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MN DP-I 07-04-2025
EXCISE DUTY

Government has decided to increase the excise duty on petrol and
diesel by two rupees per litre. However, oil marketing companies have
clarified that there will be no hike in retail prices of the two petroleum
products. Briefing media in New Delhi, Petroleum and Natural Gas Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri has said that the hike in excise duty will not pass on
the consumers.

(Byte - Hardeep Singh Puri)

According to the notification issued by the Finance Ministry, the
excise duty has been raised by two rupees on petrol and diesel, which will
be effective from tomorrow.
<><><>Bhupendra/1618
SANJIO:AK EP-I 07.04.2025
REV PREZ - PORTUGAL VISIT

President Droupadi Murmu today held delegation level talks
with her Portuguese counterpart Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa in
Lisbon. In a joint media address after the meeting, President
Murmu described the India-Portuguese ties as historic which are
now being developed as modern and multi-dimensional
partnership.
[$661A6BEA-1A69-4D4B-9264-F46FB9FB2986%$(null) - 2100-
PREZ-INDO-PORTUGAL TIES - ]

The President said, she held wide ranging and constructive



talks with her Portuguese counterpart covering various areas of
bilateral relations.
[$F24F924A-FEC2-4707-8CDB-791DAA794667%(null) - 2100-
PREZ-INDIA-PORTUGAL TALKS - ]

Earlier in the day, President Murmu also laid wreath at the Tomb of
Portuguese national poet, Luis Vaz de Camoes.

President Murmu will also meet Prime Minister Luis Montenegro and
the Speaker of Parliament, Jose Pedro Aguiar Branco. The Mayor of Lisbon
will also host a special event in her honour. President will also meet
members of Indian community in Portugal and she is likely to meet some
Indian researchers from various universities and academic institutions.

President Murmu reached Lisbon this morning on the first leg of her
state visit to Portugal and Slovakia.

The visit of President is coming at a time when India and Portugal
are celebrating 50 years of establishment of diplomatic ties. To celebrate
the 50th anniversary of the re-establishment of diplomatic relations
President will also launch commemorative stamp showcasing the artistic
and cultural heritage that unites India and Portugal.

From April 9 to 10, President Murmu will visit Slovakia at the
invitation of the Slovakia President Peter Pellegrini. It will be the first visit
by the President of India to Slovakia in 29 years.

<<<>>> SWATI/TV/CB/1753 HRS
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EVE AMIT SHAH -JAMMU

Union Home Minister Amit Shah today said the government is
deploying an electronic surveillance system to safeguard the country’s
borders and that technology will be used to detect and dismantle
underground cross-border tunnels to thwart infiltration by terrorists into
Jammu and Kashmir. Our Correspondent reports that addressing BSF
personnel during a visit to Border Outpost ‘Vinay’ near the International
Border in the Hiranagar sector of Kathua district, Shah lauded the
contribution of the force and praised the troops for performing their duties
in challenging circumstances.



He said we are deploying electronic surveillance system on the borders,
having two models and if anything happens from the enemy side, BSF will
be able to respond immediately. Shah further said technology will also help
to increase accessibility and at the same time, to identify and dismantle
underground tunnels, technical means would be put in place. The Home
Minister commended the dedication and devotion of the BSF in
safeguarding the borders throughout the year and said “the real challenge
is understood only when one visits the place”. “In cold, rain or extreme
heat when temperatures cross 45 degrees Celsius, you remain on guard
365 days and 24 hours on the forward posts keeping an eye on enemy
activities.

<><>N. GULSHAN RAINA/ JAMMU/MAIL/1823 HRS

FM-VISIT

Union Minister for Finance and Corporate Affairs Nirmala Sitharaman
will be visiting United Kingdom and Austria from tomorrow till 13th of this
month. During her visit, The Finance Minister is scheduled to attend
Ministerial Level Bilateral meetings in both the countries. According to the
Ministery of Finance, She will participate in the 13th Ministerial round of
India-UK Economic and Financial Dialogue. The Minister will also take part
in discussion with think tanks, investors and business leaders of both
nations.
AKSHIT/1341 SANJIO:: AK EP-I 07.04.2025
CHHATTISGARH- MAOISTS

Twenty -six Maoists have surrendered today in Dantewada district. a
A reward of four and a half lakh rupees was declared on three of these
Maoists. These Maoists surrendered to Superintendent of Police Gaurav
Rai. Meanwhile, in Narayanpur district, five women Maoists have
surrendered. A reward of one lakh rupees each was declared on these.
Maoists who surrendered were given a check of twenty-five thousand
rupees each as incentives. Apart from this, they will be given all kinds of
facilities available under Naxal Rehabilitation Policy.

<><>VIKALP SHUKLA/MAIL/1823 HRS

JITENDRA-CSIR:
Union Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Science & Technology,
Dr. Jitendra Singh commended the pivotal role played by Hyderabad-based
CSIR institutes in advancing drug discovery, genetic diagnostics, and the
development of cost-effective Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients (APIs).



The Minister conducted a review meeting with the directors of three
premier CSIR laboratories in Hyderabad recently to assess recent scientific
contributions. The meeting was held in the backdrop of Hyderabad-based
CSIR labs to host the Startup Conclave 2025 providing a platform for
emerging innovators in S & T. The meeting was attended by Director of
IICT Dr D Srinivasa Reddy, Director NGRI Dr Prakash Kumar and Director
CSIR- -CCMB Dr Vinay Nandicoori. The session provided a platform to
showcase significant achievements and strategic research outcomes from
each institution, an official statement said today. Dr Srinivasa Reddy
highlighted IICT’s key initiatives in pharmaceutical and chemical sectors,
including the development of safer agrochemicals and novel industrial
catalysts. Dr Vinay Nandicoori shared CCMB’s achievements in genetic
research, notably being the first Indian institute to develop DNA
fingerprinting technology and institute’s efforts in addressing sickle cell
anemia through affordable diagnostics, Dr Prakash Kumar presented
NGRI's work in seismic hazard mapping and resource exploration.
today to raise awareness about health and good health practices. The
World Health Organisation (WHO) has declared healthy beginnings, hopeful
futures as the theme this year to end preventable maternal and newborn
deaths and to prioritize women's longer-term health and well being. On the
occasion, Prime Minister Narendra Modi reaffirmed his commitment to
building a healthier world. Union Minister of State for Health and Family
Welfare Anupriya Patel highlighted the nation's commendable
achievements in the health sector, including the significant fall in maternal
and infant mortality ratios.

(BYTE- ANUPRIYA PATEL)
WEATHER:
Thunderstorm accompanied by lightning and gusty winds is likely to occur
at isolated places in the State tomorrow. Meteorological Centre in its daily
weather report that light to moderate rain or thundershowers is likely to
occur at isolated places in the State from tomorrow. Dry weather is likely to
prevail in Telangana during the next 24 hours. Maximum temperatures are
gradually raise by 2-4 degrees Celsius during the next three days. Rain
occurred at one or two places in Telangana during the last 24 hours, the
report added.

IPL:
In IPL T20 Cricket today, Mumbai Indians will take on Royal Challengers



Bengaluru at Wankhede Stadium in Mumbai. The match is scheduled to
begin at 7:30 PM. Gujarat Titans defeated Sunrisers Hyderabad by seven
wickets in Hyderabad last night.



