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GAURAV EP-I
18.03.2025

VAISHNAW-RAISINA DIALOGUE

Union Minister for Electronics and IT, Ashwini Vaishnaw, today
emphasized that access to large public datasets will be crucial for the
growth of Al in India. Speaking at the Raisina Dialogue 2025 in New Delhi,
Mr. Vaishnaw said that a large corpus of datasets, called AI Kosh, has been



built, along with several other multilingual data sources. He mentioned that
making GPUs available as a common compute facility is underway, with
around 14,000 GPUs already inaugurated.

Highlighting that the most important aspect of the Al journey is obtaining
datasets, the Minister said that the government has set up a common
compute structure called AI Kosh. He further underscored that the MoU
between the India Al Mission and the Indian Parliament was signed today,
as Parliament has a vast dataset in multiple languages accumulated over a
long period. Mr. Vaishnaw said that in the short term, the country must
prepare its IT industry for AL. In the medium term, it must establish its
own LLMs and ensure that universities upgrade their curricula. He added
that in the long term, India must continuously invest in new technologies
and take the lead in AI by 2047.

<><>PALLAVI/1938 HRS

GAURAV EP-I
18.03.2025

RAIJNATH-NETHERLANDS MEET

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh held a meeting with his Netherlands
counterpart, Ruben Brekelmans, in New Delhi today. The two leaders
discussed enhancing bilateral cooperation in areas such as defence,
security, information exchange, the Indo-Pacific, and new and emerging
technologies. They also explored possibilities for collaboration in
shipbuilding, equipment, and the space sector, leveraging the
complementarities in skills, technology, and scale between the two
countries. Both leaders discussed working together in domains like Artificial
Intelligence and related technologies, as well as connecting their respective
defence technology research institutes and organizations. In a social media
post, the Defence Minister stated that India looks forward to further
strengthening its defence partnership with the Netherlands.

<><>PALLAVI/2029 HRS

SJA NP-1 18.03.2025
RAISINA DIALOGUE- EAM MEETINGS



External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar todaymet British NSA Jonathan
Powell and exchanged views on bilateral, regional and global security
issues. Jaishankar also had a bilateral meeting with a host of his
counterparts from various countries, including Nepal, Thailand,
Luxembourg, Latvia and the Maldives, among others. The minister shared
the updates on his meetings in a series of posts on X. Among his other
engagements, Jaishankar also met Rafael Mariano Grossi, Director General
of International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). Jaishankar in separate posts
said that he met his Nepalese counterpart Arzu Rana Deuba and discussed
"various facets of our bilateral cooperation"

The three-day Raisina Dialogue -- India's premier conference on
geopolitics and geoeconomics -- began in the national capital on Monday.

SJA/PTI/2316 HRS

SJA NP-I 18.03.2025
NT. LS - RAILWAYS DISCUSSION

Minister of Railways Ashwini Vaishnaw has reaffirmed the
government’s commitment to making Indian Railways a modern, efficient,
and environmentally sustainable transport system. He said, Indian
Railways is in good financial condition and the government is working to
further improve it. Mr. Vaishnaw stated this while replying to the discussion
in the Lok Sabha on the working of the Ministry of Railways today. He said
passengers’ fares have not been increased since 2020 in the country and it
is very cost effective in comparison to other countries. He also said, Indian
Railways has provided five lakh jobs in the last ten years and the
recruitment process is underway for over one lakh jobs. While speaking
about punctuality of trains operation, Mr Vaishnaw stated that Indian
Railways has achieved an on-time performance of over 90 percent through
the adoption of advanced signaling systems, real-time monitoring,AI-driven
scheduling and predictive maintenance. He said, to manage passenger
demand during peak festive seasons, Indian Railway has operated a record
number of special trains. Mr Vaishnaw also informed that total number of
trains operation now exceeds Pre-COVID levels which reflects the railway’s
commitment to reliability and improved service delivery.

The Minister added that the government has focused on bringing
down rail accidents in the country. He said, there is a lot of focus on



railway and passenger safety. Mr Vaishnaw said, many technical changes
have been made and Indian Railways is constantly improving its services
by taking big steps like longer rails, electronic interlocking and fog safety
devices. He said, India has become a big exporter of railways. The Minister
said, it is exporting metro coaches to Australia, railway coaches to UK,
Saudi Arabia and France and operation equipment to Mexico, Spain,
Germany and Italy. He said Bihar's locomotives and wheels made in Tamil
Nadu will run around the world. Mr Vaishnaw said, the production of
locomotives and engines has reached one thousand four hundred. He said,
India's locomotive production is more than the entire US and Europe
combined. The Minister said, Indian Railways is continuously improving its
infrastructure. He said 34 thousand kilometres of railway tracks have been
built, which is more than the entire rail network of Germany. Mr Vaishnaw
said 50 thousand kilometres of old tracks have been replaced with new
tracks due to which there has been a big improvement in safety.
ANUPAM/DIWAKER/ANAND 2242 HRS

SJA NP-I 18.03.2025
NT. REV. KHELO INDIA PARA GAMES- LAUNCH

Khelo India Para Games 2025 has launched its anthem, mascot and
logo in the presence of Minister for Youth Affairs and Sports Dr. Mansukh
Mandaviya today in New Delhi. The Para Games are going to be held from
20th of this month till 27th March in the National Capital.

Speaking at the occasion, The Minister said that Khelo India initiative
has given a remarkable platform to athletes who can participate, thereby
elevating the country's reputation on the global stage. He also extended his
wishes to the participants of the Para India Games. He added that Khelo
India Para games will see over 1300 athletes competing.

Launched on the sidelines of the Fit India Carnival, the Khelo India
Para Games mascot Ujjwala is inspired by the house sparrow of Delhi
symbolising the pride and fighting spirit of the city. The mascot also
personifies the para athletes, who are also a beacon of resilience and
perseverance.

Khelo India Para Games is part of the Khelo India mission to provide a
platform for talented athletes to showcase their sporting and competitive
skills. More than one thousand three hundred para athletes will compete in
six disciplines in the KIPG-2025 which includes para archery, para athletics,



para badminton, para powerlifting, para shooting and para table tennis.
<><>AMAN/MAIL/1029

TRIPTI MP-II

19.03.2025
NASA - ISS RETURN

Astronauts Sunita Williams and Butch Wilmore of NASA have returned
on earth early this morning aboard a SpaceX Crew Dragon Spacecraft.
Their SpaceX capsule parachuted into the Gulf of Mexico. Splashdown
occurred off the coast of Tallahassee in the Florida Panhandle, bringing to
an end the nine month ordeal of the two astronauts. With this the
astronauts concluded their trip with SpaceX’s Crew-9, a routine
International Space Station, ISS staff rotation mission, alongside NASA's
Nick Hague and Russian cosmonaut Aleksandr Gorbunov. Wilmore and
Williams were on the International Space Station since June of last year,
following the maiden crewed mission of the Boeing Starliner spacecraft,
which encountered technical issues that rendered it unsuitable for their
return journey. The two astronauts ended up spending 286 days in space
— 278 days longer than anticipated.

Four Crew-10 astronauts arrived at the ISS on Sunday, taking over
duties at the space station.
<<>>
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LS-PM:

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today asserted Maha Kumbh in Prayagraj has
reflected spirit of rising India and entire world witnessed the power of the
country. He added that unity in diversity is a speciality of India, which was
experienced during the recently concluded Maha Kumbh. Making a
statement in the Lok Sabha on Maha Kumbh, Modi said when the entire
world is going through challenging times, the grand show of this unity is
the country's biggest strength. He underlined the need to continue
enriching this speciality of unity in diversity.
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Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has said that Public
Sector Banks have made the recovery of written off loans worth over two
lakh 27 thousand crore rupees. Replying in the Rajya Sabha today, the
Finance Minister said, recovery of written off loans by the Public Sector
Banks has gone up to the level of over 35 thousand crore rupees in the
year 2022-23. She stressed that defaulters do not escape from the
consequences and recovery of loans is an on-going process.



