milk cooperatives in the state from 6,000 to 9,000.

The conference was chaired by Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Dr.



Mohan Yadav. Madhya Pradesh Cooperative Minister Vishwas Sarang,
Animal Husbandry and Dairy Development Minister Lakhan Patel as well as
officials of the National Dairy Development Board and Madhya Pradesh's
Cooperative, Animal Husbandry and Dairy Department were also present in
the programme.

<> SANJEEV SHARMA/BHOPAL/MAIL/1610 HRS

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will launch multiple projects in Haryana on the
occasion of Ambedkar Jayanti tomorrow. The Prime Minister will flag off a
commercial flight from Hisar to Ayodhya and lay the foundation stone of the new
terminal building of Hisar airport. In Yamunanagar, the Prime Minister will
inaugurate and lay the foundation stone of development projects including 800
MW power unit of Deenbandhu Chhotu Ram Thermal Power Plant, Compressed
Biogas Plant in Mukarabpur and over 14 km Rewari Bypass project under
Bharatmala Project, at the cost of over one thousand crore rupees.
<><><>

The main function to celebrate the 135th birth anniversary of Babasaheb
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, will be organized at the Prerna Sthal, Parliament House
Lawns in New Delhi tomorrow. The event will begin with floral tribute to the
father of the Indian Constitution Babasaheb Ambedkar by President Droupadi
Murmu, Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar and Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
PRESIDENT-AMBEDKAR JAYANTI: President Droupadi Murmu has greeted

fellow citizens on the eve of the birth anniversary of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar. In a
message, the President said that in his inspiring life, Babasaheb created a
distinct identity of his own despite facing extreme difficulties and earned respect
around the world with his extraordinary achievements. The President described
Babasaheb as a man of prodigious abilities and a multifaceted personality,
highlighting that he was an economist, educationist, jurist, and a great social
reformer. She said that Babasaheb was an ardent advocate of an egalitarian
society and he waged a lifelong struggle for economic and social rights of women
and deprived classes. President Murmu emphasized that Babasaheb considered
education as an important tool for social change and empowerment of the
downtrodden. She added that his contributions across various fields will continue
to inspire future generations to work with commitment for nation-building. The
President also urged everyone to pledge to adopt the ideals of Dr. Ambedkar in
their lives and work to build a nation that embodies the spirit of social harmony



and equality.
<><><>

The Directorate of Revenue Intelligence has seized 52.67 kilograms of
methamphetamine, worth over 52 crore rupees from the outskirts of Mizoram.
Two persons involved in trafficking the drug were arrested. The Ministry of
Finance in a statement today said that the operation was carried out late at night
on 11th April. It added that the operation uncovered a novel method of
concealing and transporting smuggled drugs. Around 53 meticulously packed,
brick-sized packets were found hidden within the folds of the truck’s tarpaulin
cover.

<><><>
EVE WB-VIOLENCE: In West Bengal, twelve more people were arrested

in connection with the violent protests over the Waqgf (Amendment) Act 2025,
taking the total number of arrests so far to 150. No new incident of violence is
reported from anywhere in the Muslim-majority district of Murshidabad today,
with security forces keeping a close vigil. The situation in Suti, Dhulian,
Samserganj and Jangipur areas of the district is peaceful. The DGP of State
police Rajeev Kumar reached Murshidabad yesterday to assess the situation at
ground level by visiting different blocks of the district. He also held a meeting
with the BSF. After this, the central forces staged a flag march in the affected
areas of the district.

The decision to deploy the BSF was taken after the Calcutta High Court
ordered immediate intervention by Central forces. The court decision has been
welcomed by the West Bengal Governor Dr. CV Ananda Bose. He shared his
concerns over the deteriorating law and order situation in the state with the
Centre.

BIP MP Jyotirmay Singh Mahato has written to Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, demanding the imposition of AFSPA in Murshidabad and three other
districts amid violence triggered due to anti-Wagf protests. TMC MLA Humayun
Kabir condemns violence in Murshidabad, saying all have the right to live
peacefully. Stressing the need for strong action against the perpetrators of
violence, the legislator of Bharatpur in the Muslim-majority Murshidabad district,
also said that every citizen, irrespective of his or her religious beliefs, has the
right to live peacefully without any threat and intimidation.

Meanwhile, hundreds of people affected by violence in West Bengal's
Murshidabad district have crossed the Bhagirathi River and taken shelter in
adjoining Malda. Local administration has arranged for accommodation and food
for the fleeing violence-hit families and gave them shelter in schools, while
deploying volunteers at the river bank to assist those arriving in boats.
<>L<><>



GOVT-HIGHWAYS

The government is planning to invest 10 lakh crore rupees over the next
two years to strengthen highways across the country, with special focus on the
Northeast and border areas. In an interview to a news agency, Road Transport
and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari said, the Centre is working to transform the
country's infrastructure drastically in the next two years so that it matches the
best in the world. He asserted, the government is planning to take up projects to
enhance infrastructure in the Northeast where roads will rival those in the United
States. The Minister said, there is an urgent need to augment the road
infrastructure in the Northeast given its difficult terrain and proximity to borders
with several countries. He said, 784 highway projects will be implemented in the
eastern states at an estimated cost of over three lakh seventy thousand crore
rupees, covering more than 21 thousand 300 kilometers.Among them are
projects of Road Transport and Highways Ministry, the National Highways
Authority of India, and the National Highways and Infrastructure Development
Corporation Ltd.

Mr Gadkari asserted that in the Northeast, the government is working on
projects worth about 1 lakh crore rupees this year itself. He said a mass rapid
transport pilot project is underway in Nagpur at a cost of 170 crore rupees. The
project involves a 135-seater bus that will run on non-polluting energy sources
and is expected to be highly cost-effective.

IRAN - US

Iran and the US will hold the second round of negotiations on 19th of this
month. The Iranian Foreign Ministry said the two sides concluded their indirect
talks yesterday in the Omani capital of Muscat in a constructive atmosphere. The
ministry in a statement said, the two-and-a-half-hour talks held between Iranian
Foreign Minister Seyed Abbas Araghchi and US Special Envoy to the Middle East
Steve Witkoff centered on Tehran's nuclear issue and sanctions relief. It said the
heads of the two countries' delegations spoke for a few minutes in the presence
of the Omani foreign minister.

Addressing reporters in Muscat following the talks, Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Iran, Abbas Araghchi, said the first round of the talks was constructive
and held in a calm and very respectful atmosphere. Araghchi added that both
sides favored an agreement that would be reached as soon as possible. He said,
the two sides had decided to enter a general framework needed for an
agreement in the next round. The minister revealed that the second round of the
talks are scheduled to be held at the same level next Saturday, but probably
Muscat will not be the venue.

The talks in Muscat came after US President Donald Trump stated in early
March that he had sent a letter to Iranian leaders, via the United Arab Emirates,



proposing negotiations on Iran's nuclear program.

Iran later confirmed receiving the letter and left the door open for indirect
engagement.<<<>>>
RUSSIA-UKRAINE ATTACK

At least 32 people, including two children, were killed and 84 others
injured after Russian missiles hit the center of Sumy, a city in northeastern
Ukraine, on Palm Sunday. The attack happened as many people were attending
church services, making it the deadliest strike on Ukrainian civilians since 2023.

Ten children are among the injured. Local officials said two ballistic
missiles were fired into the city during one of the busiest church days of the
year, when streets were crowded.

President Volodymyr Zelensky called the strike an act of terror and urged
the world to respond strongly.

The attack comes just days after another missile strike killed 20 people in
the city of Kryvyi Rih.

An Israeli air strike has destroyed part of Al-Ahli Baptist Hospital, the last fully
functional hospital in Gaza City. The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) said it targeted
the hospital because it contained a command and control center used by Hamas.
According to Gaza's civil emergency service, no casualties were reported, so far.

The attack comes after the Israeli military issued new displacement orders
for residents of the central Nuseirat refugee camp as well as southern Khan
Younis.

<><><>

In IPL cricket, Royal Challengers Bengaluru were at 92 for loss of 1 wickets
in 8.4 overs, chasing the target of 174 runs set by Rajasthan Royals at Sawai
Mansingh Stadium in Jaipur. Earlier, Rajasthan Royals, put to bat, scored 173
runs for four in stipulated 20 overs.

In another match of the event today, Delhi Capitals will lock horns against
Mumbai Indians at Arun Jaitley Stadium in Delhi this evening. The match will
begin at 7:30 pm.



