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PREZ-PURPLE FEST

President Droupadi Murmu has said that sensitivity towards the
deprived class determines the reputation of a country or society.
Addressing the Purple Fest event at Rashtrapati Bhavan last evening, the
President said, compassion, inclusiveness, and harmony have been the
values of Indian culture and civilization. The ‘Purple Fest’ aims to raise
awareness about different disabilities and their impact on people's lives and
to promote understanding, acceptance, and inclusion of persons with
disabilities within society.

Speaking at the event, the President said, the preamble of the



Constitution speaks about social justice, equality of status, and dignity of
the individual. President Murmu expressed happiness that the Government
is striving to empower and ensure equal participation of Divyangjan
through the Sugamya Bharat Abhiyan.

A day-long ‘Purple Fest’, celebrating the talents, achievements, and
aspirations of divyangjan, was organised at the Amrit Udyan at the
Rashtrapati Bhawan in New Delhi yesterday by the Department of
Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities under the Ministry of Social
Justice and Empowerment. President Droupadi Murmu also visited the Fest
and witnessed the cultural performances by Divyangjan.

Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment Dr. Virendra Kumar
presided over the inaugural session of the event.

Talking to the media, the Minister said, the Minister stated that since
the inception of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act in 2016, the
legislation has significantly enhanced accessibility, confidence, and self-
reliance among Persons with Disabilities, ensuring their empowerment. He
further shared that this year's Purple Fest saw 65,000 registrations, with
nearly 25,000 actively participating. During the event, the Minister also
visited an exhibition-cum-sale featuring products created by Persons with
Disabilities and engaged with the participants.
<><><>ANUPAM/0520 HRS
SWATI MP-I 22.03.2025

RS-AMIT SHAH

Union Home Minister Amit Shah has reaffirmed Prime Minister
Narendra Modi-led government's zero-tolerance policy towards terrorism.
Replying to a discussion on the working of the Ministry of Home Affairs in
the Rajya Sabha yesterday, Mr Shah said, in the past ten years, the
government has strengthened the security of the nation through political
will and use of technology. He pointed out that country was facing three
major challenges in the past which hindered country’s progress and
development - terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir, Left Wing Extremism and
insurgency in North East. Mr Shah stated that government has dealt with
all these challenges with a firm hand. The Minister said, Terrorism,
Naxalism and extremism are on the verge of ending under Narendra Modi
government. He pointed out that there has been a 70 percent reduction in
deaths due to terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir during the NDA
government and terror incidents have also fallen sharply. Mr Shah noted



that by abrogating Article 370, the Narendra Modi government fulfilled the
dream of framers of the Constitution of 'one Constitution, one flag'. He
emphasized that the country can have only one Prime Minister, one
Constitution and one flag.

The Home Minister stressed that earlier, no action was taken after
terror attacks and people used to forget about them. He highlighted that
within ten days of the terror attacks in Uri and Pulwama, India conducted
surgical strikes and air strikes against Pakistan.

The Home Minister emphasized that naxalism in India will be
eliminated by March next year. He stated that road connectivity and
internet reach have been improved in Naxal affected areas, and new banks
and ATMs have been opened. He also said that after coming to power,
Modi Government held formal talks with all armed outfits in the Northeast.
He stated that from 2019 till date, 12 important peace accords have been
signed. He informed the House that 10 thousand 900 youth have given up
arms and joined the mainstream. Mr Shah also expressed his gratitude to
the thousands of State Police and central paramilitary force personnel who
made the supreme sacrifice to strengthen the country's borders and
internal security.

On drugs, the Home Minister informed the House that in last five
years, 23 thousand kilograms of synthetic drugs worth over 14 thousand
crore rupees have been destroyed. He added that drones, satellites and
modern technology are being used to tackle the menace of drugs and
destroy poppy cultivation. He stated that no drugs will be allowed to enter
or exit India.

<><><>CB/SUPARNA, ANAND, BHUPENDRA/MAIL/0556 HRS
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INDIA-MONGOLIA

India and Mongolia have reaffirmed their commitment to
strengthening their Strategic Partnership. Senior officials from both nations
yesterday conducted a comprehensive review of bilateral ties, discussing
cooperation in key sectors, and planning high-level engagements to mark
the 70th anniversary of diplomatic relations. A consultative meeting was
held between Secretary (East) in External Affairs Ministry Jaideep



Mazumdar and State Secretary in Mongolia's Foreign Affairs Ministry
Munkhtushig Lkhanaajav in New Delhi to review the bilateral relationship
between the two countries. The two sides held discussions on further
strengthening bilateral Strategic Partnership and maintaining high-level
engagements. Both sides also took stock of cooperation in various sectors,
including developmental partnership, education, IT, energy, connectivity,
culture, capacity building, mining, defence and security. They agreed to
carry out a series of commemorative activities to celebrate the 70th
anniversary of establishment of diplomatic relations. Both sides also agreed
to formally upgrade the Foreign Office Constitutions to Secretary-level.
They also exchanged views on regional and international issues of mutual
interest.

<><><>CB/ANUPAM/0510 HRS
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INDIA EU-MARITIME
The 4th India-EU Maritime Security Dialogue was held in New Delhi
yesterday. The Indian delegation was led by Joint Secretary (Disarmament
and International Security Affairs) in Ministry of External Affairs, Muanpuii
Saiawi and the EU delegation by Director for Security and Defence Policy,
European External Action Service, Maciej Stadejek. The two sides conferred
on ways to sustain a secure maritime environment conducive for inclusive
growth and global well being. They reviewed ongoing cooperation
initiatives in the maritime domain and avenues of reinforcing international
and regional mechanisms for comprehensive maritime security. They
agreed to strengthen their shared efforts in areas such as countering Illicit
Maritime Activities, protection of critical maritime infrastructure, regional
capability development and capacity building activities.<><><>
CB/ANUPAM/0459 HRS

GAURAV::RZ EP-1I 21.03.2025
SRI LANKA-TYAGRAJA ARADHANA

In Sri Lanka, the Swami Vivekananda cultural centre held a festival of
Carnatic Music, the Tyagaraja Aradhana at Saraswati hall in Colombo. The
festival is an annual aradhana of Telugu saint composer Tyagaraja. Saint
Tyagaraja attained Jeeva Samadhi in Thanjavur district of Tamilnadu. The
aradhana witnessed rendering of the saint's Pancharatna Kritis. Speaking



about the influence of Carnatic music, High Commissioner of India, Santosh
Jha noted that in both India and Sri Lanka, Carnatic music continues to be
a bridge between the divine and the human soul, preserving a rich heritage
while evolving with contemporary influences, ensuring its timeless beauty
resonates for generations to come.

<><><><>DR. AHMED MUYEEN FAROOQI/ COLOMBO/ MAIL/
1909 HRS.
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ISRAEL-GAZA

Israel's Defense Minister Israel Katz has escalated tensions in the
ongoing Gaza conflict, ordering the military to "seize more ground" in Gaza
and threatening partial annexation unless Hamas releases the remaining
hostages held in the Palestinian territory, according to Agence France-
Presse. The Israeli military has confirmed that ground operations are
expanding, with troops pushing into multiple areas including southern
Gaza's Rafah and the northern town of Beit Lahiya, as well as central areas
of the Strip. The renewed offensive has resulted in devastating casualties.
Palestinian medical authorities report that more than 590 Palestinians have
been killed since Israel broke the ceasefire on Tuesday, with the death toll
continuing to rise as Israeli air attacks and ground assaults intensify.
Gaza's Health Ministry states that at least 49,617 Palestinians have been
confirmed dead and 112,950 wounded since the beginning of the war.

Meanwhile, hundreds of protesters gathered outside Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's residence in Jerusalem, calling for an end to
the war and the release of all hostages held in Gaza.

The breakdown of the ceasefire follows months of negotiations
mediated by the US, Qatar, and Egypt. The proposed three-stage deal
collapsed when Israel and the US suggested extending the first phase.
Hamas rejected this modification, describing it as a blatant attempt by
Israel to evade the agreement.

Hostilities resumed Tuesday when Israel launched intensive airstrikes
on Gaza, reportedly killing more than 430 people in two days according to
the Hamas-run health ministry. Hamas responded on Thursday by firing
three rockets at Tel Aviv. Israel has accused Hamas of rejecting proposals
to extend the ceasefire, while Hamas claims it has been engaging with the
mediators with full responsibility and seriousness.
<><><><>VINOD KUMAR/ DUBAI/ MAIL/ 2032 HRS.
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KHELO INDIA PARA GAMES

On the second day of the Khelo India Para Games 2025 held today,
the spotlight was on Para Athletics and Para Badminton, marking the
commencement of these events. New Delhi's Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium
was filled with excitement as athletes competed in various track and field
events, demonstrating exceptional effort and skill.

By the end of the day, 44 gold medals had been awarded. Tamil
Nadu led the tally with 9 gold medals, followed by Haryana with 7.
Maharashtra and Uttar Pradesh secured 5 gold medals each.

Tamil Nadu’s Ramesh Shanguman was the star performer, winning
two gold medals-one in the Men’s 800m T53/T54 and another in the Men’s
100m T53/T54 events.

In the Shot Put event at JLN Stadium, Ravi Rongali clinched the gold
medal, while Abhishek won silver, and Manoj Singaraja secured bronze. In
the 100-meter race, Chaitanya clinched gold, Meet Tadhani won silver, and
Kalaram Patel bagged bronze.

Speaking to Akashvani News, Meet Tadhani thanked the government
and the Khelo India initiative for giving athletes such a great opportunity.

(Byte-Meet Tadhani in GNR Mail)

Meanwhile at the Indira Gandhi Stadium, Para Badminton matches
were intense. Paris Paralympian Nitesh Kumar and Tokyo Paralympics Gold
medallist Krishna Nagar displayed their dominance. However, the biggest
surprise of the day came when Sanjeev Kumar defeated top seed
Manjunatha Chikkaiah 21-13, 21-6 in the quarter-finals.
<><>ABHISHEK KAPIL/MAIL/0035 HRS
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IPL 2025

The 18th edition of the Indian Premier League (IPL) 2025 is set to
kick off today, marking the start of another season of high-octane T20
cricket. In the inaugural match, Defending Champions Kolkata Knight
Riders will face Royal Challengers Bengaluru at the iconic Eden Gardens
Stadium in Kolkata this evening. The match will begin at 7:30 PM Indian
Standard Time.

Ahead of the highly-anticipated clash, a glittering opening ceremony
will take place this evening. The star-studded opening ceremony will



feature performances by Bollywood actor Disha Patani, renowned singer
Shreya Ghoshal, and Punjabi sensation Karan Aujla.
The tournament, which will see 10 teams competing across 74
matches, culminates with the final on 25th of May.
Group A comprises, Chennai Super Kings, Royal Challengers
Bengaluru, Rajasthan Royals, Punjab Kings and Kolkata Knight Riders
Group B consists, Mumbai Indians, Gujarat Titans, Delhi Capitals,
Sunrisers Hyderabad and Lucknow Super Giants.
With the world's top players gearing up to represent their franchises
at the IPL, arguably the biggest and most lucrative T20 tournament in the
world, fans can expect intense battles, breathtaking performances, and
nail-biting finishes over the coming weeks.
Meanwhile, ahead of the season opener, the Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) has confirmed four major rule changes for the IPL
2025. The updates were finalized during a Captains’, Coaches, and
Managers' meeting held at the BCCI headquarters recently, where
representatives from all ten franchises shared their inputs.
One of the biggest changes is the lifting of the saliva ban, allowing
bowlers to shine the ball using saliva—a restriction originally imposed
during the COVID-19 pandemic. Secondly, to counter the effects of dew in
evening matches, teams bowling second can now request a ball change
after the 10th over, with umpires also having the discretion to replace the
ball if necessary. Also starting this season, a new Code of Conduct will be
enforced, introducing a demerit points system and suspension points valid
for 36 months. Finally, the Decision Review System (DRS) has been
expanded to include height-based no-ball reviews and wide-ball reviews
outside the off-stump, utilizing Hawk-Eye and ball-tracking technology for
improved accuracy.These changes aim to enhance the fairness and
competitiveness of IPL 2025, setting the stage for an exciting tournament
ahead.

<><><>BIMAL/NET/IANS/0456



