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SANJIO EP-1 19.03.2025
CABINET-BRIEFING

The government today approved an incentive scheme for promotion
of low-value BHIM-UPI transactions. The scheme will be implemented at an
estimated outlay of one thousand 500 crore rupees. Briefing media in New



Delhi today on the Cabinet decisions, Information and Broadcasting
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said, the scheme will enable small merchants to
avail of UPI services at no additional cost. He said, incentive at the rate of
0.15 percent per transaction value will be provided for transactions upto
two thousand rupees to small merchants.

(S/B- Ashwini Vaishnaw)

Mr. Vaishnaw said, the government has decided to set up a new
Brownfield Ammonia-Urea Complex Namrup IV Fertilizer Plant within the
existing premises of Brahmaputra Valley Fertilizer Corporation Limited at
Namrup in Assam. He said the project will increase the domestic Urea
production capacity in the country and it will meet the growing demand of
Urea fertilizers.

(S/B- Ashwini Vaishnaw)

The Minister informed that the government has approved the
construction of a six lane access controlled Greenfield Highway from JNPA
Port to Chowk in Maharashtra. He said, the project will be developed at the
cost of four thousand 500 crore rupees. This project is designed to improve
the logistic efficiency of connecting IJNPA port and Navi Mumbai
International Airport.

(S/B- Ashwini Vaishnaw)

Mr. Vaishnaw said that the government approved the
implementation of revised Rashtriya Gokul Mission with enhanced
allocation for the years 2024-25 and 2025-26. He said the scheme is set to
significantly boost milk production and productivity, thereby increasing
farmers' incomes.
<><><> Anupam/ph/Bhupendra/1641
VISHNU DP-I 19.03.2025
RAJNATH-MAJOR KHATHING

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has called upon the people to always
put the nation first, remain united and discharge the duties with honesty.
Mr. Singh made this remark while addressing the fifth edition of Major Bob
Khathing Memorial event in New Delhi today. Lauding the efforts, the



Minister termed Major Khathing as a great son of India, who left an
indelible mark in the history of the country through his bravery in the
battlefield and skill in the field of diplomacy. Mr. Singh also highlighted the
administrative proficiency of Major Khathing, especially his contribution in
the formation of Sashastra Seema Bal and Nagaland Armed Police and
other such reforms. Acknowledging the role of the North East region in
country's development journey, the Minister said that the government has
always given priority to the development of the region. He added, among
the infrastructure projects is the Sela Tunnel built at a height of 13
thousand feet connecting Tezpur in Assam to Tawang in Arunachal
Pradesh.

<><><> AKSHIT/1346 HRS
SANJIO EP-I 19.03.2025

REV. NADDA-BILL GATES

Minister of Electronics and Information Technology Ashiwini Vaishnaw
today said that the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) will be signed
soon between India Al mission and the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation.
Mr Vaishnaw made this remark after meeting the founder of the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation, Bill Gates in New Delhi. In a social media post,
Mr Vaishnaw emphasised the AI solutions for better crops, stronger
healthcare, smarter education and climate resilience. Minister of Health and
Family Welfare Jagat Prakash Nadda also held a meeting with Mr Gates.
During the meeting, Mr Nadda acknowledged the Foundation’s valuable
support in strengthening health systems and driving impactful initiatives. In
a social media post, Mr Nadda said that they discussed the remarkable
progress India has achieved in healthcare, particularly in maternal health,
immunization, and sanitation, through the collaboration with the
Foundation. The two sides also look forward to renewing their
Memorandum of Cooperation, furthering the shared commitment to
ensuring affordable, accessible, and quality healthcare for all citizens.

<><>PALLAVI/1544 HRS

VISHNU:: KAMINI DPP 19.03.2025
BJP - THAROOR

BJP today said that India’s unique diplomatic position, shaped under
PM Modi’s leadership, deserves recognition and appreciation. Referring to



Congress MP Shashi Tharoor praising Prime Minister Narendra Modi India's
stand on the Russia-Ukraine conflict, party MP and spokesperson Sambit
Patra told media outside parliament that Mr. Tharoor understands
diplomacy, having worked at the UN for a long time and he appreciated Mr
Modi’s decisions. Mr. Patra said he believes leaders of the Congress party
should learn from this. He said, constantly opposing India and criticizing
Mr. Modi, whether it is Rahul Gandhi, Mallikarjun Kharge, or other leaders
of opposition should be reconsidered.

<><>ANUPAM/1407 HRS
TG BUDGET:
In Telangana, Deputy Chief Minister and Finance Minister, Mallu Bhatti
Vikramarka today presented a tax free budget of 3 lakh 4 thousand 965
crore rupees for the 2025-26 financial year in State Legislative Assembly
today. Major chunk of budget share was proposed for the agriculture,
irrigation, and power sectors. Vikramarka announced 24 thousand 439
crore rupees for agriculture, including 12 thousand crore annual input
assistance per farmer under the Rythu Bharosa scheme. The budget
estimates include about 2 lakh 27 thousand crore rupees in revenue
expenditure and 36 thousand 504 crore rupees in capital expenditure. In
his budget speech, the Deputy Chief Minister said his government is aimed
at achieving a One-trillion-dollar economy in 10 years, with a projected
10.1 percent Gross State Domestic Product growth, surpassing the national
GDP growth. (SOUND BYTE)This is the first full-fledged budget after the
Congress government assumed power in the state and marks the third
budget speech for Deputy Chief Minister Bhatti Vikramarka. He said that
administration has successfully balanced welfare and development,
comparing it to "a pair of horses" pulling the chariot of good governance.
The budget includes significant allocations across various sectors. The
Scheduled Caste (SC) Welfare Department has been allotted 40,232 crore
rupees, while the Scheduled Tribes Welfare Department 17,169 crore
rupees. The Backward Class Welfare Department has been allocated
11,405 crore rupees while Panchayat Raj got 31,605 crore rupees. The
Agriculture Department has been allotted 24,439 crore rupees and the
Education sector will receive 23,108 crore rupees. (SOUND BYTE) A total
of Rs 22,500 crore rupees has been allocated for the construction of
Indiramma Houses, with 3,500 houses planned for each constituency. To
support poor households, 3,000 crore rupees has been allocated for free
power under the Gruhajyoti scheme. For the welfare of farmers 18,000



crore rupees has been allocated under the Rythu Bharosa scheme. Later
Assembly Speaker Gaddam Prasad Kumar announced that the House will
resume at 10:00 hours on Friday. In Legislative council the Budget papers
was presented by IT minister Sridhar Babu.

BANDI:
Union Minister of State for Home Affairs Bandi Sanjay Kumar termed the
Telangana budget as empty and misleading. In a statement issued today,
Bandi Sanjay accused the Congress government of manipulating budget
figures to deceive the public. He claimed that despite increased allocations,
the budget failed to deliver on key election promises, particularly the six
guarantees. Bandi Sanjay highlighted absence of crucial allocations for
promised schemes such as 2,500 rupees monthly support for women, gold
and two wheelers, unemployment benefits, and increased old-age
pensions.
KTR:
BRS Working President K T Rama Rao (KTR) described the budget as a
reflection of Chief Minister Revanth Reddy's incompetence and
administrative failure. Talking to newsmen at the media point in the
Assembly today, Rama Rao alleged that the budget disregarded public
welfare and betrayed the electoral promises made by the Congress party.
He alleged the budget was designed to serve corrupt practices and
branded it as a "40 per cent commission budget. He expressed
disappointment over the absence of the promised 2,500 rupees monthly
financial support for women and 4,000 rupees pensions for senior citizens.
VISHNU DP-II 19.03.2025
DAY. FOOTBALL INDIA MALDIVES

In Football, India and Maldives will be face to face in an International
friendly match at Shillong today. The match is scheduled to begin at 7
PM. The match is a dress rehearsal for the all-important AFC Asian Cup
qualifier against Bangladesh at the same venue on 25th of this month. The
preparatory match for Manolo Marquez's side marks a historic moment as
the Blue Tigers will play in the football-crazy hill town for the first time. It
will also be India's all-time top scorer Sunil Chhetri's first match since
announcing his return to international football. The 40-year-old Chhetri
came out of his international retirement earlier this month to help the team
successfully navigate the qualifiers for the continent's top football
tournament, starting next week.
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