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INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY

International Women's Day is being celebrated today. It is a day
when women are recognized for their achievements across national, ethnic,
linguistic, cultural, economic or political boundaries. The theme of
International Women’s Day 2025 is 'For All Women and Girls: Rights.
Equality. Empowerment.' This year’s theme calls for action to unlock equal
rights, power and opportunities for all and an inclusive future where no one
is left behind.

Ministry of Women & Child Development is holding a national level
conference at Vigyan Bhawan in New Delhi on the theme “Nari Shakti Se
Viksit Bharat”. President Droupadi Murmu will inaugurate the conference. A
high level panel discussion will follow inaugural session. Three technical
sessions will be organized bringing together renowned women leaders from
different walks of life. A Unique Digital Media and Interactive Zone will
showcase contributions of women in shaping a progressive India through



real-time discussions, multimedia exhibits & storytelling initiatives.

Recently, Prime Minister encouraged women across India to share
their inspiring life journeys on the NaMo App Open Forum ahead of
International Women's Day. As a special initiative, Mr. Modi announced
that selected women would take over his social media accounts on the 8th
March to amplify their voices and experiences. This initiative aims to
celebrate women’s contributions and inspire others by showcasing their
journey of empowerment, perseverance, and success.

<><><>

PM GUJARAT-LAKHPATI DIDI

On the occasion of International Women’'s Day, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will participate in the Lakhpati Didi programme in Vansi
Borsi village in Navsari district of Gujarat today. The Prime Minister will
interact with the Lakhpati Didis. He will also facilitate 5 Lakhpati Didis with
Lakhpati Didi Certificates. The Prime Minister will launch the G-SAFAL
(Gujarat Scheme for Antyodaya Families for Augmenting Livelihoods) and
G-MAITRI (Gujarat Mentorship and Acceleration of Individuals for
Transforming Rural Income) programme of the Government of Gujarat at
the event. More from our correspondent:

(V/C-APARNA KHUNT)

"Over 1 lakh women from Navsari, Valsad and Dang districts
will participate in the Lakhpati Didi Sammelan to be held at Vansi
Borsi in Navsari today. During the programme, the PM will provide
assistance worth over ¥450 crore to the women from over 25
thousand self-help groups in Gujarat. The PM will also launch two
new initiatives of the Government of Gujarat namely G-SAFAL and
G-MAITRI. G-SAFAL will provide financial assistance and
entrepreneurial training to SHG women of Antyodaya families in
two Aspirational districts and thirteen Aspirational Blocks of
Gujarat while the G-MAITRI scheme will provide financial

assistance and handholding support to Startups which are
working to create a conducive environment for rural livelihoods.

It is worth mentioning that following the widespread efforts of
the government, today there are, about 1.5 lakh women who have
an a annual income of one lakh or more and have become Lakhpati
Didi Gujarat.  APARNA KHUNT, AKASHVANI NEWS,




AHMEDABAD. "
<><><> APARNA KHUNT/AHMEDABAD/MAIL/0440 HRS

RAJNATH-NAVIKA SAGAR

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh today interacted with the lady crew
officers of Navika Sagar Parikrama II on the eve of International Women'’s
Day through video conferencing. Navika Sagar Parikrama-II is an Indian
Navy expedition undertaking a dual-handed circumnavigation of the Earth
by two women officers of the Navy, Lieutenant Commander Dilna K and
Roopa A. During the interaction, Mr. Singh lauded the courage, dedication,
and resilience of the crew, who have embarked on a challenging voyage of
circumnavigating the globe. He congratulated the crew for the remarkable
milestones of crossing Point Nemo, the world's most isolated waters, and
sailing through the Drake Passage, one of the most treacherous water
bodies. The Defence Minister reiterated the government’s vision of a
gender-inclusive armed force, encouraging more young women to aspire to
careers in defence and adventure sports. He acknowledged the invaluable
role of women in bolstering national security and reaffirmed the
government’s commitment to expanding opportunities for women in the
defence sector.

<><><> Bhupendra/1951 HRS

AKASHVANI DG INAUGURATES

The Director General of Akashvani Dr Pragya Paliwal Gaur
appreciated the crucial role played by Mysuru Akashvani in promoting
Kannada language and Culture in its nine decades journey. She was
speaking at the inauguration of Nudi Nada Sangama programme organised
by Akashvani Mysuru to commemorate its 90th anniversary in Mysuru
today. She noted that Akashvani Mysuru, which came into being in 1935,
had shaped the cultural, social, and intellectual landscape of Karnataka,
preserving the Kannada language and culture by providing a platform for
legendary artists of Mysuru. She pointed out that M V Gopalaswamy, a
professor in Mysore University, who started private radio station in Mysuru
had coined the word Akashvani. Dr Gaur pointed out that the anniversary
is not just a reflection of the past but also a commitment to the future. She
spoke about the need to ensure that Akashvani Mysuru continuous to



innovate, inspire and inform public. Saying that the future is bright for
Akashvani station in Mysuru, she added that we must support its mission to
uphold the value of responsible journalism, cultural preservation and
community service.
BYTE OF DG, AKASHVANI ATTACHED
SUDHINDRA/ BENGALURU/MAIL/2038 HRS

GAURAV EPI 7.3.25
PREZ WOMEN'S DAY

President Droupadi Murmu has extended her greetings to the people
on the eve of International Women’s Day. In her message, President
Murmu said International Women’s Day is an occasion to honour the
achievements of women power and their unique contribution to the
country and society. The President said women are the foundation of the
family, society and the nation and they have successfully carved out their
identities in diverse fields, despite facing adversities and challenges. The
President said a lot needs to be done to improve the socio-economic
conditions of women. President Murmu urged everyone to pledge to create
a society where every woman feels safe and gets equal opportunities to
move ahead. The President congratulated all women achievers and wished
them a bright future.
<><>Suparna/1956 hrs

GAURAV EP-1 07.03.2025
CENTRE-SUGARCANE

Centre has notified a scheme for Cooperative Sugar Mills for
conversion of existing sugarcane-based feedstock ethanol plants to multi-
feedstock based plants to use grains like Maize and Damaged Food Grains.
Under this modified Ethanol Interest Subvention Scheme, the government
is facilitating entrepreneurs with Interest subvention at 6 percent per
annum or 50 percent of rate of interest charged by banks and financial
institutions. The government is implementing Ethanol Blended with Petrol
Programme across the country. Under the programme, the government
has fixed the target of 20 percent blending of ethanol with petrol by 2025.



<><><>Bhupendra/1957 HRS

Akashwani News is celebrating International Women's Day today in a
unique way, with all English and Hindi News bulletins being presented by
Women News Readers for 24 hours. All 45 main and hourly bulletins, as
well as News Magazine Programmes in English and Hindi, are being read
by Women News Readers. The entire functioning of English and Hindi
News Rooms during the day time today will also be handled by all women
staff of the News Services Division of Akashvani. A special panel discussion
programme will also be broadcast from 9.15 PM to 10 PM today on
International Women's Day by Akashwani News.

<><><>

Railways Ministry has said that there has been over five-fold increase
in women loco-pilots in Railways. Railways had been a male dominated
sector due to its difficult operational challenges. However, women are
breaking the glass ceiling in this sector too. Women have also entered the
domains like Loco Pilots, Station Master, Trackmen, signal maintenance,
Guard, and Gangmen. The present strength of women employees in
Railways is over one lakh, which is about 8.2 percent of the total strength
of Railways. In 2014, there were 371 women loco pilots which has risen to
1,828 now. Most number of women loco pilots are from Uttar Pradesh
followed by Telangana and Tamil Nadu. Surekha Yadav is the first Women
Loco pilot in Asia.

<><><>

In Women's Premier League T20 Cricket, Gujarat Giants defeated
Delhi Capitals by 5 wickets in Lucknow last night. Chasing 178 for victory,
Gujarat Giants reached the target with 5 wickets in hand and 3 balls to
spare. Earlier, put into bat, Delhi Capitals scored 177 runs for 5 in
stipulated 20 over’s.



