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PARAS NP-I
19/03/2025

NT. LS- MINISTRY OF JAL SHAKTI

The Lok Sabha has taken up discussion on the Demands for Grants under
the control of the Ministry of Jal Shakti for 2025-26. Initiating the
discussion in the House, Jagdambika Pal of BJP said that the Narendra
Modi government has provided a budget of over 99 thousand 500 crore
rupees to the Ministry of Jal Shakti for the year 2025-26. He said, the
allocation 93 percent more than the the last year Budgetary provision of
51 thousand and 558 crore rupees. He said, the government is
implementing Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) - Har Ghar Jal to make provision of
tap water supply to every rural household. He said, this year's budget, the
government has allocated 67 thousand crore rupees towards JJM. The BIP
leader further informed that a budgetary provision of 8 thousand 260
crore rupees has been made for Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana,
two thousand 400 crore rupees allocated for Namami Gange and one
thousand 700 crore rupees for Atal Bhujal Yojana. Mr Pal also informed
that tap water connections have been provided to 15 crore rural
households till 21st of January,2025 since the inception of JJM. He also
spoke about the interlining of various river projects being undertaken in the
present regime.

Participating in the discussion, T R Baalu of DMK said, the under Jal
Jeevan Mission so far only 80 percent of the work has been completed as



only over 15 crore rural households have been covered under the scheme.
He said, the reset of the work should be completed on time. Mr Baalu
alleged that the government has not made any scheme for interlinking of
Himalayan and Peninsular rivers. He also sought to know form the
government as to when the Ken - Betwa River Link Project will be
completed.

Rahul Kaswan of Congress alleged that despite providing tap water
connections under Jal Jeevan Mission, there is still scarcity of water in lakhs
of villages. He said, the annual rainfall in the country is nearly four
thousand Billion Cubic Meters and out of it one thousand 200 BCM water
flow into ocean due to lack of storage. He said, the government should pay
attention towards this. He also said that the government spent only four
thousand and 16 crore rupees under Namai Gange programme from 2015-
16 to 2021-22 which is only 20 percent of total budget. He said, the
government should think about focussed implementation of the such
programmes.

Virendra Singh of Samajwadi Party demanded the government to
complete the work of Bansagar Project so that irrigation facility could be
available in the districts of Sonbhadra, Chandauli and Mirzapur of Uttar
Pradesh. He also raised the issue of ground water depletion.

Lovely Anand of JD(U) said that since 2014, under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi unprecedented work has been done in the
area of water conservation and supply of water. She said, under Jal Jeevan
Mission, lakhs of rural households have been provided piped water.

Basavaraj Bommai of BJP said the Narendra Modi government has
made drinking water a priority. He said, the Jal Jeevan Mission has been
successful in providing drinking water to 15 crore rural households.

Other members including Bapi Haldar of TMC, Bastipati Nagaraju of
TDP, Rajabhau Parag Prakash Waje of Shiv Sena( UBT), M Mallesh Babu
of IDS, and Nilesh Dnyandev Lanke of NCP(SP) also participated in the
discussion.

The discussion remained inconclusive. Later, the House was
adjourned for the day.
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SANJIO DP-1
19.03.2025

PM-BILL GATES

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today met Bill Gates, the founder of
the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, in New Delhi. In a social media
post, Mr Modi said that he and Mr. Gates had discussion on a wide range of
issues, including technology, innovation, and sustainability with a focus on
creating a better future for the coming generations.

Mr. Gates also shared in his social media post that he had a great
discussion with Prime Minister Modi about India’s development, the path to
Viksit Bharat @ 2047, and exciting advancements in health, agriculture, Al,
and other sectors that are making an impact today.

<><>PALLAVI/1938 HRS

PARAS MP-1I 20.03.2025
MORN. FOOTBALL INDIA MALDIVES

In Football, India defeated Maldives 3-0 in an International friendly
match at Shillong last evening. Thanks to the goals from Rahul Bheke,
Liston Colaco and Indian captain Sunil Chhetri, Indian team registered
victory in the match. The match was a dress rehearsal for the all-important
AFC Asian Cup qualifier against Bangladesh at the same venue on 25th of
this month.
The Indian captain scored his 95th international goal in his comeback
match. The 40-year-old Chhetri came out of his international retirement
earlier this month to help the team successfully navigate the qualifiers for
the continent's top football tournament.

<><><> NET/0313 HRS

PARAS MP-II
20-03-25



MORN. US-UKRAINE

United States says that Ukranian President Volodymyr Zelensky has
agreed to a partial ceasefire in the war against Russia that was discussed
by US President Donald Trump and his Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin.
The White House said last night that the US President briefed Mr. Zelensky
on a phone call about his conversation with Mr. Putin and the key issues
discussed. Karoline Leavitt, the White House spokesperson said, the two
leaders have agreed on a partial ceasefire. She added that technical teams
will meet in Saudi Arabia in the coming days to discuss broadening the
ceasefire to the Black Sea on the way to a full ceasefire. While President
Trump had earlier proposed a 30-day ceasefire, President Zelenskyy and
President Putin agreed instead on a limited ceasefire regarding only the
energy and infrastructure sectors. Levitt said, President Trump and
President Zelensky reviewed the situation in Kursk and agreed to share
information closely between their defense staffs. President Zelensky has
asked for additional air defense systems to protect his civilians. President
Trump also discussed Ukraine's electrical supply and nuclear power plants.
He said that the United States could be very helpful in running those plants
with its electricity and utility expertise.

<><><>CB/IANS/0418

PARAS MP-I
20.03.2025

MORN. GADKARI EXPO

Union Road Transport and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari has said
that green power constitutes more than 42 percent of the country’s total
power basket. Addressing the 32" Convergence India Expo, Smart Mobility
India Expo and 10" Smart Cities India 2025 in New Delhi yesterday, Mr
Gadkari emphasized that the government is giving special priority to
alternative fuel and biofuel.

Highlighting various projects that will reduce travel time in future, the
Minister said, the distance between Delhi and Dehradun, Delhi and Jaipur
as well as Chennai and Bangalore will reduce to two hours. He added that
the travel time between Delhi and Mumbai will also be reduced to twelve



hours.
(BYTE- GADKARI)

Mr Gadkari underscored that the every project includes four
important aspects which are proven technology, availability of raw
material, economic viability and marketing of the finished product. The
Minister also said that our society stands on the pillars of ethics, economy,
ecology and environment.

<<<>>> CB/BHANU/0414

PARAS MP-I
20.03.2025

MORN. PREZ UDYAM UTSAV

President Droupadi Murmu will attend the Udyam Utsav at Amrit
Udyan in Rashtrapati Bhavan today. The event is being organized by the
Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises. The Udyam Utsav seeks
to empower and encourage MSMEs by bringing the country's vibrant
heritage closer to the citizens. It will culminate on 30™ of this month. More
from our correspondent:

(V/C-BHANU in dubbing)

The event will feature seven pavilions showcasing diverse

products ranging from handicrafts to agro-based products.
Pavilion will also feature Green MSME Technologies, Women

Entrepreneurs, PM Vishwakarma and Tribal Entrepreneurs, Khadi

and Village Industries, and MSME Business Support Pavilion. The
pavilion will showcase various trades and live pottery
demonstration. Activities such as Hunar Sangeet Nukkad Natak,
Saree Draping Sessions, and Rajasthani Puppet Maker

demonstrations will also be key feature during the event. Udyam
Utsav will be opened for public from 10 AM to 8 PM everyday.

Bhanu Pratap Singh, Akashvani News, Delhi. <<<>>>
CB/BHANU/BHUPENDRA/0410




PARAS MP-1I 20.03.2025
MORN. SWISS OPEN BADMINTON

In Swiss Open Badminton, India's Treesa Jolly and her partner
Gayatri Gopichand will face the German pair of Selin Hubsch and Amelie
Lehmann in Women's Doubles pre-quarterfinals in Basel, Switzerland
today. The ace Indian duo defeated Switzerland's Aline Miller and
Netherlands' Kelly van Buiten 21-16, 21-17 in the first round yesterday.

In other matches, two-time Olympic medallist P.V. Sindhu lost to
Denmark's Julie Dawall Jakobsen in the Women's Singles first round 17-21,
19-21 last evening, while Malvika Bansod was defeated by Canada's
Michelle Li 22-20, 14-21, 19-21.

In Men's Singles, India's Kidambi Srikanth defeated compatriot H.S.
Prannoy in the first round 23-21,23-21.

<><><> NET/0326 HRS

SANJIO: MEENU EPP 19.03.2025
LS MINORITY COMMUNITIES

Minority Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju today said government is striving
to improve the socio-economic status of all communities, including minority
communities, through various schemes and incentives. In a written reply in
Lok Sabha, Mr Rijiju said his Ministry specifically implements various
schemes across the country for socio-economic and educational
empowerment of minority communities. The schemes and programmes
implemented by Minority Affairs Ministry include Educational Empowerment
Schemes, PM VIKAS and Pradhan Mantri Jan Vikas Karyakaram. Mr Rijiju
said all the schemes together have contributed in the acquisition of high-
level skills, greater opportunities in livelihood, high employability potential,
improved access to better infrastructure, improved health and in the overall
welfare of the Minority Communities.

<><>Suparna/1934 hrs
SANJIO EP-I 19.03.2025

MANDAVIYA-NDTL



Union Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports Dr Mansukh Mandaviya
inaugurated the National Dope Testing Laboratory Annual Conference-2025
in New Delhi today. The theme for the annual conference is Anti-Doping
Science: Innovations and Challenges. In a statement the Ministry of Youth
Affairs and Sports said that the event provided a vital platform for
scientists, coaches, physical education professionals, sports federations,
and students to engage in insightful discussions on the latest
advancements and challenges in anti-doping science. Speaking at the
occasion, Dr Mandaviya reaffirmed the government's commitment to
promoting clean and fair competition in sports. He emphasized the
importance of early education on doping, advocating for its inclusion in
school curricula and the launch of awareness campaigns in rural areas. The
minister also stressed the need for greater involvement of sports
federations and organizations to ensure that all athletes are well-informed
about anti-doping regulations.

<<<>>> SAKLEN/1639

SANJIO DP-1

19.03.2025
PRESIDENT-RAMNATH AWARDS

President Droupadi Murmu today highlighted that Al is disrupting the
world, creating new opportunities as well as new challenges in many
sectors including journalism. The President said this while presenting the
19th Ramnath Goenka Excellence in Journalism Awards in New Delhi. She
stressed on the urgent need to sensitise all citizens about the hazard of
deep fakes and other misuses of artificial intelligence. The President
mentioned that the Ramnath Goenka awards have contributed to the
process of raising the bar of excellence in Indian journalism, and thus
enriching the roots of our democracy.

(BYTE-PRESIDENT)

She said that news gathering, which is the soul of journalism, must
be strengthened. The President further stressed on the need to devote
more resources in encouraging the culture of reporting from the ground.
She said that the importance of free and fair journalism for democracy
cannot be overestimated. She underlined that if the citizens are not well-
informed, the democratic processes lose their very meaning. The President
said that the news media is called the Fourth Estate, because it plays a
vital role in a modern State.



(BYTE-PRESIDENT)

Highlighting the significance of the Ramnath Goenka Awards, she
noted that the country, through these awards, honours the legacy of
Ramnath Goenka, the founder of the Indian Express Group and a great
icon of Indian media. The President also mentioned that the Ramnath
Goenka Awards have contributed to raising the bar of excellence in Indian
journalism, thereby strengthening the foundations of democracy. She
emphasized that these awards recognize and celebrate the best of Indian

journalism.
(BYTE-PRESIDENT)
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