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Govt UPS

The Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority (PFRDA) has
notified regulations for operationalisation of the Unified Pension Scheme
(UPS). This follows the UPS notification in January this year by the
Government of India for Central Government Employees covered under
NPS. The regulations will come into effect from 1% of next month. These
Regulations enable enrolment of three categories of central government
employees. The first category includes an existing central government
employee in service as on 1st April 2025, who is covered under NPS while
the second category includes new recruit in the central government
services, who joins service on or after the 1st day of April 2025. The third
category includes a central government employee who were part of the
NPS and retired on or before March 31, 2025-whether through regular
retirement, voluntary retirement, or retirement under Fundamental Rules
56(j) and is eligible for UPS.
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21.03.2025
LONDON AIRPORT-FIRE

In London, the Heathrow Airport is closed for 24 hours after a huge
fire outbreak at a power substation. It led to a significant power outage
and left over 16,000 homes without electricity. The power outage resulted
in disrupting operations at one of the world’s busiest airports and throwing
the travel plans of hundreds of thousands into disarray.

In a social media post this morning, the airport authority advised the
passengers not to travel and contact their respective airlines for further
details. According to the local media, over 150 people have also been
evacuated.

NEELAM/NET/0948 HRS

SHUKLA MP-I1 21.03.2025
ZELENSKY - RUSSIA UKRAINE MEET

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky confirmed that Ukrainian and
Russian representatives will meet their American counterparts respectively
in Saudi Arabia on Monday. Addressing a press conference in Oslo, Norway
yesterday, Zelensky reaffirmed Ukraine's commitment to diplomatic talks
with the US while expressing skepticism about Russia's willingness to agree
to a ceasefire. However, Zelensky added that Ukraine does not believe
Russia will agree to a ceasefire.

During the press conference, Norwegian Prime Minister Jonas Gahr
Store Store emphasised that Ukraine must have a place at the negotiating
table in ceasefire discussions. He said that a strong European voice is
important when discussing Ukraine's future.

VISHNU/IANS/0818

SHUKLA MP-I1 21.03.2025
TRUMP - TARIFFS ON INDIA

US President Donald Trump has said that he expects India to
significantly reduce tariffs. In an interview with a news channel, Trump
said that he shares a good relationship with India. However, he
emphasized that he would proceed with his plan to impose a reciprocal
tariff rate starting April 2.



When asked about the India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor
(IMEC), Trump described it as a collaboration of wonderful nations uniting
to counter countries that seek to harm the U.S. through unfair trade
practices.

The IMEC was proposed during the 2023 G20 Summit in New Delhi.
Along with India and the United States, Saudi Arabia, the European Union,
the United Arab Emirates, France, Germany, and Italy signed a
Memorandum of Understanding for the project. The corridor would include
both sea and land routes, connecting India to Italy via the Middle East,
with aspirations to extend across the Atlantic to the United States.

VISHNU/IANS/0746

SHUKLA MP-11 21.03.2025
REV. SWISS OPEN BADMINTON

In badminton, India's Sankar Subramanian has stormed into the
Men's Singles quarterfinals of the Swiss Open Championship in Basel,
Switzerland. Subramanian, ranked 64th in the world, defeated the current
World No. 2, Anders Antonsen of Denmark, 18-21, 21-12, 21-5. He will
next take on Christo Popov of France in the quarterfinals today.

In Women's Doubles, India’s Treesa Jolly and her partner Gayatri
Gopichand have also entered the quarterfinals. The top Indian women's
doubles pair secured a straight-game victory over Germany’s Amelie
Lehmann and Selin Hubsch, winning 21-12, 21-8. They will next face Hong
Kong China’s eighth-seeded pair, Yeung Nga Ting and Yeung Pui Lam, for
a place in the semifinals today.

All other Indian players lost their pre-quarterfinal matches in their
respective categories. In Men's Singles, ace shuttler Kidambi Srikanth
suffered a meek defeat against China’s World Number 6, Li Shi Feng, 15-
21, 11-21. Meanwhile, compatriot Priyanshu Rajawat lost to France’s Toma
Popov, 15-21, 17-21. In Women's Singles, Anupama Upadhyaya faced a
straight-game defeat against Indonesia's Putri Kusuma Wardani, 17-21, 19-
21, while Isharani Baruah fell short against China’s Han Qianxi, 19-21, 21-
18, 18-21. In Mixed Doubles, the Indian pair of Sathish Karunakaran and
Aadya Variyatth also lost to Taiwan's K. Liu and Y. Jheng, 14-21, 16-21.
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21.03.2025
TN-MEETING

The first meeting on Fair delimitation will be held tomorrow at
Chennai. The meeting led by the DMK leader and Chief Minister M.K.Stalin
will be attended by political representatives and leaders from various
parties in Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Karnataka, Telangana, Odisha and West
Bengal. The first round of discussion will have several agendas including
discussion on federalism and issues of delimitation.

<><>JOY/CHENNAI/MAIL/1103 HRS
SHUKLA MP-I1 21.03.2025
IOC PRESIDENT

Zimbabwe's Kirsty Coventry has been elected as President of
International Olympic Committee (IOC). She has become the first female
President in IOC history. The 41-year-old Zimbabwean was elected at the
144th IOC Session in Costa Navarino, Greece yesterday. President-elect
Coventry received 49 votes in the first round, exactly the number required
for a majority from the 97 votes cast. Coventry will succeed the ninth I0C
President, Thomas Bach, whose 12-year tenure will officially end after June
23.

International Cricket Council (ICC) chairman Jay Shah has
congratulated Kirsty Coventry on becoming the first female president of the
IOC. Mr Shah was present during the 144th IOC Session where Coventry
was chosen as IOC President.

CB/IANS/0431

HIMANI RANA DPP 21.03.2025
SHIVRAJ - AGRICULTURE

Union Agriculture and Farmer Welfare Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
has urged the opposition parties to allow discussion on Agriculture in
Parliament so that the work for the welfare of farmers can be taken
forward. Talking to reporters outside Parliament, Mr Chouhan said, the
Union government is always ready to discuss the issues of farmers in the
Parliament. He said, the welfare of farmers is the top priority of the Modi
government.



(Byte - Shivraj Singh Chouhan)
<><>DIPENDRA/1122

PM-BAVALIYALI DHAM

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has underscored the need to develop villages
as the first step toward building a Viksit Bharat. He said this during the
programme of Bavaliyali Dham related to the Bharwad Samaj of Gujarat
through video message. Mr Modi highlighted the importance of collective
efforts, reiterating his statement from the Red Fort about "Sabka Prayas"
being the nation's greatest strength.

[(null) - NEW - 0815- PM- VIKSIT BHARAT - ]

Mr. Modi emphasised on the importance of education for empowering
the community through modernity as the way forward. The Prime Minister
urged the community's children, especially daughters, to excel academically
and contribute to a stronger society.

REV. VAISHNAW-AWARDS

Electronics and IT Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw emphasized that India
has been great in the service sector and now it must also strive to become
a product nation. Speaking at the Indian Web Browser Development
Challenge and Chips to Startup Programme award ceremony in New Delhi
this evening, Mr. Vaishnaw said, India has a strong IT sector with
revenues more than 282 billion dollars and the focus so far was on
services. He said, Government of India is promoting start-ups,
academia to develop software products and the goal is to develop
India into a product nation. The Minister highlighted a shift from the
traditional approach-where only select government institutions led
development-to a collaborative model. He noted that today, academia,
startups, students, and researchers are coming together to drive innovation
and create new solutions. He said, Government threw open the
challenge to develop indigenous browser and academia, startups,
students, researchers responded enthusiastically. Mr Vaishnaw
said, advantages of India’s own browser, will be security of the
data, it will be compliant with Data Protection Act. data of Indian
citizens will be India only and this browser will be compatible
with iOS, Windows and Android. He said, developing browser is



the first concrete step towards building entire Indian concrete
stack soon. He said, the solutions have to come from all aspects of the
industry and all talented people must join hands together and bring the
solutions.

GOYAL - NASSCOM

Minister of Commerce and Industry, Piyush Goyal has called for a
collective commitment from the government and the IT sector to achieve a
450 billion dollars services export target. Addressing the inaugural session
of NASSCOM Global Confluence 2025 in New Delhi, the Minister expressed
confidence that in 2025-26, India’s services exports could surpass
merchandise exports, with IT at the forefront. Mr Goyal added that services
exports are expected to reach between 380 billion dollars and 385 billion
dollars this year, further solidifying India’s global presence. He also
recognised the rapid growth of MSMEs in IT, tourism, business accounting,
and financial services and emphasized the sector’s high job creation
potential. Mr Goyal further stressed the need to attract Global Capability
Centers (GCCs) to India, leveraging the country’s vast talent pool.



