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KGS EPI
22.3.25
EC MEETINGS

Election Commission today said grassroot level meetings with political
parties are underway at ERO, DEO, and CEO levels. A total of four
thousand 123 Electoral Rregistration Officers, EROs across the country are



holding all-party meetings to resolve any pending polling booth level issues
in their Assembly Constituencies. All 788 District Election Officers and 36
Chief Electoral Officers of all 28 States and 8 UTs have also been directed
to hold such meetings to resolve any pending issues. The Commission said
in a statement that these meetings have already started with the active
participation of national and state level political parties. All such meetings
will be completed in the entire country by 31st of March.

This grassroots-level engagement has been welcomed by
political parties, with their active and enthusiastic participation in meetings
across assembly constituencies, districts, and states and UTs. The
Commission has appealed to all the national and state political parties to
avail this grassroot level engagement with electoral authorities for resolving
any pending issue in a time-bound manner.
<><>Suparna/1937 hrs

KGS:MS EP-I 22.03.2025
SITHARAMAN CHENNAI CITIZEN FORUM

Union Minister for Finance Nirmala Sitharaman has said that the
finance commission has been formulating schemes to achieve targets of
Vikshit Bharat in the next 25 years. Speaking at the Chennai citizen Forum
in Chennai today, she informed that natural disaster aspects are also being
looked at. Ms. Nirmala Sitaraman said that there are external challenges
like a open policy of tariff from US. She also listed Ukraine war, Chinese
trade and international fluctuations, among other issues. She said that PM's
internship programme will train the youth to equip them to meet the
challenges. She said that day care cancer centres will be set up in all the
districts. The Finance Minister said that agriculture sector also needs to be
transformed. She said that 112 aspirational districts are being given priority
to be developed. The human indices have been identified in these districts.

She said that Prime minister Narendra Modi wished that agricultural
production should be increased in 109 backward districts. Ms. Sitaraman
told that artificial intelligence science and innovation are also given
importance. The finance Minister said that in the past ten years, Tamilnadu
has benefited in many ways and listed out the various schemes. She said
that 12 lakh people benefited through Jan dhan Yojana Yojana, 89 lakh
families were given new water connection, 41 lakh people were
beneficiaries of subsidized gas cylinder connection. The finance minister
said that Generic drugs on an average of 40 to 60 Rs were available
benefitting people at large. She informed that under the Ayushman Bharat
scheme, 79 lakh families were benefitted. She said that 4100 km national



highway were modernized in the past ten years. She also said that 1333

new rail tracks were laid and 2242 railway network were electrifed. The

finance minister said that 54 km of metro rail was alsooperationalised.
<><><>JOY/CHENNAI/MAIL/1956 HRS

BAIG: KAMAL NP I
22.3.25
NITI AAYOG

NITI Aayog Vice Chairman Suman Bery stated today that India is
reshaping its development paradigm and is at a crucial juncture, poised to
become a global economic powerhouse.

Speaking at the 31st Lal Bahadur Shastri Memorial Lecture in New
Delhi, he discussed aspects of competitive and cooperative federalism.

Mr. Bery highlighted NITI Aayog’s role in policy-making and informed
that the organization has launched a State NITI Workshop series focused
on key socio-economic development of the states. Over 30 workshops have
been conducted, covering topics such as fisheries, border security, and
artificial intelligence. He emphasized that NITI Aayog engages with states
differently from the erstwhile Planning Commission. Mr Bery He also
emphasized the need to establish accountability with different states with
ideas rather than money.

<><>Bhanu/2234 hrs

BAIG NP-II 22.03.2025
REV. NT.IPL

In the inaugural match of Indian Premeir League,IPL T20, Royal
Challengers Bengaluru defeated Kolkata Knight Riders by 7 wickets at Eden
Gardens in Kolkata tonight.

Put into bat first, KKR scored 174 for 8 in stipulated 20 overs. Skipper
Ajinkya Rahane made highest 56 runs, while opener Sunil Narine also
contributed with 44 runs. For RCB, Krunal Pandya bagged 3 and Josh
Hazlewood picked up 2 wickets.

In reply, RCB overhauled the target in 17th, riding on 95 run opening
partnership between Virat Kohli and Philip Salt. Chase master Kohli
remained not out on 59.

Tomorrow, Sunrisers Hyderabad will take on Rajasthan Royals at
Rajiv Gandhi International Stadium in Hyderabad. The match will begin at
3:30 PM Indian Time. In another clash of the day, Chennai Super Kings will
face Mumbai Indians at MA Chidambaram Stadium in Chennai from 07:30
PM.
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PIYUSH GOYAL START UP FESTIVAL

Union Minister of Industries Piyush Goyal urged startups to prioritize
the needs of society and the country while adopting new ideas and
innovation.

Addressing the second edition of Vejalpur Startup Festival in
Ahmedabad today, the Minister underlined the pivotal role of start ups in
achieving the vision of a Developed India.

Mr Goyal highlighted a series of initiatives taken by Modi government
such as 'fund of funds' to support start ups in the country.

(S/B- PIYUSH GOYAL)

Praising the initiative of Vejalpur Start up festival, the Minister said
such programmes set an example for the nation and need to be replicated
across the country to foster a thriving startup ecosystem in the country.

(S/B- PIYUSH GOYAL)

Lauding the entrepreneur spirit and expanding start up network in
Gujarat , the minister emphasised the contribution of start ups in offering
employment to youths and finding innovative solutions to societal
problems. The Minister also urged the investors and mentors to invest in
start ups in order to strengthen the start up ecosystem in the country.

The event which was organised by Vejalpur MLA Amit Thakar
witnessed participation from over 1,000 startups.

<><><>APARNA KHUNT/AHMEDABAD/MAIL/1806 HRS



