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EVE. PM-WEBINAR MSME

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today said that the government is working
with the vision of a self-reliant India and has accelerated the pace of
reforms. He said the country has consistently demonstrated its
commitment to reforms, financial discipline, transparency, and inclusive
growth over the past 10 years. Talking about the importance of MSMEs in
the economy, Mr. Modi said MSMEs play a transformative role in the
economic growth of a country. Mr. Modi was addressing a post-Budget
webinars held on MSME as an Engine of Growth; Manufacturing, Exports
and Nuclear Energy Missions; Regulatory, Investment and Ease of doing
business Reforms. The Prime Minister pointed out that stable policy and a
good business environment are pivotal for development.

BYTE- PM



Highlighting various measures taken to facilitate ease of doing
business in the country, Mr. Modi said the government implemented the
Jan Vishwas Act and introduced the concept of simplified income tax by
reducing compliances. He added that the government is working on the
Jan Vishwas 2.0 Bill. He said important steps have been taken to promote
manufacturing and exports in the Budget. The Prime Minister also said that
consistency and the assurance of reforms have brought new confidence to
the industry.

BYTE- PM

Mr Modi said, Research and Development has played a crucial role in
India's manufacturing journey and needs further advancement and
acceleration. He highlighted that through Research and Development, the
focus can be on innovative products and value addition to existing
products. The Prime Minister emphasized that the world recognizes the
potential of India's toy, footwear, and leather industries and by combining
traditional crafts with modern technologies, significant success can be
achieved. He noted that India can become global champion in these
sectors, leading to a substantial increase in exports. Mr Modi highlighted
that this growth will create lakhs of job opportunities in labor-intensive
sectors and promote entrepreneurship. Mentioning that the PM
Vishwakarma Yojana provides end-to-end support to traditional artisans, he
urged efforts to connect these artisans with new opportunities and called
on all stakeholders to come forward to expand the hidden potential in
these sectors.

Underlining that the Government had facilitated loan access and
introduced a new type of loan, Mr Modi highlighted that people are now
receiving loans without guarantees, something they never imagined before.
He said, over the past ten years, schemes like MUDRA, which provide loans
without guarantees, have also supported small industries. He noted that
the Trades portal is resolving many loan-related issues. The Prime Minister
emphasized the need to develop new modes of credit delivery, ensuring
that every MSME has access to low-cost and timely credit. He announced
that five lakh first-time entrepreneurs from women, SC, and ST
communities will receive loans of two crore rupees. The Prime Minister also
announced that in this budget, the guarantee cover for MSME loans has
been doubled to 20 crore rupees and additionally, customized credit cards
with a limit of five lakh ripees will be provided to meet working capital
needs.



Highlighting that 14 sectors were currently benefiting from the PLI
scheme, Mr Modi said that under the scheme, more than 750 units have
been approved, resulting in an investment of over 1.5 lakh crore rupees,
production worth over 13 lakh crore rupees and exports exceeding five lakh
crore rupees. He emphasized that this demonstrates how entrepreneurs
can advance in new areas when given opportunities. He announced the
decision to launch two missions to promote manufacturing and export.

He urged the industry leaders not to be mere spectators, but to seek
opportunities in the global supply chain. He said the focus must be laid on
manufacturing innovative products that have global demand to push
exports. He observed that the production-linked incentive scheme has led
to an investment of over one lakh 50 thousand crore rupees with the
production of over 13 lakh crore rupees.

HEALTH- STEERING GROUP

Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare Jagat Prakash Nadda
chaired the ninth meeting of Mission Steering Group (MSG) of National
Health Mission (NHM), in New Delhi today.The Mission Steering Group is
the highest policy-making and steering institution under the NHM,
providing broad policy direction and governance for the health sector.
Addressing the meeting, Mr Nadda commended the NHM for its
achievements and thanked the Steering Group for its role in ensuring the
outputs of different initiatives and schemes. It was appraised that India
has achieved the National Health Policy (NHP) target of Maternal Mortality
Rate-MMR 100 deaths per one lakh live births. The Health Ministry added
that between 1990 and 2020, MMR in India declined 83 per cent, which is
much higher than the Global MMR decline. 69 percent decline was
observed in Infant Mortality Rate in the country during this period, while
the Global IMR decline was 55 per cent. More than 1.76 lakh Ayushman
Arogya Mandirs are operational in the country today. In the last 5 years,
annual footfall at Ayushman Arogya Mandirs has increased from 13.49
crore in 2019-20 to over 121 crore in 2023-24. The number of Non
Communication Disease screenings increased from 10.94 crore in 2019-20
to 109.55 crore in 2023-24. It added that under the National Tuberculosis
Elimination Program, 18 percent reduction was observed in incidence of TB
during 2015 to 2023, which is more than double the global reduction. 21
per cent reduction was also observed in mortality due to TB.



During the meeting, the Health Minister also commended the role of
ASHA workers in the healthcare system and stressed on the need for their
further empowerment and welfare through revised incentives for routine
activities, and providing enhanced honorariums.

PM- BELGIUM PRINCESS

Princess Astrid of Belgium today met Prime Minister Narendra Modi in
New Delhi today. In a social media post, Mr Modi thanked the Belgian
Princess's initiative to lead a three hundred Member Economic Mission to
India. He added that he is looking forward to unlock limitless opportunities
for the countrymen of both the nations through new partnerships in trade,
technology, defence, agriculture, life sciences, innovation, skilling and
academic exchanges.

PREZ-VISITOR CONFERENCE

President Droupadi Murmu has said that the national goal is to make
India a developed country before the end of the first half of this century.
She said, to achieve this goal, all stakeholders of the educational
institutions and students would have to move forward with a global
mindset. In her concluding remarks at the two-day Visitor's Conference at
Rashtrapati Bhavan this evening, the President said, young students would
make a more effective identity for themselves in the 21st century world
with the strengthening of internationalisation efforts and collaborations.
She said, availability of excellent education in the higher education
institutions would decrease the tendency to study abroad. President Murmu
said, the young talent would be better utilized in nation building. She said,
India is moving towards becoming the third largest economy in the world
and being self-reliant is the hallmark of a truly developed, large and strong
economy. The President said, self-reliance based on research and
innovation would strengthen the enterprises and economy and such
research and innovation should get every possible support. She highlighted
that in developed economies, the academia-industry interface appears
strong. President Murmu said, due to continuous exchange between the
industry and higher education institutions, research work remains linked to
the needs of the economy and society. She urged the heads of institutions
of higher learning to make institutional efforts to have continuous



discussions with senior people of industrial institutions in mutual interest.
The President said that this would benefit the teachers and students doing
research work. She also told them that connecting the laboratories of
educational institutions with local, regional, national and global needs
should be their priority. The President said that it is imperative and
challenging to have an education system that is system-based and flexible
according to the special talents and needs of the students. She said, in this
context, there is a need to remain constantly alert and active. President
Murmu said, appropriate changes should continue to take place based on
experience and empowering students should be the objective of such
changes. The President said that a nation becomes strong and developed
only on the strength of characterful, sensible and capable youth. She said,
in educational institutions, the character, prudence and capability of the
young students are developed. She expressed confidence that the heads of
institutions of higher learning would achieve the proud ideals of higher
education and would present a bright future to the young children of
Mother India.
CBI-RAILWAYS

The Central Bureau of Investigation CBI has busted a Departmental
Examination Paper Leak Scam under the East Central Railway at Mughal
Sarai, Uttar Pradesh during an operation yesterday. Twenty Six Railway
officials including a Senior Divisional Electrical Engineer (Operations) were
arrested in the case. Seventeen Departmental candidates, presently
working as Loco Pilots, allegedly paid money for the question paper, were
caught red-handed with the copies of the question papers, and all of them
have been arrested. Searches were conducted at eight locations, which
resulted in recovery of 1.17 crore rupees in cash. These amounts were
reportedly collected from the candidates for leaking the question papers.

Investigation conducted so far revealed that accused Senior
Divisional Electrical Engineer (Operations) was given the responsibility for
setting and preparing the question paper for the examination. He in his
own hand-writing had written the questions in English and allegedly gave it
to one Loco Pilot who in turn translated it into Hindi and further gave it to
an Office Superintendent (Trainning). The said Office Superintendent
(Trainning) allegedly in turn gave it to the candidates through few other
Railway Employees. East Central Railway had scheduled a Departmental
Examination today for the posts of Chief Loco Inspectors.



NITI AAYOG-JANAUSHADHI

NITI Aayog Member VK Paul has said that the government is working
on a campaign to spread awareness about the Janaushadhi centres.
Talking to media about the Upcoming Janaushadhi diwas, he said that
Around two thousand medicines and three hundred surgical instruments
are available at Janaushadhi centres. He said that the aim of these outlets
is to provide the people with high-quality medicine at affordable prices. Mr
Paul said that there are around 15 thousand Janaushadi centres in the
country, and it will be increased to 25 thousand by the year 2027. He
added that countrymen have saved thirty thousand crores rupees since the
scheme began.
VAISHNAW - IIMC

Information and Broadcasting Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw has urged
students to be focused on their work and remain committed to the goal.
Addressing the 56th convocation Ceremony of Indian Institute of Mass
Communication, IIMC in New Delhi, Mr Vaishnaw said, today entire world
of media is changing. He asked students to always keep nation first. Mr
Vaishnaw reiterated to make IIMC a world class media institution with state
of the art facilities.

(Byte - Ashwini Vaishnaw) Byte in GNR Mail

During the event, the Minister conferred the Post Graduate Diploma
to four hundred seventy eight journalism students of 2023-24 batch.
Thirty-Six outstanding students received medals and cash awards in
recognition of their academic excellence.
GRAM PANCHAYAT-WOMEN

The Ministry of Panchayati Raj is set to launch its Model Women-
Friendly Gram Panchayats at a National Convention tomorrow in New Delhi.
This initiative is a part of the Ministry's International Women's Day 2025
celebrations. The primary objective of this initiative is to establish at least
one Model Women-Friendly Gram Panchayat in each district, serving as a
beacon for gender-sensitive and girl-friendly governance practices. Minister
of State for Panchayati Raj Prof. S. P. Singh Baghel, Minister of State for
Health and Family Welfare Anupriya Patel and other representatives from
various Ministries, Departments, and international organizations like the
United Nations Population Fund will be present in the event.

REV CEC-CEO CONFERENCE
Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar has exhorted all Chief



Electoral Officer, District Election Officers and Booth Level Officer to work
transparently and fulfill all statutory obligations diligently. Addressing a
two-day conference of Chief Electoral Officers CEOs of all States and Union
Territories in New Delhi today, Mr Kumar directed officials to be
approachable and responsive to political parties. He added that all party
meetings at all statutory levels be held regularly to resolve any issues
within the existing statutory framework by the concerned competent
authority. The Chief Election Commissioner also asked that the issue wise
action taken report by each CEO have to be submitted by 31st of this
month to their concerned Deputy Election Commissioner. Mr Kumar added
that officials should ensure that all citizens of the country who are above
18 years of age are registered as electors. The Chief Election Commissioner
directed officials to make efforts to have between 800 to 1200 electors in
each polling booth and ensure that it is within two kilometres distance from
the residence of each elector. He said, polling booths with proper assured
minimum facilities should be established for the ease of voting in rural
areas.

EVE CRICKET-1805

In Men's Cricket, chasing a target of 265 runs set by Australia, India
were for in overs in the first semi-final of the
ICC Champions Trophy at Dubai when reports last came in. Earlier, opting
to bat first, Australia were bowled out for 264 runs with three balls to spare
due to disciplined bowling efforts by Men in Blue. Skipper Steven Smith
was the top-scorer for Australia, contributing 73 runs off 96 balls, followed
by Alex Carey with 61 runs off 57 balls and Travis Head with 39 off 33 balls
who also played crucial knocks. On the other hand, Mohammed Shami was
the pick of Indian bowlers, taking three wickets while Varun Chakravarthy
and Ravindra Jadeja picked two wickets each. Axar Patel and Hardik
Pandya scalped a wicket each. In the second semi-final tomorrow, New
Zealand will face South Africa in Lahore. The winners of both semi-finals
will clash in the final on Sunday.




