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GAURAV EP-1 03-03-2025
PM- GUJRAT MEETING

Prime Minister Narendra Modi called for greater use of traditional
knowledge and Al to support wildlife management. He also emphasized the
use of AI, machine learning, and geospatial mapping for forest fire and
wildlife conflict management, collaborating with BISAG-N and the Forest
Survey of India. Chairing the 7th meeting of the National Board for Wildlife
at Sasan Gir in Junagadh district today on the occasion of World Wildlife
Conservation Day, he emphasized the importance of awareness on dolphin
conservation through the involvement of the local population and villagers
in these areas. He also advised organizing exposure visits for school
children in dolphin habitat areas. During the meeting, the Prime Minister
released the report of the first-ever riverine dolphin estimation conducted



in the country, which estimated a total of 6,327 dolphins. This pioneering
effort involved surveying 28 rivers across eight states, with 3,150 mandays
dedicated to covering over 8,500 kilometers. Uttar Pradesh recorded the
highest numbers, followed by Bihar, West Bengal, and Assam.

Mr. Modi also laid the foundation stone of the National Referral Centre for
Wildlife at Junagadh, which will function as the hub for coordination and
governance of various aspects related to wildlife health and disease
management. The Prime Minister announced the initiation of the 16th cycle
of lion estimation to be conducted this year. He announced support for lion
conservation in Barda Wildlife Sanctuary, focusing on prey augmentation
and habitat improvements, as Asiatic Lions have naturally dispersed there.
He emphasized the role of eco-tourism in wildlife conservation and stressed
the need for improved travel and connectivity for wildlife tourism. The
Prime Minister announced the establishment of a Centre of Excellence at
the Wildlife Institute of India’s SACON campus in Coimbatore to manage
human-wildlife conflicts more effectively. The centre will enhance Rapid
Response Teams with advanced tracking technologies and surveillance
systems. It will also strengthen field practitioners' capacity to mitigate
conflicts. He also introduced plans for expanding cheetah introductions to
other regions, conserving tigers outside reserves, and launching a Gharial
conservation project. He also unveiled a National Action Plan for the Great
Indian Bustard and proposed a roadmap for better conservation of species
like the Sloth Bear.

EnC/PIB/1741 HRS

GAURAV EP-I 03.03.2025
PREZ. - AWARD EARLY
President Droupadi Murmu today presented the 8th Visitors Awards
at Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi. Speaking on the occasion, she said
several education institutions in the country have potential of achieving
global brand value. She stressed on the need for further promotion of
research in the country. The President also urged the leaders of higher
education institutions to take new steps in the field of Artificial Intelligence.
<><>DIWAKER/ADARSH/1702

GAURAV EP-1 03.03.2025
SHAH - GOA CRIMINAL LAW



Union Home Minister Amit Shah is chairing a review meeting in New
Delhi on the implementation of new criminal laws in Goa. Chief Minister of
Goa, Dr. Pramod Sawant, and senior officials are attending the meeting.
The implementation and current status of various new provisions related to
police, prisons, prosecution, and forensics in Goa are being reviewed in the
meeting. The new criminal laws were implemented nationwide on 1st July
last year. They aim to make India's legal system more transparent,
efficient, and adaptable to the needs of contemporary society.

<><>DIPENDRA/1800 HRS

GAURAV EP-II 03.03.2025
EVE CHAMPIONS TROPHY- CRICKET

In the ICC Champions Cricket Trophy, India will face Australia in the
first semifinal in Dubai tomorrow. The Match is scheduled to begin at 2.30
pm IST. India defeated New Zealand by 44 runs in their final league match
in Dubai last night. With this win, India topped Group A after winning all
three of their group-stage matches. New Zealand will take on Group B
winners South Africa in the second semi-final of the tournament in Lahore
on Wednesday. The winners of the semi-finals will meet in the final on

Sunday.
<><><>PARAS/NET/CB/1645 HRS
GAURAV :: HC EP-I 03.03.2025

EC-BYE ELECTION

The Election Commission has declared the election programme for
the bye-election for five seats in the Maharashtra Legislative Council. The
five vacancies have arisen due to the election of members, including
Amashya Padvi, Pravin Datke, Rajesh Vitekar, Ramesh Karad, and
Gopichand Padalkar, who were elected to the State Legislative Assembly.
Therefore, the Election Commission has decided to hold five separate bye-
elections to fill these seats. The notification for the elections will be issued
on 10th March, with the last date to file nominations set for 17th March,
followed by scrutiny of nominations the next day. The last date to withdraw
nominations will be 20th March. If required, the polling will be held on 27th
March, with the counting of votes taking place on the same day.
<><>ANKITA APTE, MUMBAI, MAIL, 1619 HRS

GAURAV EP-I 03.03.2025
JAISHANKAR-UK



External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar will embark on an official
visit to the United Kingdom and Ireland from tomorrow. According to the
External Affairs Ministry, India and the UK share a Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership, and the bilateral relations have strengthened across diverse
areas, including defense, security, trade, economy, health, education, and
people-to-people ties. During the visit, the External Affairs Minister will hold
discussions with his counterpart, Foreign Secretary David Lammy, and will
meet several other dignitaries. During his two-day visit to Ireland, Dr.
Jaishankar will meet with his Irish counterpart Simon Harris and other
dignitaries. He will also meet with members of the Indian community. India
and Ireland share friendly bilateral relations based on shared democratic
values, cultural ties, and growing economic engagements.

<><><> Bhupendra/1547 HRS

GAURAV EP-I 03.03.2025
INDIA - BELGIUM

India and Belgium today discussed the possibility of defense
engagements in the Indo-Pacific, particularly in the maritime domain.
Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh held a meeting with Princess Astrid
of Belgium and Defence Minister Theo Francken in New Delhi. During the
meeting, they discussed ways and means to enhance defense industrial
cooperation between the two countries. Rajnath Singh welcomed Belgian
investments in the defense sector. He suggested that Belgian companies
can play an important role by expanding their footprint in India and
integrating Indian vendors into their supply chains. The two countries also
agreed to explore an institutionalized defense cooperation mechanism.

<><>DIPENDRA/1527 HRS

MN DP-I 03-03-2025
CDS-AUSTRALIA VISIT

The Chief of Defense Staff, General Anil Chauhan will visit Australia
from tomorrow. The purpose of the visit is deepening the ties between
India and Australia in the realm of defence cooperation. During his visit, he
will engage in wide-ranging discussions with senior officials from the
Australian Department of Defence and military leadership of Australian
Defence Force, including Australia’s Chief of Defence Force General
Admiral David Johnston, their Secretary of Defence Mr Greg Moriarty and



the Chiefs of the three Services. This visit underscores the growing
engagement between the two nations which share a commitment towards
strengthening diplomatic and military collaboration under Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership and fosters greater cooperation in the Indo-Pacific
region.

AKSHIT/0949

SHUKLA MP-1 03.03.2025
GOYAL-US VISIT

With India and the US gearing up to start negotiations for a proposed
bilateral trade agreement, Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal's
Washington visit will begin today. Mr Goyal is likely to hold talks with US
Trade Representative (USTR) Jamieson Greer and US Commerce Secretary
Howard Lutnick. During the recent visit of Prime Minister Narendra Modi to
Washington, India and the US announced their commitment to more than
double the two-way commerce to 500 billion US Dollars by 2030 and
negotiate the first tranche of a mutually beneficial, multi-sector Bilateral
Trade Agreement (BTA) by fall of 2025. Last month, Mr Goyal stated that
India and the US are committed to increasing bilateral trade to 500 billion
US Dollars and negotiating a "strong" trade agreement within the next 6-8
months.



