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PREZ- NAVAL TRAINEES

President Droupadi Murmu has said that at a time when global
geopolitical tensions are rising, the countries are enhancing maritime cooperation
and undertaking joint exercises. She said, with India acquiring a bigger role at
global stage, the officers of Naval Material Management Service and Naval
Armament Service would play an important role in supporting the Indian Navy.
The President said this while interacting with the officer trainees of Indian Naval
Material Management Service and Indian Naval Armament Service at Rashtrapati
Bhavan today.

President Murmu advised officers to continuously update their
knowledge about the latest technological developments happening around the
globe. She also urged officers to dedicate themselves to the service of the nation
and the Indian Navy.

LS - RAILWAY

The Lok Sabha has taken up discussion on the Demands for Grants
under the Ministry of Railways for 2025-26. Initiating the discussion, Varsha
Gaikwad of Congress has alleged that this Union Budget is a failed budget. She
questioned the government over passengers' amenities in railways and rail
accidents in the country. The Congress leader attacked the Centre over the
recent stampede incident at New Delhi railways station. She accused the
government of conspiring to privatise the Indian Railways. Participating in the
discussion, Satabadi Roy of TMC highlighted challenges faced by passengers
while booking online rail tickets. She also criticized the government over the rail
accidents in the country.



Janardan Singh Sigriwal of BJP said the Union Budget has made an
allocation of two lakh 65 thousand crore rupees to strengthen infrastructure and
modernisation of railways as well as for safety and security of passengers. He
said the government has plans to run 100 new Amrit Bharat trains, 50 Namo
Bharat trains, and 200 Vande Bharat trains in the country. Mr. Sigriwal added
that the centre has taken several steps to improve the railways facilities and
infrastructure in Bihar. He also highlighted that 12 Vande Bharat trains are being
operated in the state. The BJP MP said over three thousand kilometers rail track
has been electrified in the state since 2014. The discussion is underway.

RS-RAILWAYS

The Rajya Sabha today resumed discussion on the working of the
Ministry of Railways. Sanjay Seth of BJP said, the Railways has witnessed
transformative changes since 2014. He said, Indian Railways has now become
the fourth largest rail network in the world. Mr. Seth said, the Railways stations
are being designed parallel to Airports and it has set a new benchmark in
sanitation. He added that over three lakh toilets have been built in the Rail
coaches. He also lauded the Vande Bharat trains saying that it is providing a
comfortable journey to passengers. The discussion is underway.

FUR. REV. DAY. NEW ZEALAND PM VISIT

India and Nee Zealand today exchanged five agreements in the fields
of Defence, Education, Sports, Horticulture, Forestry. Both sides also exchanged
authorised economic mutual recognition agreement. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi today held talks with his New Zealand counterpart Christopher Luxon in
New Delhi. The discussions covered various aspects of India-New Zealand
relations. Mr Modi will also host a lunch in honour of the visiting dignitary.

In his press statement, Mr Modi said, they had detailed discussions
on various aspects of the bilateral relations and both sides decided to strengthen
and institutionalise the defence and security partnership. He said, along with
Joint Exercises, Training, Port Visits, a roadmap will be prepared for mutual
cooperation also in the defence industry. The Prime Minister said, it has been
decided to initiate negotiations on a mutually beneficial Free Trade Agreement
between the two countries which will boost the potential for mutual trade and
investment. He said, along with coaching and exchange of players in sports, both
also emphasized on cooperation in sports science, psychology and medicine. Mr
Modi said, it has been decided to celebrate 100 years of sports relations between



the two countries next year. He said, India shared its concerns regarding anti-
India activities by some unlawful elements in New Zealand and expressed
confidence that India will continue to receive the support of the New Zealand
government against all these illegal elements. The Prime Minister said, be it the
Christchurch terror attack of 2019 or the Mumbai attack 2008, terrorism in any
form is unacceptable. He said, strict action is necessary against those guilty of
terror attacks. Mr Modi said, India and New Zealand will continue to cooperate
against terrorist, separatist and radical elements. He said, both sides support a
Free, Open, Secure, and Prosperous Indo-Pacific and believe in the policy of
development, not expansionism.

In his statement, Mr Luxon said, both sides looking forward
to achieve mutually beneficial Free Trade Agreement. He said, New
Zealand will increase its diplomatic presense in India.

Mr Luxon will call on President Droupadi Murmu today evening at
Rashtrapati Bhawan.

Earlier today, the Prime Minister of New Zealand paid tributes to
Mahatma Gandhi at his samadhi in Rajghat.

Mr Luxon's visit aims to strengthen the bilateral relationship between
both the countries, reaffirming their commitment to deepen ties across all
sectors and foster people-to-people connections. New Zealand Prime Minister
arrived in New Delhi yesterday on a five day visit to India. He is accompanied by
a high-level delegation, including Ministers, senior officials, businesses, media
and members of the Indian diaspora community.

The Prime Minister of New Zealand will visit Mumbai on Wednesday.

RAJNATH- US TULSI GABBARD

Defense Minister Rajnath Singh today held a meeting with the
Director of National Intelligence of the United States, Tulsi Gabbard, in
New Delhi. During the meeting, both leaders emphasized that strategic
security remains a vital pillar of the comprehensive global strategic
cooperation between the two nations. Mr. Singh and Ms. Gabbard reviewed
the significant strides made in the areas of military exercises, strategic
cooperation, and information-sharing cooperation, especially in the
maritime domain, between India and the US. The Ministry of Defense, in its
statement, said that the two leaders explored avenues for collaboration in
cutting-edge defense innovation and niche technologies, reflecting their
shared commitment to advancing mutual strategic interests. The Ministry



added that both leaders also addressed key areas such as enhancing
interoperability and fostering greater integration of defense industrial
supply chains to bolster resilience and innovation. Our correspondent
reports that the discussions reaffirmed the growing strength of the India-
US bilateral defense partnership.

GAURAV EP-I 17.03.2025
EVE. PM - RAISINA DIALOGUE

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his New Zealand counterpart
Christopher Luxon jointly inaugurated Raisina Dialogue 2025 in New Delhi
this evening.

In his keynote address, Mr Luxon said, India and New Zealand are
fortunate to be part of the world's most economically dynamic region. He
said, the Indo-Pacific will account for two-thirds of global economic growth
in the coming years and by 2030, it will be home to two-thirds of the
world's middle-class consumers. Mr Luxon said, India itself is at the heart
of this exciting economic future. He said, the second major opportunity is
technological change. The New Zealand Prime Minister said, New Zealand
and India are on the cusp of a transformation in their economies and
societies. He said, Raisina Dialogue is a forum that provides an annual
opportunity for thought leaders from across the world to focus their
collective minds on the contemporary strategic challenges being navigated
right in the Indian Ocean.

The theme this year's Raisina Dialogue is "Kalachakra - People, Peace
and Planet”. During the event, decision makers and thought leaders of the
world will engage each other across conversations in various formats, over
six thematic pillars. The event is witnessing participation of representatives
from about 125 countries. The participants include Ministers, former Heads
of State and Heads of Government, Military Commanders, Captains of
Industry, Technology Leaders, Academics, Journalists, Scholars on
Strategic Affairs, Experts from leading Think Tanks, and Youth. The Raisina
Dialogue is India’s premier conference on geopolitics and geoeconomics
committed to addressing the most challenging issues facing the global
community. The three day event will continue till 19th March.
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GAURAV EP-II

17.03.2025
EVE KABADDI WORLD CUP

The Kabaddi World Cup 2025 today begin in England this evening. In
Men's Kabaddi, the match between India and Italy is underway at
Wolverhampton. India were leading with , when reports last
came in.

In inaugural match of the event, England defeated Hungary 101-25.

The first to be held outside Asia, the competition will span seven
days with over 60 matches, taking place in Birmingham, Coventry, Walsall,
and Wolverhampton - in the West Midlands region of the United Kingdom.
The men’s competition will start with 10 teams split into two equal groups -
A and B. India will compete in Group B along with Italy, Scotland, Wales
and China. On the other hand, women's competition will be among six-
teams with two groups - D and E. India will compete in Group D along with
Wales and Poland.

This is the second edition of the Kabaddi World Cup being hosted by
World Kabaddi. At the inaugural edition hosted by Malaysia in 2019, India
won both the men’s and women’s crowns.

SANJIO/ NET/ CB/ 1800

BILLS: Telangana Assembly today passed the Telangana Backward Classes
(reservation of seats in rural and urban local bodies) Bill, 2025, the Telangana
Scheduled Castes (Rationalisation of Reservations) Bill, 2025, and The Telangana
Backward Classes, Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes reservation of seats in
educational institutions and of appointments or posts in the services under State
Bill, 2025, was also passed on a voice vote during the session. Chief minister
Revanth Reddy has called upon the leaders of opposition parties to come together
for meeting Prime Minister Narendra Modi to bring amendments to the
Constitution to the implementation of 42 percent reservations for Backward
Classes (BC) in Telangana. (CM sound byte) During discussion, BRS Karimnagar
MLA Gangula Kamalakar spoke extensively on how the BC reservations were
being successfully implemented in Tamil Nadu. DESK 13



