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MK MP-II

11.03.2025
MORN. PM-MAURITIUS VISIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will reach Port Louis this morning on a
two-day State visit to Mauritius. In his departure statement, the Prime
Minister said that Mauritius is a close maritime neighbour, a key partner in
the Indian Ocean, and a gateway to the African Continent. Mr Modi said
both nations are connected by history, geography and culture. He said
deep mutual trust, a shared belief in the values of democracy, and
celebration of diversity are the strengths of both countries.

The Prime Minister said he is looking forward to the opportunity to
engage with the Mauritius leadership to elevate the partnership in all its
facets and strengthen the enduring friendship for the progress and
prosperity of peoples, as well as for security and development in the Indian
Ocean Region. He expressed confidence that this visit will build on the
foundations of the past and open a new and bright chapter in the India
and Mauritius relationship.

Mr Modi will visit the Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam Botanical Garden
today to pay tribute to Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam and Sir Anerood
Jugnauth. He will also plant a sapling in this complex. After this, the Prime
Minister will meet President Dharam Gokul. Mr Modi will participate in a



community event this evening. A large number of people of Indian origin
living in Mauritius will be present on this occasion. Later, Mr Modi will meet
his Mauritius counterpart Navin Chandra Ramgoolam.

Prime Minister Modi will attend the National Day celebrations of
Mauritius tomorrow as the Chief Guest. A contingent of Indian Defence
Forces will participate in the celebrations along with a ship from the Indian
Navy. Several pacts in areas of maritime security, capacity building and
trade are likely to be signed during the visit. The relationship between
India and Mauritius is very old and multifaceted. This visit of the Prime
Minister is expected to take these relations to newer heights.

Anupam/Vikalp/Suparna/CB/0435HRS

MK:: HK MP-1 11.03.2025
PREZ-PUNJAB VISIT

President Droupadi Murmu will be on a two-day visit to Punjab and
Union Territory Chandigarh starting today.

During her Punjab visit, she will be gracing two convocation ceremonies of
the Central University of Punjab (CUP) and All India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) at Bathinda. The President will be accompanied by
Punjab Governor, Gulab Chand Kataria at both the events besides other
dignitaries. Our correspondent reports that elaborate security
arrangements have been put in place at all the venues.

(V/C- RAJESH BALI)

"At the Central University of Punjab, the President will
confer 1,031 postgraduate degrees and 60 Ph.D. degrees, while
43 Gold Medals will also be awarded to meritorious scholars for
their academic excellence. Five Honorary Causa (D.Litt.) degrees

will also be given to distinguished personalities in recognition of
their exceptional contributions in their respective fields.

At AITIMS, the President will present 72 degrees and medals
in MBBS, Doctor of Medicine, Master of Surgery and Master of
Dental Surgery.

During the evening, the President will attend a civic
reception at Mohali which has been hosted by the Punjab

Government in her honour. Governors and Chief Ministers of

Punjab and Haryana and other dignitaries will be present there.
On March 12th, the President will grace the 72nd

convocation ceremony of Panjab University (PU) at Chandigarh.
RAJESH BALIL, AKASHVANI NEWS, JALANDHAR. "

RAJESH BALI/JALANDHAR/MAIL/0448




MK MP-1
11.03.2025
AGRICULTURE-DATA

The Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare has released Second
Advance Estimates of production of Major Agricultural Crops for the year
2024-25. The estimated Kharif food grain production stands at
approximately one thousand 664 lakh metric tons, while Rabi food grain
production is projected to exceed one thousand 645 lakh metric tons.

Kharif rice production is estimated at over one thousand 206 lakh
metric tons, marking an increase from around one thousand 132 LMT in
2023-24. Production of tur and gram is estimated at 35.11 lakh metric tons
and 115.35 lakh metric tons, respectively.

Releasing the data on major agricultural crops, Union Minister of
Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare Shivraj Singh Chouhan said that under
the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the Central Government is
continuously working towards the development of the agricultural sector.
He highlighted that the Ministry of Agriculture is providing assistance and
encouragement to farmers through various schemes, resulting in a record
increase in agricultural crop production.

<><><>ANAND/BHANU/cb/0518HRS

NEELAM NP-II

10.03.2025
GREENLAND ELECTIONS

Greenland is heading to the polls tomorrow for decisive elections that
could shape its future. Amid discussions of greater independence, polls
show that Greenlanders oppose joining the United States, despite Trump's
past buyout proposal.

The elections have attracted global attention after Donald Trump’s
repeated assertions about acquiring the autonomous territory, using
military and economic force if necessary. The poll, which takes place
against a backdrop of growing calls for independence, is also being closely
scrutinised by Denmark, which ruled Greenland as a colony until 1953 and
continues to control its foreign and security policy. Greenland, along with
the Faroe Islands, remains part of the Danish kingdom.

In his speech to Congress last week, Trump said that he would
acquire Greenland “one way or the other”. And yesterday, he appealed to
Greenlanders directly by reiterating his invitation to join the US and



pledging to “invest billions of dollars to create new jobs for them.
EINC DESK/NET/0148

MK MP-I
11.03.2025
JAISHANKAR-ARMENIA FM

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar said India and Armenia ties
are deeply rooted in history. During the opening remarks in his meeting
with Foreign Minister of Armenia Ararat Mirzoyan in Delhi yesterday, Dr
Jaishankar said bilateral trade and defence collaboration have increased.
He also expressed happiness that they have joined the International Big
Cat alliance.
The External Affairs Minister noted that the first Armenian newspaper was
published in India. <><>Suparna/cb/0509HRS

MK MP-1 11.03.2025
MORN. LS - WORKER

Government has informed that that over 30 crore 68 lakh unorganised
workers have been registered on e-Shram Portal. The portal was launched
in 2021 for creation of a comprehensive National Database of Unorganised
Workers. In a written reply to a question in the Lok Sabha yesterday,
Minister of State for Labour and Employment Minister Shobha Karandlaje
said that of the total registered workers, more than 53 per cent are
women. She said, so far, 13 schemes of different Central Ministries and
Departments have already been integrated with the e-Shram. This include
PM-SVANidhi, Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana, Pradhan Mantri
Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana, Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana - Gramin and
Ayushman Bharat - Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana.

<><> DIPENDRA/ ANAND/cb/

0541HRS

SANJIO : MEENU EPP

10.03.2025
REV RS - RAILWAY AMENDMENT BILL

Parliament has passed the Railways (Amendment) Bill 2024
with the Rajya Sabha approving it today. The bill seeks to amend
the Railways Act 1989 and intended to enhance the power of the
Railways Board and enhance the functioning and independence of



the body. Lok Sabha has already given its nod to this Railways
(Amendment) Bill 2024 last year.

Replying to a discussion on the Bill, Railways Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said, Indian railway is undergoing continuous
reforms focussing on infrastructure modernisation, technology
adoption and improves safety. He said, in the last 11 years, 34
thousand new railway tracks have been laid down and 45
thousand kilometres of tracks have been electrified. Mr Vaishnaw
said the government has accorded high priority to railway and
passenger safety. He said, during the UPA regime only eight to ten
thousand crore rupees was allocated towards safety measures but
in the Modi government over one lakh crore rupees is being
invested in this aspect. The Minister said, unmanned railway
crossings have been completely eliminated. Mr Vaishnaw
highlighted that the annual rail accidents have come down
significantly from 171 incidents to 30. He said that the
government is not satisfied with this improvement and is taking
more steps to curb it. He also talked about LHB coaches, fog
safety devices and anti-collision device KAVACH.

The Minister also rejected the opposition allegation saying
that the Modi government believes in cooperative federalism and
lots of projects are being executed in cooperation with the state
government.

To a question on a recent incident at New Delhi railway
stations, Mr Vaishnaw said, the probe in the matter is going on
and the matter should not be politicised. The Minister rejected the
allegation of opposition members saying that the CCTV cameras
were not switched off after the New Delhi stampede. He said, to
prevent such incidents in future, the Ministry will set up a
permanent holding area at 60 railway stations across the country.
Mr Vaishnaw informed that as a pilot project, the work on five
railway stations namely New Delhi, Anand Vihar, Varanasi,
Ayodhya and Ghaziabad has begun.

Earlier, initiating the discussion on the bill, Vivek K Tankha of
Congress said that Indian railways carry not only just passengers but the
hopes, dreams and struggle of billions of people. He said, for the growth of
the railways it is necessary to grant full autonomy to the Railway board and
railway should become a transparent organisation. Mr Tankha also
demanded to restore the subsidies in Railways for senior citizens and
journalists. Supporting the Bill, BJP MP Subhash Barala said, the aim of this
bill is to make the administrative functioning of Railways more smooth,



transparent and accountable. He said, the bill intends to grant legal
backing to the railway board which will bring comprehensive changes in
the railway. Sushmita Dev of Trinamool Congress said the priority of the
government should ensure safety and security of passengers. Members
from other political parties took part in the discussion.<>

<><>DIPENDRA/ANAND/1907

MK MP-I1 11.03.2025
REV.WPL CRICKET

In the Women's Premier League (WPL) Cricket, Mumbai Indians
defeated Gujarat Giants by 9 runs at the Brabourne Stadium in Mumbai last
night. With this win, Mumbai Indians joined Delhi Capitals at 10 points but
stayed at second position due to a lower net run-rate. On being invited to
bat first, Mumbai Indians made 179 runs for 6 wickets in stipulated 20
overs. Skipper Harmanpreet Kaur scored highest 54 runs. In response to
this, Gujarat Giants got bundled out for 170 on their last ball of innings
despite Bharti Fulmali's fiery innings of 61 runs in just 25 balls. For Mumbai
Indians, Hayley Matthews and Amelia Kerr bagged 3 wickets each. Mumbai
Indians skipper Harmanpreet Kaur got the Player of the Match award for
record sixth time in the history of WPL.

Today, Mumbai Indians will face Royal Challengers Bengaluru at the
same venue to strengthen their chances of finishing on top of standings.
The match will begin at 07:30 this evening.

CHIRAG/NET/0623HRS



