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VISHNU MP-1 09.03.2025
MORN. PARLIAMENT-BUDGET SESSION

The second part of Budget session of Parliament will begin tomorrow.
The second phase of the session which willl continue till 4th April will have
20 sittings. During the session, discussion and voting on Demands for
Grants for the year 2025-26 and related Appropriation Bill will take place.
Besides, several legislations including the Banking Laws (Amendment) Bill,
the Coastal Shipping Bill, 2024 the Tribhuvan Sahkari University Bill, the
Immigration and Foreigners Bill, 2025 and the Railways (Amendment) Bill
will be taken up for discussion and passage. The first part of the Budget
Session of Parliament was held from 31st January to 13th February.
President Droupadi Murmu had addressed both Houses of Parliament and
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman had presented the Union Budget
during the first part of the session. The Lok Sabha had recorded 112 per



cent productivity during the first part.
<><><> CB/ANUPAM/0459 HRS

VISHNU MP-I 09.03.2025
MORN. MEA-PM MAURITIUS

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will embark on a two-day state visit to
Mauritius starting Tuesday. Briefing the media in New Delhi last evening,
Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri said that this will be Prime Minister Modi's
first visit to Mauritius since 2015. He emphasized that India’s relations with
Mauritius are rooted in a shared history, culture, and strong people-to-
people ties that date back several centuries. Mr. Misri described Mauritius
as one of India’s key partners in the Indian Ocean and a close maritime
neighbor. He also recalled that it was in Mauritius in 2015, the Prime
Minister had articulated vision SAGAR, Security and Growth for All in the
Region, which underscored India's commitment to the Indian Ocean
Region. The Foreign Secretary highlighted India’s strong development
partnership with Mauritius, noting that bilateral ties have deepened
significantly over the past decade. He added that the visit will provide an
opportunity for both nations to review and strengthen their partnership.

One of the key highlights of the visit is Prime Minister Modi’s
invitation as the Chief Guest at Mauritius’ National Day celebrations. A
contingent of the Indian Defence Forces, a ship from the Indian Navy, and
the Akash Ganga skydiving team from the Indian Air Force will also
participate in the event. The Prime Minister is scheduled to arrive in Port
Louis early Tuesday morning, where he will receive a ceremonial welcome.
Mr. Misri added that the Prime Minister will visit the Sir Seewoosagur
Ramgoolam Botanical Garden to pay homage to Seewoosagur Ramgoolam,
the former Prime Minister and founding father of Mauritius, as well as Sir
Anerood Jugnauth, former President and Prime Minister of Mauritius.

During the visit, Prime Minister Modi will call on Mauritius’ President
Dharambeer Gokhool, hold discussions with Prime Minister Dr.
Navinchandra Ramgoolam, and meet senior dignitaries and political
leaders. The Foreign Secretary said thet Mr. Modi will also engage with
members of the Indian-origin community and inaugurate two key projects-
the Civil Service College and the Area Health Centre, both built with India’s
grant assistance. Additionally, a number of Memorandums of
Understanding (MoUs) will be exchanged during the visit to further
strengthen bilateral cooperation.
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MORN. LABOUR - PORTAL

The Ministry of Labour and Employment has urged platform workers
to register themselves on the e-Shram portal for formal recognition and
access to the benefits of the Ayushman Bharat- Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana (AB-PMJAY). The AB-PMJAY health scheme provides coverage of 5
lakh rupees per family per year for secondary and tertiary care
hospitalization across more than 31 thousand public and private empaneled
hospitals in the country. Recognizing the contributions of gig and platform
workers to the nation’s economy, the Union Budget 2025-26 includes
provisions for the registration of online platform workers on the e-Shram
portal, issuance of identity cards, and healthcare coverage. The Ministry
highlighted that the gig and platform economy is expanding, creating new
job opportunities in sectors such as ridesharing, delivery, logistics, and
professional services. According to NITI Aayog, India’s gig economy is
projected to employ over one crore workers in 2024-25, with the workforce
expected to grow to 2.35 crore by 2029-30. To ensure the early
implementation of these budget provisions, the Ministry will soon launch
the scheme.
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VISHNU MP-1 09.03.2025
MORN. INDIA - US

India has significantly reduced its average applied tariffs for key
developed countries such as Australia, the UAE, Switzerland, and Norway
under recently concluded, mutually beneficial Bilateral Trade Agreements.
Sources indicate that similar negotiations are currently underway with the
European Union and the United Kingdom, among other partners. They
added that the ongoing discussions with the United States should be
viewed in this context. In February this year, India and the US agreed to
negotiate the first tranche of a mutually beneficial, multi-sector Bilateral
Trade Agreement by the fall of 2025. Prime Minister Narendra Modi and US
President Donald Trump agreed to designate senior representatives to
advance the negotiations. Accordingly, an Indian delegation led by the
Commerce and Industry Minister visited Washington this week and met
with the US Commerce Secretary, the US Trade Representative, and their
teams. Sources further said that discussions on tariffs and other aspects of
trade, highlighted during Prime Minister Modi’s visit to Washington, are
ongoing. They emphasized that both countries have their respective



interests and sensitivities, which are legitimate matters for discussion.
Given that negotiations have just begun, sources noted that it would be
premature to discuss details at this stage. Each dimension of the
agreement will be shaped by the interests of both sides.
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VISHNU MP-II 09.03.2025
ICC CHAMPIONS TROPHY-FINAL

In cricket, India is set to face New Zealand in the ICC Champions
Trophy 2025 final at the Dubai International Cricket Stadium this
afternoon. The highly anticipated title clash is scheduled to begin at 2:30
PM IST. Team India remains unbeaten in the tournament, having secured
a 44-run victory over the Kiwis in the group stage. Meanwhile, New
Zealand won all their remaining matches, setting the stage for an exciting
showdown. Speaking at a pre-match press conference, Indian vice-captain
Shubman Gill highlighted that India's T20 World Cup victory last year has
eased some of the pressure on the squad as they prepare for another
major final. Paul Reiffel and Richard Illingworth, both from the Emirates
ICC Elite Panel of Umpires, will officiate today’s final. Both umpires were
involved in the semi-finals, with Illingworth standing in India’s victory over
Australia and Reiffel officiating New Zealand’s win against South Africa.
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VISHNU MP-II 09.03.2025
WOMENS PREMIER LEAGUE CRICKET

In the Women’s Premier League (WPL) Cricket, UP Warriorz defeated
Royal Challengers Bengaluru (RCB) by 12 runs at the Ekana Cricket
Stadium in Lucknow last night. With this loss, defending champions RCB
became the second team to be eliminated from the tournament. RCB
currently sits at the bottom of the points table with 4 points from 7
matches, while UP Warriorz, already out of playoff contention, concluded
their campaign with 6 points. This result also secured playoff berths for
Gujarat Giants and Mumbai Indians, who will join Delhi Capitals in the
knockout stage. Earlier, after being put in to bat, UP Warriorz posted a
formidable total of 225 for five in the allotted 20 overs. For the home side,
Georgia Voll top scored with an unbeaten 99 off 56 balls, while Kiran
Navgire provided a quickfire 46 off just 16 deliveries. Chasing a target of
226 runs, Royal Challengers Bengaluru were bowled out for 213 in 19.3
overs. For RCB, Richa Ghosh top-scored with 69 runs off 33 balls, while



Sneh Rana played a quick cameo, scoring 26 runs off just 6 balls. However,
their efforts were not enough to take the visiting side over the line. For UP,
Sophie Ecclestone and skipper Deepti Sharma took three wickets each.
Georgia Voll was adjudged the Player of the Match. In the next match,
Mumbai Indians will face Gujarat Giants at the Brabourne Stadium in
Mumbai tomorrow.
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KGS EP-II 08-03-2025
AFRICA-HUNGER

Approximately 82.1 million people in East and Central Africa are currently
facing food insecurity and urgently require humanitarian aid. According to
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), over
53.1 million of those affected reside in seven of the eight IGAD member
states: Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan, and
Uganda. Som,e other countries experiencing significant food insecurity
include Tanzania, the Central African Republic, the Democratic Republic of
the Congo (DRC), and Burundi. The surge in food insecurity has been
attributed to climate shocks and escalating conflicts in the region. Agencies
have warned that the situation could deteriorate further in the coming
months, with the ongoing La Niha phenomenon expected to continue
before potentially transitioning to El Nifio by May 2025.
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