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Prime Minister Narendra Modi today asserted Maha Kumbh in Prayagraj has
reflected spirit of rising India and entire world witnessed the power of the
country. He added that unity in diversity is a speciality of India, which was
experienced during the recently concluded Maha Kumbh. Making a
statement in the Lok Sabha on Maha Kumbh, Modi said when the entire
world is going through challenging times, the grand show of this unity is
the country's biggest strength. He underlined the need to continue
enriching this speciality of unity in diversity.

GAURAV EP-1 18.03.2025

EVE. CEC MEET-VOTER ID AADHAAR

The Election commission has decided that the linking of voter ID with
Aadhaar will be done as per the provisions of Article 326 of the
constitution, and various sections of the Representation of the People Act,
1950 and in line with the Supreme Court judgments. This decision was



taken during the meeting held by Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar with secretaries from the Home Ministry, the Legislative
Department, and the CEO of UIDAI in New Delhi today. In a statement, the
Election commission mentioned that technical consultations between the
Unique Identification Authority of India-UIDAI and the technical experts of
the Commission are going to begin soon. The Election Commission has
initiated a series of proactive measures to tackle long standing electoral
challenges. Key initiatives include resolving duplicate voter ID issues within
the next three months and training field-level political agents-such as
booth-level, polling, counting, and election agents-on their critical roles.
Additionally, to alleviate long queues at polling booths, the Election
Commission has announced that no polling booth in the future will have
more than 1,200 electors.
<><>AMAN/PALLAVI/1801 HRS
PM - SPECIAL OLYMPICS

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today met and lauded the performance
of the Indian contingent that participated in the Special Olympics World
Winter Games in Turin, Italy. In a social media post, the Prime Minister
said that he is proud of the Indian contingent, which clinched 33 medals in
the Special Olympics, bringing glory to the nation. Mr. Modi also
congratulated the contingent on their accomplishments.

IMD-WEATHER

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast heat wave
conditions at isolated places over north interior Odisha today. Places over
coastal Gujarat, Konkan, Goa, and North Interior Karnataka can experience
hot and humid weather throughout the day. The weather department
predicted thunderstorms and lightning over northeastern states today.
Parts of Odisha, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Karaikal, Kerala, Mahe, and
South Interior Karnataka can also experience thunderstorms and lightning.

RS-LOANS

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has said that Public
Sector Banks have made the recovery of written off loans worth over two
lakh 27 thousand crore rupees. Replying in the Rajya Sabha today, the
Finance Minister said, recovery of written off loans by the Public Sector



Banks has gone up to the level of over 35 thousand crore rupees in the
year 2022-23. She stressed that defaulters do not escape from the
consequences and recovery of loans is an on-going process.

NAGPUR VIOLENCE WITH V/C

In Maharashtra, the situation is under control after the violent
clashes between two groups in Nagpur last night. Nagpur Police
Commissioner Dr. Ravinder Singal imposed curfew in 11 areas of Nagpur
under City Police Jurisdiction including the violence hit Mahala area of
Central Nagpur. The Guardian Minister Chandrashekhar Bawankule also
inspected the violence affected areas this morning. While interacting with
Media, he informed that about 33 police personnel were hurt during stone
pelting while 5 people sustained injuries. About 45 vehicles were burnt in
the central area of the city. Nagpur police have detained 48 people in this
incident. Bawankule said that the law and order situation is under control
in Nagpur city. Meanwhile, Chief Minister of Maharashtra Devendra
fadnavis has made a statement in the ongoing budget session of
Maharashtra legislature in Mumbai about the Nagpur violence. He said
three officials of DCP rank were injured in these violent clashes and nobody
will be spared for attacking the police personnel.

SLBC:

Rescue teams are working in coordination to expedite relief operations at
the SLBC tunnel accident site to locate seven more workers trapped in
tunnel at Dommalpenta in Nagarkurnool district today. Special Chief
Secretary for Disaster and Management Arvind Kumar, District Collector
Badawat Santosh and District Police Superintendent Vaibhav Gaikwad
Raghunath held a review meeting with senior relief team officials at the
SLBC Tunnel Office on 25" day. During the meeting, officials informed that
a cadaver dog squad from Kerala entered the tunnel this morning to locate
those trapped in the accident site. They reviewed the ongoing rescue
operations and provided suggestions to enhance the speed of the relief
efforts. The officials explained that the platform parts of the tunnel boring
machine (TBM) are being cut rapidly, and soil removal around TBM is
progressing at double speed. Rescue teams are working 24 hours a day to
ensure swift progress. The Geological Survey of India (GSI) inspected the
accident site, analyzing underground conditions such as geological



structure, ground level changes, soil brittleness, and water flow impacts,
an official statement said.

SC BILL:

The State Assembly has taken up the Telangana Scheduled Castes
(Rationalisation of Reservations) Bill 2025 for discussion. The Bill proposed
to implement reservations for the SCs on the basis of three major groups in
the state. The government has introduced the Telangana Scheduled Castes
(Rationalisation of Reservations) Bill 2025 in the State Legislative
Assembly. Initiating discussion on the aim and back ground of the Bill,
Health Minister Damodara Rajanarasimha said the government has taken
immediate steps to implement judgement of the Supreme Court during
August last year on classification of Scheduled Castes for reservations. He
said it is the historic day as the four decade old dream of disadvantage
communities became true.

(Sound bite- Raja)

He paid tribute to those who sacrificed their lives for this cause. Irrigation
Minister and Chairman of the Cabinet Sub-Committee of the SC
Categorisation said all parties have unanimously supported the SC
categorisation. The Bill proposed three categories within the Scheduled
Castes.

(Soundbyte- Uttam Reddy)

As per the Ministers, the State has 59 communities of SCs with over 52
lakh population. The most backward 15 communities with over one lakh
population to get 1 per cent reservations under category-A, while under B
category 18 communities with 32 lakh population will get 9 per cent
reservations and remaining communities will get 5 per cent reservation
under Category C. The debate is underway in the assembly.



