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Prime Minister Narendra Modi today said that "India First" has



become the mantra of the country’s foreign policy, and now New Delhi is
not just participating in the world order but also contributing to shaping
and securing the future. Mr. Modi was addressing an event organized by a
private TV channel in New Delhi today. He said that earlier, India's foreign
policy was to maintain distance from everyone, but now it is to work
together with everyone. The Prime Minister said that India has prioritized
humanity over monopoly and paved the way for the creation of a global
institution of the 21st century, ensuring equal participation. He added that
now India is not just a nation of dreams, but also a nation that delivers.
Quoting data from the International Monetary Fund, he added that the
world has its eyes on India, as the country is the only major economy in
the world to have doubled its GDP in just 10 years, and 25 crore people in
India have come out of poverty. The Prime Minister said that India’s youth
is becoming skilled and driving innovation forward. He also mentioned that
the world must unite to address global challenges, one of which is the
issue of energy resources. He highlighted the importance of the
International Solar Alliance and said that it was established to tackle the
energy crisis and ensure that even smaller nations can benefit from
sustainable energy. Mr. Modi observed that this initiative will have a
positive impact on climate change and help secure the needs of countries
in the Global South. Mr. Modi also noted that over 100 countries have
already joined this effort.

<><>ADARSH/DIWAKER/1755 HRS

CABINET BRIEFING

The government today approved the Electronics Component
Manufacturing Scheme to boost the manufacturing of electronic goods in
the country and strengthen the electronics supply chain. Briefing media in
New Delhi today, Information and Broadcasting Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
said, the electronics sector has witnessed tremendous growth in the last
ten years. He said, electronics production has grown five times with the
rate of 17 percent compound annual growth rate while electronic exports
witnessed growth of 20 percent compound annual growth rate in these
years. He added that electronics manufacturing has generated 25 lakh jobs
in the country in the last ten years. The Minister said, funding worth over
22 thousand crore rupees will be provided for the Electronics Component
Manufacturing Scheme. He said, this will generate direct employment of
over 91 thousand and many indirect jobs.



(S/B- ASHWINI VAISHNAW)

The domestic production of electronic goods has increased from
one lakh 90 thousand crore in financial year 2014-15 to nine lakh 52
thousand crore in financial year 2023-24. Mr. Vaishnaw also informed that
Cabinet has approved inclusion of Kosi Mechi Intra-State Link Project of
Bihar under Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchai Yojana- Accelerated Irrigation
Benefits Programme (PMKSY-AIBP). The Minister said, the project will
provide over two lakh 10 thousand hectares additional annual irrigation in
Kharif season in Araria, Purnea, Kishanganj and Katihar districts of Bihar.
The government has approved central support of three thousand 652 crore
rupees to Bihar for completion of the project by March, 2029 with an
estimated cost of six thousand 282 crore rupees.

(S/B- ASHWINI VAISHNAW)

Mr. Vaishnaw said, the government has also approved Nutrient Based
Subsidy rates for Kharif 2025 on Phosphatic and Potassic fertilizers to
ensure affordable, subsidized, and reasonable fertilizers to the farmers. He
said, the impact of price volatility was subsumed by maintaining MRP of
DAP at one thousand 350 rupees per 50 kilogram bag to protect the
interest of farmers.

(S/B- ASHWINI VAISHNAW)

The Minister also informed that the government has approved
construction of four-lane greenfield and brownfield Patna-Arrah-Sasaram
corridor having the length of 120.10 kilometres in Bihar. He said the
project will be developed on Hybrid Annuity Mode at a total capital cost of
three thousand 712 crore rupees. The Minister said, this project will give a
boost to infrastructure development by generating 48 lakh man days
employment.

(S/B- ASHWINI VAISHNAW)

Mr. Vaishnaw said, the government has approved 2 percent
Dearness Allowance to Central Government employees and Dearness Relief
to Pensioners. He said, this will come into effect from 1st January of this
year. With this, 48.66 lakh Central Government employees and 66.55 lakhs
pensioners will benefit.
<><><><>DIPENDRA/ PH./ BHUPENDRA/ MAIL/ 1644 HRS
GAURAV::RZ EPP 28.03.2025
RS-ADJORUN FOR DAY

The Rajya Sabha has been adjourned for the day. The House will
now meet at 11 am on 1st of April 2025. After completing Private



Member’s business and special mentions, the Chair adjourned the House
for the day.
<><><><> BHUPENDRA/ ANAND 1733

MEA - PM THAILAND SRI LANKA VISIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will embark on a two-day visit to
Thailand on the 3rd of April to participate in the 6th BIMSTEC Summit.
Briefing the media in New Delhi this afternoon, Secretary (East) Jaideep
Mazumdar said this will be the Prime Minister's third visit to Thailand. In
November 2019, Mr. Modi attended the ASEAN and East Asia Summit,
which was hosted by Thailand. Earlier, he had traveled to Bangkok en
route to Tokyo in November 2016 when he went to pay homage to the late
King Rama IX. Secretary (East) said India and Thailand have historically
warm bilateral relations, shared civilizational, cultural, and religious bonds.
He said Thailand is India's maritime neighbor, a valuable partner in the Act
East policy and Vision for the Indo-Pacific, and a highly valued partner in
BIMSTEC. Thailand is the third-largest economy in ASEAN and India's
fourth-largest trading partner after Singapore, Indonesia, and Malaysia in
the ASEAN region. Mr. Mazumdar said bilateral trade is almost 15 billion
dollars, with India's exports to Thailand around 5 billion and imports from
Thailand about 10 billion dollars.

(S/B JAIDEEP MAZUMDAR)

<><>Suparna/1712 hrs

GAURAV EP-I 28.03.2025
NITI AAYOG REPORT LAUNCH

NITI Aayog Member Arvind Virmani launched the NITI Aayog Trade
Watch Quarterly Report in New Delhi today. The quarterly report has been
published for the second quarter from July to September of the financial
year 2025. The report highlights that India's total trade grew by 5.67
percent in April-September 2024 compared to the same period in 2023,
with exports rising 5.23 percent and imports increasing 6.07 percent year
on year. The report states that the country's merchandise exports have
remained stable, averaging 35.4 billion dollars per month over the past six
months, while imports averaged 57.8 billion dollars, except for a surge in
August. The report also mentions that India ranks 6th in global textile
exports, but its basket remains skewed towards natural fibers, with a



strong presence in cotton and carpet threads. The Trade Watch Report
offers a holistic snapshot of India’s trade position, combining global
demand-supply perspectives, sectoral performance, and insights into
emerging trade opportunities. It also identifies geopolitical opportunities
and challenges posed to the country's trade.

<><>AMAN/1609 HRS

LS NADDA PMJAY

Health Minister JP Nadda today said that more than 8.9 crore hospital
admissions worth 1.26 lakh crore rupees have been authorized under
Ayushman Bharat -Pradhan Mantri Jan Aarogya Yojana as on 1st March
this year. In a reply in Lok Sabha, Mr Nadda said more than 10 lakh
Ayushman cards have been created for ASHA workers and 14.47 lakh cards
for Anganwadi workers so far. He said that a total of 30 thousand 957
hospitals, including 13,866 private hospitals and 17,091 public hospitals,
have been empaneled under the scheme. The Health Minister informed
that more than 2.21 crore hospital admissions worth 34 thousand 954
crore rupees have been authorized under AB-PMJAY for 2024-25.

IPL

In the Indian Premier League (IPL) Cricket, Chennai Super Kings will
face Royal Challengers Bangalore at the MA Chidambaram Stadium in
Chennai this evening. The match is scheduled to begin at 7:30 PM. Earlier,
Lucknow Super Giants defeated Sunrisers Hyderabad by five wickets at the
Rajiv Gandhi International Stadium in Hyderabad last night. Chasing a
target of 191 runs set by Hyderabad, Lucknow reached 193 for 5 in just
16.1 overs.



