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IRAN-US

China, Russia and Iran have called for an end to US sanctions on Iran and restart
of nuclear talks. Representatives of the three nations who met in Beijing today
emphasized the necessity of terminating all unlawful unilateral sanctions. In a
joint statement, the three countries reiterated that political and diplomatic
engagement and dialogue based on the principle of mutual respect remains the
only viable and practical option for resolving the issue. China’s Vice Foreign
Minister Ma Zhaoxu read a joint statement, flanked by Russia’s Deputy Foreign
Minister Ryabkov Sergey Alexeevich and Iran’s Deputy Foreign Minister Kazem
Gharibabadi.

The talks are the latest attempt to broach the matter and come after U.S.
President Donald Trump wrote to Iran’s supreme leader in an attempt to
jumpstart talks.

CRUDE OIL

Oil prices inched up today, recovering some of the losses from the previous
session due to ongoing geopolitical risks. Brent Crude was trading over 0.7 up at
70 dollars and 38 cents per barrel. WTI Crude was also trading over 0.7 percent up
at 67 dollars and six cents per barrel when reports last came in.

ISRO-REVENUE
The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has generated nearly 143
million US dollars in foreign exchange revenue through satellite launches. The



Department of Space said that ISRO launched a total of 393 foreign satellites and
3 Indian customer satellites on a commercial basis over the past decade. Between
January 2015 and December 2024, these satellites were successfully launched
aboard ISRO’s PSLV, LVM3, and SSLV launch vehicles. ISRO's impressive track
record includes launching satellites for 34 countries, including the United States,
the United Kingdom, Singapore, and several other developed nations.

NASA-GLOBAL SEA LEVELS RISING

NASA has revealed that global sea levels have risen faster than anticipated in
2024. The US space agency reported that the rate of sea level rise last year
reached 0.59 centimeters per year, surpassing the expected 0.43 centimeters.
This acceleration is primarily due to the warming of ocean water, which causes it
to expand, along with additional meltwater from glaciers and ice sheets. Josh
Willis, a sea level researcher at NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory, stated that
while annual fluctuations occur, the trend is clear: the oceans are rising, and the
rate is speeding up. In 2024, thermal expansion contributed to two-thirds of the
sea level rise, a shift from the previous years, when melting ice had been the
dominant factor. NASA also highlighted that 2024 marked the warmest year on
record, with Earth's oceans reaching their highest levels in three decades. Since
satellite measurements began in 1993, global sea levels have risen by 10
centimeters, and the rate of rise has more than doubled.

UNSC-SYRIA

The United Nations Security Council has agreed to a statement condemning
widespread violence in Syria's coastal region and calling on Syria's interim
authorities to protect all Syrians, regardless of ethnicity or religion, diplomats said
yesterday. The Russian and U.S.-drafted presidential statement is due to be
formally adopted during an open Security Council session today, the diplomats
said. Such statements are agreed by consensus. It comes after the 15-member
council met behind closed doors on Syria. At least 1,383 civilians, the vast
majority of whom were Alawites, had been killed in the violence clashes between
loyalists of deposed President Bashar al-Assad and the country's new Islamist
rulers in Syria's coastal region since March 6, the Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights, repororted.



TN - BUDGET SESSION

The Budget session of the Tamilnadu Assembly began today with the
presentation of the Budget by Finance Minister Thangam Thennarasu. Noisy
scenes were witnessed in the Assembly by Opposition leader E.Palanisamy, as his
request was denied by Speaker M. Appavu. The BJP members also staged a walk
out. Later speaking to the media outside the Assembly, E. Palanisamy said that
they had walked out as his appeal to discuss alleged graft in State run Liquor
Corporation as the Enforcement Directorate had held searches related to the
State Owned Company. BJP leader Nainar Nagendran said that the ruling party
was involved in various mismanagement of funds. Denying the allegations,
Minister Senthil Balaji said that there was no mismanagement and said that
regulations were followed in procurement of liquor for TASMAC. The Agriculture
Budget will be presented tomorrow.According to the Speaker's office, the
discussion on Budget will be held from the 17th of this month. Tamilnadu
Assembly session which began today will extend till April 30th of this year.

AMIT SHAH - ASSAM VISIT (V/C)

Union Home Minister Amit Shah will begin his three-day visit to Assam this
evening. During his stay, he is scheduled to attend multiple programs. Mr Shah
will travel to Golaghat from Jorhat Airport to spend the night at the Lachit
Barphukan Police Academy at Dergaon. Tomorrow morning, the Union Minister
Amit Shah will inaugurate the state-of-the-art Lachit Barphukan Police Academy
and lay foundation stone for housing projects of the Police Academy in presence
of Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma and Union Minister of Ports, Shipping and
Waterways, Sarbananda Sonowal at Dergaon before departing for Mizoram. The
Union Minister will attend a programme of Assam Rifles at Aizawl in the
afternoon and later return to Guwahati for an overnight stay. The Home Minister
on Sunday will address the 57th Annual Conference of All Bodo Students Union at
Dotma in Kokrajhar district and later in the day, Mr. Shah will review the
Implementation of New Criminal Laws for North-Eastern States in Guwahati with
the Chief Ministers of North Eastern states before returning to New Delhi in the
evening.

NORTHEAST - SAFFRON HUB

Union Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Science and Technology
Jitendra Singh today said that Northeast is a key driver for India to realise the
vision of Viksit Bharat and the region will also become the country’s next saffron



hub. Dr. Singh said that the government’s Mission Saffron initiative has since 2021
expanded saffron cultivation across Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, and Meghalaya.
For the ambitious plan, he laid down the foundation stone for the new permanent
campus of the North East Centre for Technology Application and Reach (NECTAR)
in Shillong. Dr. Singh said that large-scale cultivation is now underway at
Menchukha of Arunachal Pradesh and Yuksom of Sikkim, with plans to extend to
Nagaland and Manipur. It will turn Northeast region as India’s next saffron hub
after Jammu and Kashmir’s Pampore. The initiative strategically utilises
uncultivated land, enhancing agricultural potential without disrupting existing
crops.

RBI GOVERNOR-GREEN ENERGY

RBI Governor Sanjay Malhotra said that India has taken the lead in
providing finance to renewable energy projects by including them in 'priority
sector lending' to accelerate the country’s transition to a low carbon economy in
the fight against climate change. Addressing a policy seminar on Climate Change
Risks and Finance in New Delhi yesterday, the Reserve Bank of India Governor
said that Central Banks in Advanced Economies have traditionally followed an
asset neutral approach, on the other hand Central Banks in emerging markets and
developing economies have adopted directed lending policies to channelise credit
to certain sectors of their economies given their individual country circumstances
and developmental objectives. He highlighted that India’s priority sector lending
guidelines facilitate credit to be channelled to renewable energy projects - solar,
biomass based, windmills, micro-hydel plants and non-conventional energy based
public utilities viz. street lighting systems, and remote village electrification
projects as part of priority sector lending.



