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FUR. REV. RS-DISASTER MGT BILL: The Parliament has passed the

Disaster Management (Amendment) Bill 2024 with Rajya Sabha approving
it today. The Lok Sabha had passed it in December last year. The Bill
amends the Disaster Management Act, 2005 and intends to strengthen the
efficient working of the National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA)
and the State Disaster Management Authorities (SDMA). The bill empowers
the NDMA and SDMA to prepare the disaster plan at national level and
state level instead of the National Executive Committee and the State
Executive Committee. The Bill also empowers the state government to
constitute a separate Urban Disaster Management Authority for state
capitals and cities with a municipal corporation. The Bill will provide for
creation of disaster database at national and state level.

Replying to a discussion on the Bill, Union Home Minister Amit Shah
said, the size and scale of disasters have changed and the responses must
change accordingly. He said, with this bill the government aims to go from
reactive response to proactive risk reduction. The Home Minister said, from
manual monitoring, the government wants to move towards Al based real
time monitoring. He said, through the Bill, it wants to move from a
government led response to a multi-dimensional response in which the
society and citizens are involved. Mr Shah said, India has made a place
internationally for advances in disaster management. On the opposition's
allegation on centralization, Mr Shah said, the greatest power under the Bill
has been given to the District Disaster Management Authority. He said,
disaster management is in the concurrent list and it is a subject for both



Centre and State.

ILO - SOCIAL SECURITY: India’s social security coverage has seen a
significant rise. According to International Labour Organization (ILO),
India’s social security coverage has doubled from 24.4 percent in 2021 to
48.8 percent in 2024. Citing the ILO World Social Security Report 2024-26,
Union Minister for Labour and Employment Mansukh Mandaviya highlighted
the progress made in expanding social security benefits across the
workforce. He emphasized the government’s commitment to skilling and
empowering India’s youth, ensuring that their talent makes a global
impact. Dr Mandaviya was speaking at the post-budget webinar on
‘Investing in People.” Highlighting employment initiatives, Mr Mandaviya
revealed that 17.1 crore jobs were created between 2014 and 2024, with
4.6 crore generated in the past year alone. He said, the unemployment
rate has declined from 6 percent in 2017-18 to 3.2 percent in 2023-24,
while female workforce participation has seen a notable increase from 22
percent to 40.3 percent. Mr Mandaviya attributed these achievements to
the government’s progressive policies aimed at fostering economic growth
and social security.

JAISHANKAR- JULIE BISHOP: External Affairs Minister Dr. S Jaishankar
and UN Secretary General's special envoy Julie Bishop today held talks
focusing on the fast-unfolding situation in Myanmar. Bishop is currently on
a visit to India. In April last year, UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres
appointed Bishop as his special envoy on Myanmar. Myanmar has been
witnessing widespread violent protests demanding the restoration of
democracy since the military seized power in the coup on February 1,
2021. The resistance forces have already captured many key trading points
along the borders with India, China and Bangladesh. Myanmar is one of
India's strategic neighbours, and it shares a 1,640 kilometre-long border
with @ number of northeastern states, including militancy-hit Nagaland and
Manipur.

GUJARAT-UCC: Gujarat will become the second state in the country to
implement the Uniform Civil Code (UCC) after Uttarakhand. Addressing the
state assembly, State Law Minister Rushikesh Patel said this is a step
towards ensuring equal justice for all the people of the state and realizing



the concept of Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat. The Minister further said that
to speed up the judicial process, the state government has made provisions
for three new arbitration tribunals at Rajkot, Surat, and Vadodara district
headquarters. It has also been decided to try the cases of municipalities
and panchayats in the state at the arbitration tribunal. Our correspondent
reports that the budgetary demands of the Department of Law were
passed in the Legislative Assembly yesterday.

CHHATISGARH-MAOISTS: Three Maoists have been killed in an
encounter with security forces today in the border area of Dantewada and
Bijapur districts in Chhattisgarh. One of these Maoists has been identified
as Sudhir alias Sudhakar. He was active as a member of the Dandakaranya
Special Zonal Committee. A reward of twenty-five lakh rupees was declared
on him. While a reward of two lakh rupees each was declared on the two
other Maoists killed today. Superintendent of Police of Dantewada district
Gaurav Rai said that the police had received intelligence information about
the presence of some Maoists in the Abujhmad area. After this, various
security forces together conducted a joint operation in this area. So far,
one hundred Maoists have been killed in various encounters with security
forces this year in Bastar division of Chhattisgarh.<><>

RAJIV GAUBA: Former cabinet secretary Rajiv Gauba has been appointed
full-time member of the NITI Aayog. A 1982-batch IAS officer of the
Jharkhand cadre, Mr Gauba served as the top bureaucrat of the country for
five years from 2019 to August 2024. He played a crucial role in steering
major policy decisions, including India's COVID-19 response and economic
recovery strategies. Mr Gauba has also served as Union home secretary,
secretary in the Ministry of Urban Development and chief secretary of
Jharkhand. The appointment, approved by the Prime Minister, will see Mr
Gauba continuing to serve the nation under the same terms as other full-
time members of the NITI Aayog, further cementing his legacy in India's
administrative landscape.

AIIMS - INDIGENOUS MRI: India has developed its first indigenous
Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) machine, set to be installed at the All
India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS), New Delhi, by October for
trials. The move aims to reduce treatment costs and reliance on imported
medical devices, as 80-85 percent of equipment is currently imported. The



indigenous MRI machine will help make India more self-reliant in medical
technology. Talking to reporters, the Director of AIIMS New Delhi, M
Srinivas, said that this initiative will help various companies and institutions
make necessary changes and ensure that the country has the best
equipment in the world

IPL CRICKET: In the IPL T20 Cricket, Today, Rajasthan Royals will lock
horns with Kolkata Knight Riders at Barsapara Cricket Stadium in Guwahati.
The match will begin at 7:30 PM.
Punjab Kings defeated Gujarat Titans by 11 runs at the Narendra Modi
Stadium in Ahmedabad last night.

LS - FINANCE BILL

The Lok Sabha has passed the Finance Bill, 2025. The Bill seeks to
give effect to the financial proposals of the Central Government for the
financial year 2025-2026. Replying to the discussion on the Bill, Union
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said, the Finance Bill 2025 provides
unprecedented tax relief to honour taxpayers and ease of doing business.
She said, under the new tax regime, there will be zero income tax upto the
income of 12 lakh rupees. Mrs Sitharaman announced that the New
Income tax bill is likely to be taken up for discussion in the next monsoon
session.

The Minister said, as per the expectation of people of the country and
the goal of Viksit Bharat by 2047, the Union government has taken lots of
measures through this Finance Bill. Mrs Sitharaman said, the Bill relating to
customs aims to rationalize tariffs structure to address duty inversion. She
added that this will support manufacturing Units, promote exports,
facilitate trade and provide relief to common people. Mrs Sitharaman said,
the Union budget 2025-26 aims to boost domestic production and enhance
export competitiveness by reducing duties on raw materials. She informed
that this Finance bill also proposed to remove seven custom tariff rates for
industrial goods. The Minister said, in the Finance Bill, the government has
also proposed to include 35 products in the exempted duty list to promote
battery manufacturing for Electric vehicles. Besides, 28 additional capital
goods have also been added in the exempted duty list for manufacturing of
mobile phone batteries. She said the decision will boost domestic
manufacturing. Mrs Sitharaman said, government has also proposed to



extend the period of incorporation of Start ups by five years to allow the
benefits available to them which are incorporated before 1st April 2030.

Earlier, Participating in the discussion, S Jothimani of Congress raised
the issue of unemployment in the country alleging that the government is
doing nothing to provide relief to the common man. She said, the income
tax rebate of upto 12 lakh rupees will only benefit one crore people.
Jagdambika Pal of BJP said, India is the fastest growing economy in the
world. He said, the country has become the top five economies in the
world.



