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24.03.2025
NEW LS-FINANCE BILL
The Lok Sabha today took up the Finance Bill 2025 for
consideration and passing. The Bill seeks to give effect to the financial
proposals of the Central Government for the financial year 2025-2026.
Initiating the discussion, Shashi Tharoor of Congress said that the
GST regime in the country is very complex. He alleged that small sweet
shops are paying 18 per cent GST but they are unable to get input credit
due to absence of Harmonized System of Nomenclature HSN code. Mr
Tharoor said, there should be relief for the common man who is paying tax
to the government. He termed this Finance Bill as a classic case of what he
called patch work solution. Nishikant Dubey of BJP said, the whole world
is facing an economic crisis, but India has emerged as a bright spot in the
last ten years. Mr. Dubey said, 28 per cent GST has been imposed on
online gaming to keep a check on its unrestrained growth. He said online
gaming harms youngsters and they are spending their parents’ hard-
earned money on betting. Mr Dubey said, government has brought
rationalization in GST rates. The BJP MP added that to make the life saving



medicines more affordable to the poor, the government has reduced tariffs
on 36 such medicines in the Union Budget. He also said, the government
has also rationalised the tariff on textiles to promote handloom sector.
Participating in the discussion Neeraj Maurya of Samajwadi Party said, the
government should give more focus to the welfare of SCs, OBCs and
minorities in the budget. He said, without their development, the dream of
developed India cannot be fulfilled.

Mahua Moitra of TMC opposed the Finance Bill and alleged that the
government has done nothing to reduce the tax burden on the poor. She
said, the spending on all social sector spending has shrunk. Participating in
the discussion, Supriya Sule of NCP (SCP) said that the taxation structure
in the country still needs reforms. She said, it is imperative to have a good
tax regime if the country aspires to grow. Anurag Thakur of BJP said, Modi
government has created stable grounds for the economy. He said, long
term reforms are taken to make India an ideal destination for investment
for global investors. Mr Thakur said, the opposition distorted democracy
during the emergency and now engaged in appeasement politics.

Meanwhile, countering Opposition allegations of not fulfilling the
promises of giving two crore jobs annually, MSME Minister Jitan Ram
Manjhi said that his Ministry itself has provided employment to 26 crore
people and six crore more people have been enrolled for employment. He
said government has provided more jobs than promised.

Dr Kalanidhi Veeraswamy of DMK alleged that the States which are
paying direct are getting very less money through devolution of taxes from
the Centre. He also urged the Centre to release the required funds to
Tamil Nadu from National Disaster Relief Fund which have faced calamities
for the last two years.

Lavu Sri Krishna Devarayalu of TDP appreciated the Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman for giving tax exemption up to the income of 12 lakh
rupees. He said, the indirect tax collection has risen almost 16.2 per cent
as compared to the last year. He also urged the Finance Minister to
provide revenue deficit grant to Andhra Pradesh as the State has become
revenue deficit due to financial mismanagement and unscientific bifurcation
of the State.

Dileshwar Kamait of JD( U) thanked the Modi government for
bringing the Finance Bill to ensure easy access of financial services to the
people of the country.

Harsimrat Kaur Badal of Shiromani Akali Dal said Budget does not



have provisions to facilitate MSPs to farmers.

PV Midhun Reddy of YSRCP, RID’s Abhay Kumar Sinha, Gurjeet Singh
Auijla of Congress, Anil Yeshwant Desai of Shiv Sena(UBT), Amra Ram of
CPI(M) and NK Premachandran of RSP also participated in the discussion.

The discussion remained inconclusive.

<>ANUPAM/ANAND/SUPARNA/2032
hrs
VISHNU MP-1 25.03.2025
MORN. PM - MANN KI BAAT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has invited inputs from citizens for
Mann Ki Baat programme on Akashvani that will take place on 30th of this
month. It will be the 120th episode of the monthly radio programme. In a
social media post, Mr. Modi expressed his happiness on getting wide range
of inputs for this month's Mann Ki Baat. He said, these inputs highlight the
power of collective efforts for social good.

People can submit their ideas and suggestions for the programme
through the toll-free number 1800-11-7800. They can also share their input
online via the Narendra Modi App or the MyGov Open Forum. Suggestions
for the upcoming episode will be accepted until the 28th of this month.

The programme will be broadcast on the entire network of Akashvani
and Doordarshan, the AIR News website, and the NewsOnAir mobile app.
It will also be live-streamed on the YouTube channels of AIR News, DD
News, PMO, and the Information and Broadcasting Ministry. Akashvani will
broadcast the programme in regional languages immediately after the
Hindi broadcast.
<><><> DIPENDRA/0358 HRS
VISHNU MP-1 25.03.2025
MORN. DEFENCE PRODUCTION

India has achieved the highest-ever growth in indigenous defence
production in 2023-24 since the launch of the Make in India initiative,
reaching a record one lakh 27 thousand crore rupees. Defence Ministry
said, the value of defence production has surged 174 per cent increase
from 46 thousand 429 crore in 2014-15. The Ministry said, once dependent
on foreign suppliers, the country now stands as a rising force in indigenous
manufacturing, shaping its military strength through homegrown
capabilities. The Defence exports have also surged from 686 crore in 2013-
14 to an all-time high of over 21 thousand crore rupees in 2023-24,
marking a 30 fold increase over the past decade. The Ministry said, the



government has introduced several measures to improve ease of doing
business in the defence manufacturing sector.
<><><> CB/DIPENDRA/0543 HRS
SKS NP-I 24-03-2025
NIGHT NADDA-TB

Union Health Minister J P Nadda has announced that the Intensified
TB Elimination Campaign will now be expanded to all the districts in the
country. Earlier, the campaign was implemented in 455 selected high
priority districts. Addressing the World TB Day 2025 summit in New Delhi
today, Mr Nadda said, nearly 13 crore people were screened for TB and
more than seven lakh new cases were detected during the 100 Days
intensified TB Mukt Bharat Abhiyan.

The Minister noted that TB treatment coverage in India has increased
from 59 per cent to 85 per cent. Mr Nadda said that the government will
leave no stone unturned to eliminate TB from the country by the end of
this year. He added that the number of molecular diagnostic machines to
detect TB in the country has increased from 121 in 2015 to eight thousand
540 machines as of now. The Minister highlighted that the global average
decline rate of TB is 8.3 percent, and India's decline rate is more than
double at 17.7 percent. Mr. Nadda said today the whole world is following
India's model in the elimination of TB. Our correspondent reports that over
one crore 51 lakh TB patients are receiving treatment under Pradhanmantri
TB Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan.

<><>DIPENDRA/PRIYA/2141 HRS

SKS NP-I 24.03.2025
NEW FINANCE SECRETARY

Ajay Seth, a 1987 batch IAS officer of the Karnataka cadre, was
designated as the new Finance Secretary today. Seth is currently the
Secretary of the Department of Economic Affairs in the Finance Ministry. An
official order issued by the Personnel Ministry said, the Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet has approved designating Seth as the Finance
Secretary. As per the convention, the senior-most secretary in the Union
Finance Ministry is designated as the Finance Secretary. Earlier this month,
Seth was given the additional charge of Revenue Secretary. A B.Tech
graduate in Mechanical Engineering from IIT Roorkee and holding an MBA
from Ateneo de Manila University, he took over as Secretary, Department



of Economic Affairs, in April 2021. He has over three decades of expertise
in public finance and social sector administration.
>IANS/2240 HRS

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said that Russia is developing
privileged strategic partnership with India. The state run media, quoting
Lavrov, said, Russia is actively expanding ties with countries like China,
India, Iran, North Korea and Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS)
countries. At a meeting of the board of trustees of the Alexander
Gorchakov Public Diplomacy Fund, Lavrov said, Russia prioritizes boosting
ties with the majority of global states. The relations of comprehensive
partnership and strategic cooperation with the People's Republic of China
boast an unprecedented level of mutual trust and particularly privileged
strategic partnership is developing with India.
<><><>
VISHNU::DIVYA MP-1I 25.03.2025
TELANGANA-ASSEMBLY PASSES RESOLUTION

The Telangana State Assembly has passed a resolution adopting the
Transplantation of Human Organs and Tissues Act (Central Act 42), 1994
and Rules, 1995, and Transplantation of Human Organs and Tissues
(Amendment) Act of 2011 (THOTA). State Health Minister C. Damodar Raja
Narasimha moved the resolution in the Assembly late in the evening
yesterday. The Act regulates the removal, storage, and transplantation of
human organs and tissues for therapeutic purposes and prevents
commercial dealings. As per the 1995 regulations, only neurosurgeons and
neuro-physicians could declare a person brain-dead. As per the new
regulations, a physician, surgeon, intensivist, and anaesthetist can also
declare the same.

The Act also includes a government advisory committee for organ
donation and transplantation. The Act also enables sourcing organs
donated in any other state, to be transplanted in Telangana. The State
Assembly also passed the Telangana Municipalities (Amendment) Bill, 2025
and the Telangana Panchayat Raj (Amendment) Bill, 2025 yesterday. Both
the amendment Bills were meant to merge, upgrade and create new local
bodies, in the respective departments.
<><><> M S Lakshmi/Hyderabad/Mail/0607 HRS
VISHNU MP-II 25.03.2025



TRUMP GREENLAND

Greenland Prime Minister Mute B. Egede has slammed the United
States by calling their planned visit as very aggressive American pressure.
The planned visit to Greenland by Trump Administration was led by Vice
President JD Vance’s wife, Usha Vance, along with White House National
Security Advisor Mike Waltz and Energy Secretary Chris Wright. In an
interview with Greenlandic newspaper, Prime Minister Egede questioned
the US national security advisor's presence in Greenland and said the only
purpose is to demonstrate power over Greenland.

On the other hand, US President Donald Trump has said that the visit
by US delegation to Greenland is crucial from the international security
point of view. Mr Trump further called the visit an act of friendship.

[BYTE - TRUMP
https://x.com/atrupar/status/1904232261513351350]

Meanwhile, Egede’s left-wing party, Inuit Ataqatigiit, lost the island’s
parliamentary elections. However, but Egede will stay on as prime minister
until a new governing coalition is formed.

CHIRAG/NET/0621 HRS
BCCI WOMEN CONTRACT

The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) has announced the
retainership for the Indian Women's team for the 2024-25 season, covering
the period from 1st of October, 2024 to 30th of September, 2025. All-
format skipper Harmanpreet Kaur, alongside star batter Smriti Mandhana
and stylish all-rounder Deepti Sharma have been slotted in Grade A for
their consistent performances over the years.

Renuka Singh, Jemimah Rodrigues, Richa Ghosh and Shafali Verma
have all been retained in Grade B, while Yastika Bhatia, Radha Yadav, Sneh
Rana and Pooja Vastrakar have been put in Grade C in the central
contracts list from the 2022-23 season. Shreyanka Patil, Titas Sadhu,
Arundathi Reddy, Amanjot Kaur and Uma Chetry are the fresh new faces
who made the cut in the retainership.

The Indian Women's Team will next take on Sri Lanka and South
Africa in an ODI tri-nation series in Sri Lanka, set to start from 27th of next
month.

VISHNU MP-I 25.03.2025
IPL CRICKET

In the Indian Premier League (IPL) cricket, Delhi Capitals defeated

Lucknow Super Giants (LSG) by one wicket in a last over thriller at the Y.S.



Rajasekhara Reddy Cricket Stadium in Visakhapatnam last night. Chasing a
target of 210 set by LSG, Delhi Capitals successfully reached 211 for 9 in
19.3 overs. At one stage, Delhi were struggling at 65 for 5, but impact
player Ashutosh Sharma, along with debutant Vipraj Nigam, turned the
game in Delhi's favor. Ashutosh played a blistering unbeaten knock of 66
runs off 31 balls, while Vipraj Nigam provided a quickfire cameo, scoring 39
runs from just 15 balls. Ashutosh further sealed the victory with a six and
was named Player of the Match.

Earlier, Delhi Capitals won the toss and chose to field. LSG, put in to
bat, posted a total of 209 for 8 in their 20 overs. For LSG, Mitchell Marsh
scored 72 runs, and Nicholas Pooran contributed with 75 runs. For Delhi,
Mitchell Starc was the standout bowler, taking 3 wickets.

Gujarat Titans will lock horns with Punjab Kings at Narendra Modi
Stadium in Ahmedabad this evening. The match will begin at 7:30 PM
Indian Time.
<><><> NET/CB/0444 HRS



