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THE HEADLINES

e Nagaland Governor La Ganesan highlights youth as nation's greatest asset in
Viksit Bharat

e Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio reaffirms focus on bridging developmental gaps
in Eastern Nagaland

e Supreme Court issues guidelines to expedite trial of child trafficking related
offences

e And, Transport and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari targets 100 kilometers
highway construction per day
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Nagaland Governor La Ganesan highlighted India's young population as the
nation's greatest asset in achieving the goal of Viksit Bharat. Addressing the 7th
Convocation Ceremony of Nagaland University, Lumami today, he emphasized the
vital role of the youth in shaping the country’s future.

The Governor, who is also Chief Rector of Nagaland University, encouraged the
graduating students to harness their knowledge and skills to contribute to the
development of the state and the nation. He urged them to venture beyond the state
exploring broader prospects, as ambassadors of the University and stewards of a
profound heritage that blends ancient traditions and modern advancements. A total
of 115 students graduated during the convocation, including 38 Gold medallists
and 30 PhD awardees.
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Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio today reaffirmed the state government's commitment
to bridging developmental gaps in the Eastern part of Nagaland. Speaking at the
8th Eastern Naga Students’ Federation Cultural Fiesta Cum General Conference in
Tuensang, Mr Rio acknowledged that the region still needs lot of work in
education, healthcare, roads, communication and infrastructure. The Chief Minister



also highlighted the state's efforts in providing quality education in line with the
national Right to Education, aimed at enabling students to compete on a wider
stage. Meanwhile, he called for unity among tribal leaders, Hohos, and national
workers for a successful resolution of the Naga peace talks.

Mr Rio further reiterated strong opposition to restrictions on free movement in
Naga-inhabited areas along the border. On illegal immigration, he urged students’
bodies, administration and police to be vigilant in issuing Inner Line Permits and
Indigenous Certificates. Reminding the gathering of the constitutional safeguards
protecting the Cultural and Customary law of Nagas, the Chief Minister
encouraged the youth to wuphold their rich history, culture and
tradition.
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The Supreme Court today laid down stringent guidelines for the prevention and
expedited trial of child trafficking related offences across the country. The top
court directed High Courts across the country to issue directions to lower courts to
complete trial in child trafficking cases within six months. It also mandated that
such cases be heard on a day-to-day basis to prevent delays in justice. The apex
court said, any laxity showing to implement the directions would be taken
seriously and be treated as contempt of court. Further, in a significant directive, the
Court said that if a new born is stolen from hospital, the first step would be to
cancel the license of the concerned hospital.
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Nagaland government has declared the 19th of April and the 17th of May as
holidays for government offices located in Kohima. A notification from the Home
Department said the holiday has been declared in lieu of the working days on
February 8 on account of the 6th Session of the Fourteenth Nagaland Legislative
Assembly, and on March 22 in view of Financial Year
Closing.
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Akashvani Kohima today held a coordination meeting with the Deputy
Commissioner and the Superintendent of Police, Kohima, to explore integrating



live traffic updates into radio broadcasts. The initiative focuses on providing real-
time traffic information to the public to improve daily commute experiences within
the district. The discussions also covered utilizing radio to deliver critical updates
during landslides and other disasters. A Memorandum of Understanding is
expected to be signed on April 17 on the collaboration.
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In the wake of increasing forest fire incidents, Kohima Deputy Commissioner B
Henok Buchem has issued an order banning the burning of jungles. The DC noted
that deliberate or negligent burnings of forested areas have led to widespread fires
resulting in damage of wild life habitat and public property, and endangering
human lives. The order highlighted such conducts as public nuisances, likely to
cause disturbance to public tranquillity and pose imminent danger to life and
property, under Section 162 of BNSS. The order added that violators will be liable
for prosecution under relevant sections of the laws.
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Minister of Transport and Highways Nitin Gadkari today emphasized the
significance of infrastructure development for the country and set a goal to
expedite highway construction to a rate of 100 kilometers per day. Addressing the
All India Management Association's 10th National Leadership Conclave, he stated
that within the next 18 months, the country's road infrastructure will surpass that of
the United States of America.

SO

Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio has extended greetings to the Yimkhiung community
on the occasion of Wiinthsiinyo. In a social media post, Mr Rio hoped that the
time-honoured tradition of community activity would renew the shared spirit,
strengthen kinship, and bless every home with harmony, prosperity, and abundant
harvests.

SO

Kohima is set to host Dr. T Ao Football Tournament from 1st to 15th August. This
was informed today by senior football coach Roko Angami on behalf of the



Kohima Football Association and the Nagaland Football Association during the
monthly meeting of the Kohima District Planning and Development Board. Mr
Angami sought the cooperation of all board members in organizing the
event.
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And, The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has said that the Southwest
Monsoon seasonal rainfall from June to September this year is likely to be above
normal. Briefing media in New Delhi today, IMD Director General, Dr.
Mrutyunjay Mohapatra said the above normal seasonal rainfall is very likely over
most parts of the country except some areas over North-East, North-West and
South Peninsular India where below normal rainfall is expected. Meanwhile,
Secretary of Ministry of Earth Sciences Dr M Ravichandran said that this year, the
country will witness double the frequency of heatwave conditions compared to last
year during the months of May and June.
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