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India and New Zealand have signed five agreements in the fields of
Defence, Education, Sports, Horticulture, and Forestry. Both sides also
exchanged the Authorized Economic Operator Mutual Recognition
Agreement. Two countries announced the launch of negotiations on a Free
Trade Agreement and negotiations on an arrangement facilitating the
mobility of professionals and skilled workers. New Zealand has joined the
Indo-Pacific Oceans’ Initiative and has become a member of the Coalition
for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi held talks with his New Zealand
counterpart Christopher Luxon in New Delhi yesterday. The discussions
covered various aspects of India-New Zealand relations. In his press
statement, Mr Modi said, they had detailed discussions on various aspects
of the bilateral relationship, and both sides decided to strengthen and
institutionalize the defence and security partnership. He said that, along
with joint exercises, training, and port visits, a roadmap will be prepared
for mutual cooperation in the defence industry. The Prime Minister said
that it had been decided to initiate negotiations on a mutually beneficial
Free Trade Agreement between the two countries, which will boost the
potential for mutual trade and investment. In his statement, Mr. Luxon said



both sides looking forward to achieve a mutually beneficial Free Trade
Agreement. He said New Zealand will increase its diplomatic presence in
India.

Maharashtra

In Maharashtra, tensions between two groups broke out last evening
in the Mahal area of Central Nagpur. Rumors about the alleged vandalism
of religious symbols led to communal tensions between the two groups,
resulting in stone pelting and the burning of vehicles by some antisocial
mob.

Police forces deployed for controlling the riot used teargas shells and
cane-charge to disperse the mob in Chitnis Park and Mahal areas. Cyber
teams searched CCTV footage and Police also did the combing operation to
arrest about 15 anti social elements involved in violence clashes.

Union Minister Nitin Gadkari and Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis have appealed the people not to believe in rumors and
to maintain peace and harmony. Nagpur Police Commissioner Dr. Ravinder
Singal has imposed prohibitary orders uner Section 163 of Bharatiya Nyay
Sanhita in the Mahal area of Nagpur to restore law and order. Additional
police personnel and a team from SPRF have also been deployed to keep
the situation under control.

Israeli airstrikes

Israeli airstrikes across the Gaza Strip have claimed the lives of more
than 200 Palestinians, including women and children, according to Gaza's
health ministry.

The renewed offensive follows the collapse of truce negotiations
between Israel and Hamas, which had faltered over disagreements
regarding the terms of the ceasefire's next phase.

The Israeli Defense Forces (IDF), in coordination with the Israeli

Security Agency (ISA), confirmed the attacks, stating that they targeted
Hamas infrastructure and operatives. The strikes have left widespread
destruction and further strained the already dire humanitarian situation in
Gaza.
The conflict in Gaza erupted on October 7, 2023, after Hamas launched a
cross-border attack into southern Israel, killing around 1,200 people,
mostly civilians, and capturing 251 hostages.Since then, Israel has pursued
a relentless military campaign against Hamas.



Tulsi Gabbard

US Intelligence Chief Tulsi Gabbard said that United States is deeply
concerned about persistent persecution of religious minorities including
Hindus in Bangladesh. In an interview to a private TV channel, US national
intelligence chief was critical of the crumbling situation in Bangladesh and
highlighted the Trump administration’s firm resolve in tackling the
extremist forces and Islamist terrorism. She said that the Trump
administration is focused and committed to defeat the ideology that
promotes Islamist terrorism globally.

Mrs. Gabbard said the Trump administration has already begun talks
with Mohammad Younus-led interim government in Bangladesh. She also
spoke about the nefarious plots by extremist elements and terrorists in
setting the stage for the ‘Islamic Caliphate’ in various parts of the world
including Bangladesh.

P.RAJADURAI:NIR DPP
18.03.2025
PRALHAD JOSHI - NAGPUR VIOLENCE
Union Minister Pralhad Joshi has said that the government of
Maharashtra will take action against those involved in the Nagpur violence.
Talking to reporters outside Parliament, Mr Joshi said, the State
government is handling the situation efficiently.
(Byte - Pralhad Joshi) byte in GNR mail
Shiv Sena (Shinde) MP from Thane, Naresh Mhaske has alleged a
conspiracy behind the incident hatched by the opposition. He also alleged
that the investigation has revealed that outside people spread this violence.
(Byte - Naresh Mhaske) byte in GNR
mail
Meanwhile Congress MP Pramod Tiwari told media in New Delhi that
peace should prevail in Nagpur and the guilty should be punished.
Shiv Sena (UBT) MP Priyanka Chaturvedi has alleged that the law and
order has collapsed in the state since the new government came to power.
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18-03-2025
CEC MEET-VOTER ID AADHAAR

Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar will hold a meeting in
New Delhi this afternoon with secretaries from the Home Ministry, the
legislative department and the CEO of UIDAI. The primary agenda of the
meeting is to discuss the linking of Aadhaar identification numbers with
voter ID .

The Election Commission has initiated a series of proactive measures
to tackle longstanding electoral challenges. Key initiatives include resolving
duplicate Voter ID issues within the next three months and training field-
level political agents—such as booth-level, polling, counting, and election
agents—on their critical roles. Additionally, to alleviate long queues at
polling booths, the Election Commission has also announced that no polling
booth in the future will have more than 1,200 electors.

<><><>PRIYA/1006HRS

GAURAV EP-I
17.03.2025
COMMERCE-JITIN PRASADA

Minister of State for Commerce and Industry, Jitin Prasada, has
stated that India is a trusted partner for most European Union countries,
citing its transparent policies, vibrant democracy, and long-standing
relationships. Addressing the India-Europe Business Exchange Programme
in New Delhi today, the Minister emphasized that this exchange will pave
the way for greater synergies between India and the European Union,
unlocking new avenues for trade, investment, and strategic cooperation.
The Minister highlighted that India and Europe have the potential to create
a 2lst-century trade framework that supports economic resilience,
sustainability, and digital transformation. The Minister further noted that
India boasts the third-largest startup ecosystem in the world, with nearly
1,50,000 startups and over 100 unicorns.
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GAURAYV :: KAVITA EP-1
17.03.2025
CHHATTISGARH - MAOISTS

In Chhattisgarh, nineteen Maoists surrendered today in Bijapur
district. District Superintendent of Police Jitendra Kumar Yadav said that a
total reward of twenty-nine lakh rupees was announced for these Maoists.
All these Maoists have been given an incentive amount of twenty-five
thousand rupees each under the rehabilitation policy of the state
government.

Byte - SP (Audio file
is attached)
Meanwhile, a Maoist carrying a reward of one lakh rupees surrendered
before the police in Kondagaon district today. Besides, a joint team of
CRPF and district police force recovered a five-kg IED during a search
operation in the Malevahi area of Dantewada district. The IED was
deactivated on the spot.
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