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VISHNU DP1I 16.03.2025
PM - RAISINA DIALOGUE

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the Raisina Dialogue
2025 with his New Zealand counterpart Christopher Luxon in New Delhi
tomorrow. The 10th edition of the Raisina Dialogue is being held from
tomorrow till 19th March. The Raisina Dialogue is India’s premier
conference on geopolitics and geoeconomics committed to addressing the
most challenging issues facing the global community. Every year, leaders in
politics, business, media, and civil society converge in New Delhi to discuss
the state of the world and explore opportunities for cooperation on a wide
range of contemporary matters. The conference is hosted by the Observer
Research Foundation in partnership with the Ministry of External Affairs.
<><><> Suparna/1127 HRS
VISHNU DP-I 16.03.2025
NEW ZEALAND PM VISIT

Prime Minister of New Zealand Christopher Luxon will arrive in New
Delhi this afternoon on a five day visit to India. He will be accompanied by
a high-level delegation, including Ministers, senior officials, businesses,
media and members of the Indian diaspora community. External Affairs
Ministry said in a statement that Prime Minister Narendra Modi will hold
talks with his New Zealand counterpart tomorrow, covering various aspects
of India-New Zealand relations. Mr Luxon will attend the inaugural session



of the 10th Raisina Dialogue-2025 as the Chief Guest and deliver the
Keynote Address. He will also call on President Droupadi Murmu at the
Rashtrapti Bhawan. Prime Minister Luxon will also visit Mumbai where he
will have interactions with business leaders. This visit of the New Zealand
Prime Minister aims to strengthen the bilateral relationship between both
the countries, reaffirming their commitment to deepen ties across all
sectors and foster people-to-people connections.

<><><> Suparna/1134 HRS

VISHNU DP1I 16.3.25
NATIONAL VACCINATION DAY

National Vaccination Day is being celebrated across the country
today. This Day is celebrated on the 16th of March every year to raise
awareness about the importance of immunization. Health Ministry said in a
social media post that immunization is a key driver to achieve the goal of
protecting every child of the nation. It said that the Ministry, along with
State governments, and the dedicated frontline health workers, are
committed to enhance immunity of the children. Mission Indradhanush was
launched in 2014 to rapidly increase the full immunization coverage. It
aims to reduce child mortality and accelerate the process of full
immunization coverage for children at a rapid pace. Mission Indradhanush
aims to ensure that all children under the age of 2 years and pregnant
women are fully immunized with all available vaccines.
<><><> Suparna/1152 HRS

SHUKLA :: AARTI EP-I1 15.03.2025
AMIT SHAH - ASSAM

Union Home Minister Amit Shah will attend several programmes in
Assam today. He is on a three-day visit to North Eastern States of Assam
and Mizoram. Mr Shah yesterday inaugurated a police academy in Golaghat
district of Assam and attended a programme of Assam Rifles at Aizawl in
Mizoram. Today morning, Home Minister will go to Assam from Mizoram to
attend several programmes. More from our correspondent:
V/C- AMINUL

Union Home Minister Amit Shah will address the 57th Annual
Conference of All Bodo Students Union at Dotma in Kokrajhar
district in the afternoon. Later in the day, the Home Minister will
review the Implementation of New Criminal Laws in the North-




Eastern States in Guwahati with the Chief Ministers of eight North
Eastern states before returning to New Delhi in the evening.

Aminul/Guwahati.
<><>Aminul, Guwahati, mail/0721

SHUKLA DP-I 16.03.2025
VAISHNAW-HYPERLOOP

Union Minister for Railways, Information and Broadcasting, and
Information Technology Ashwini Vaishnaw has said that the 410-meter-
long Hyperloop test tube at IIT Chennai is the longest Hyperloop test
facility in Asia and will soon become the world’s longest. The minister
shared this information while posting a video on social media of a live
demonstration he witnessed during his visit to the Hyperloop testing facility
at IIT Madras Discovery Campus yesterday. He expressed confidence that
India will soon be ready for Hyperloop transportation, as the technology,
which is currently under development, has yielded promising results in the
tests conducted so far. He also mentioned that the electronics components
for this project will be developed at the Integral Coach Factory (ICF) in
Chennai. Mr. Vaishnaw highlighted that Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
always emphasized the importance of innovation. He also mentioned that
Railways has provided financial funding and technical assistance for this
Hyperloop project.

PALLAVI/0917
VISHNU:HC DP-1 16.03.2025
RAMAKANTA NATH - PASSED AWAY

Padma Bhushan Ramakanta Rath, one of the most renowned
modernist poets in Odia literature, passed away this morning at
Bhubaneswar at the age of 91. His passing has cast a deep shadow of
mourning over the literary world, marking the end of an era in Odia
literature. A 1957-batch IAS officer, Ramakanta Rath also served as the
Chief Secretary of Odisha and held several key positions in the Union
Government. His poetic works, celebrated for their depth and insight,
include iconic poems 'Sri Radha’ among many others. His works have been
translated into English and several Indian languages. In recognition of his
outstanding contribution to literature, Ramakanta Rath was conferred with



the Padma Bhushan, India’s third-highest civilian award, in 2006 and many
other coveted literary awards. He also served as president of the Sahitya
Akademi of India from 1998 to 2003. The last rites of Ramakanta Rath will
be carried out tomorrow at SwargaDwar of Puri. Chief Minister of Odisha,
Mohan Charan Majhi, has deeply condoled the death of Ramakanta Rath
saying he had given a new identity to Odia literature, both nationally and
internationally.

<><><> Prakash Dash, Bhubaneswar, MAIL/0959 HRS
SHUKLA DP-II 16.03.2025

DAY US-TORNADO

In US, at least 26 people were killed in @ monster storm as violent
tornadoes ripped several states. The storm led to wiping out of schools and
toppling semitractor-trailers in several states. Missouri recorded more
fatalities than any other state as it withstood scattered twisters overnight
that killed at least 12 people. Officials in Arkansas said three people died in
Independence County and 29 others were injured across eight counties as
storms passed through the state.

The deaths came as a massive storm system moving across the
country unleashed winds that triggered deadly dust storms and fanned
more than 100 wildfires. Winds gusting up to 80 mph were predicted from
the Canadian border to Texas, threatening blizzard conditions in colder
northern areas and wildfire risk in warmer, drier places to the south. The
National Weather Service issued blizzard warnings for parts of far western
Minnesota and far eastern South Dakota. Evacuations were ordered in
some Oklahoma communities as more than 130 fires were reported across
the state. The State Patrol said winds were so strong that they toppled
several tractor-trailers. Wildfires elsewhere in the Southern Plains
threatened to spread rapidly amid warm, dry weather and strong winds in
Texas, Kansas, Missouri and New Mexico. High winds knocked out power to
more than two lakh homes and businesses in Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas,
Missouri, Illinois, Indiana and Michigan.

<>SANYUKTA/PTI/0918
SHUKLA MP-1I 16.03.2025



PAKISTAN- IED BLAST

In Pakistan, An Anti-Terrorism Force (ATF) personnel was killed while
six others were injured in an Improvised Explosive Device (IED) blast in
Pakistan's Quetta yesterday. The explosion targeted a vehicle of the Anti-
Terrorism Force patrolling Barori Road in the Karani area, leaving seven
ATF personnel injured. The wounded personnel were immediately rushed
to the hospital, where one succumbed to injuries. Meanwhile, train
operations in the Quetta Division remain suspended due to security
concerns following the horrific attack on the Jaffar Express. On March 11,
the Baloch Liberation Army (BLA) hijacked the Jaffar Express, a train en
route from Quetta to Peshawar, in the strategic Bolan Valley. The train was
carrying over 450 passengers, including 200 security personnel. Baloch
rebels have claimed to kil 214 hostages and blamed Pakistan's
stubbornness and avoidance of negotiations despite a 48-hour ultimatum.
While on the other hand, Pakistani security sources claimed that the Jaffar
Express clearance operation was complete as at least 346 hostages were
rescued and all 33 attackers neutralized. <>

SANYUKTA/ANI/0804
SHUKLA DP-1 16.03.2025
IMD-WEATHER

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast heat wave
conditions at isolated places over Jharkhand, Gangetic West Bengal,
Chhattisgarh, Vidarbha, Telangana, and Karnataka today. Heat wave to
severe heat wave conditions are also likely at isolated places over Odisha
and the Kutch region for the next two days. The Met Department has also
forecast hot and humid conditions at isolated places over Coastal Andhra
Pradesh, Yanam, Kerala, and Mahe for the next two to three days.

According to the IMD, thunderstorms accompanied by hailstorms and
gusty winds are expected over northeast India, along with isolated heavy
rainfall or snowfall over Arunachal Pradesh during the next 4-5 days.
Uttarakhand is also likely to experience similar weather conditions today.
<><>PALLAVI/0832
SHUKLA MP-I 16.03.2025

PM PODCAST



Prime Minister Narendra Modi's has urged people to tune in to his
podcast interview with Lex Fridman to be broadcast today. In a social
media post, Mr Modi said he had a fascinating conversation with Mr
Fridman, who hosts the Lex Fridman Podcast. The coversation covered
diverse topics including Mr Maodi's childhood, the years in the Himalayas
and the journey in public life. Mr Fridman said he had an epic 3-hour
podcast conversation with Prime Minister Modi. In a social media post, the
podcaster said it was one of the most powerful conversations of his life.

CB/Suparna/0410
SHUKLA MP-1 16.03.2025
PADMA AWARDS

Nominations for the Padma Awards-2026 to be announced on the
occasion of Republic Day next year have started. The last date for
nominations for Padma Awards is 31st July. The nominations and
recommendations for Padma Awards will only be received online on the
Rashtriya Puraskar Portal. The Padma Awards - Padma Vibhushan, Padma
Bhushan and Padma Shri, are amongst the highest civilian awards of the
country. The Awards seek to recognize ‘work of distinction’ and is given for
distinguished and exceptional achievements in all disciplines, such as Art,
Literature and Education, Sports, Medicine, Social Work, Science and
Engineering, Public Affairs, Civil Service, and Trade and Industry. All
persons without distinction of race, occupation, position or sex are eligible
for these Awards. Government servants including those working with PSUs,
except Doctors and Scientists, are not eligible for Padma Awards.
CB/Suparna/0419



