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India and New Zealand have signed five agreements in the fields of
Defence, Education, Sports, Horticulture, and Forestry. Both sides also
exchanged the Authorized Economic Operator Mutual Recognition
Agreement. Two countries announced the launch of negotiations on a Free
Trade Agreement and negotiations on an arrangement facilitating the
mobility of professionals and skilled workers. New Zealand has joined the
Indo-Pacific Oceans’ Initiative and has become a member of the Coalition
for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi held talks with his New Zealand
counterpart Christopher Luxon in New Delhi yesterday. The discussions
covered various aspects of India-New Zealand relations. In his press
statement, Mr Modi said, they had detailed discussions on various aspects
of the bilateral relationship, and both sides decided to strengthen and
institutionalize the defence and security partnership. He said that, along
with joint exercises, training, and port visits, a roadmap will be prepared
for mutual cooperation in the defence industry. The Prime Minister said
that it had been decided to initiate negotiations on a mutually beneficial
Free Trade Agreement between the two countries, which will boost the
potential for mutual trade and investment.

Maharashtra
In Maharashtra, tensions between two groups broke out last evening



in the Mahal area of Central Nagpur. Rumors about the alleged vandalism
of religious symbols led to communal tensions between the two groups,
resulting in stone pelting and the burning of vehicles by some antisocial
mob. Police forces deployed for controlling the riot used teargas shells and
cane-charge to disperse the mob in Chitnis Park and Mahal areas. Cyber
teams searched CCTV footage and Police also did the combing operation to
arrest about 15 anti social elements involved in violence clashes.

Union Minister Nitin Gadkari and Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis have appealed the people not to believe in rumors and
to maintain peace and harmony. Nagpur Police Commissioner Dr. Ravinder
Singal has imposed Section 144 in the Mahal area of Nagpur to restore law
and order. Additional police personnel and a team from SPRF have also
been deployed to keep the situation under control.

Banks

All banks will remain open for transactions on 31st March this year
despite it being a public holiday, to provide convenience to taxpayers. In a
notification, Reserve Bank said that necessary arrangements have been
made to conduct special clearing operations across the country to facilitate
the accounting of government receipts and payments in the current
financial year itself. Issuing separate instructions to banks, RBI has asked
them to keep branches open for over-the-counter transactions on 31st
March up to normal working hours.

GAURAV EP-I 17.03.2025
EVE. PM - RAISINA DIALOGUE

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his New Zealand counterpart
Christopher Luxon jointly inaugurated Raisina Dialogue 2025 in New Delhi
this evening.

In his keynote address, Mr Luxon said, India and New Zealand are
fortunate to be part of the world's most economically dynamic region. He
said, the Indo-Pacific will account for two-thirds of global economic growth
in the coming years and by 2030, it will be home to two-thirds of the
world's middle-class consumers. Mr Luxon said, India itself is at the heart
of this exciting economic future. He said, the second major opportunity is
technological change. The New Zealand Prime Minister said, New Zealand
and India are on the cusp of a transformation in their economies and
societies. He said, Raisina Dialogue is a forum that provides an annual



opportunity for thought leaders from across the world to focus their
collective minds on the contemporary strategic challenges being navigated
right in the Indian Ocean.

The theme this year's Raisina Dialogue is "Kalachakra - People, Peace
and Planet”. During the event, decision makers and thought leaders of the
world will engage each other across conversations in various formats, over
six thematic pillars. The event is witnessing participation of representatives
from about 125 countries. The participants include Ministers, former Heads
of State and Heads of Government, Military Commanders, Captains of
Industry, Technology Leaders, Academics, Journalists, Scholars on
Strategic Affairs, Experts from leading Think Tanks, and Youth. The Raisina
Dialogue is India’s premier conference on geopolitics and geoeconomics
committed to addressing the most challenging issues facing the global
community. The three day event will continue till 19th March.

<><>ANUPAM/1905

GAURAV EP-I 17.03.2025
PREZ-NEW ZEALAND PM

President Droupadi Murmu has said that India and New Zealand have
close and friendly relations, based on shared values rooted in democracy,
the rule of law, and strong people-to-people ties. Welcoming Prime Minister
Christopher Luxon and his delegation at Rashtrapati Bhavan this evening,
the President said that educational exchange is an important aspect of
India-New Zealand relations. She highlighted the immense potential for
enhancing educational cooperation between the two countries through
institutional exchanges, the setting up of campuses by New Zealand
universities in India, and dual degrees. President Murmu expressed
satisfaction about the growth of bilateral trade and economic relations
between India and New Zealand, including new opportunities for
cooperation in the areas of customs, horticulture, forestry, disaster
management, and traditional medicine. She appreciated the significant
contribution of the talented and hardworking Indian community to the
progress of New Zealand. The President recalled fond memories of her
State Visit to New Zealand in August last year and said that the natural
beauty of New Zealand and the cultural diversity of its people left an
indelible mark on her mind. The two leaders agreed that the historic State



Visit of the President to New Zealand in August last year and the significant

outcomes announced today during Prime Minister Luxon’s visit will impart

positive momentum to the India-New Zealand partnership.
<><>ANUPAM/1858 HRS

GAURAYV :: KAVITA EPP
17.03.2025
REV RS MANIPUR BUDGET

Rajya Sabha has taken up the Appropriation Bill 2025, Appropriation
Bill (No. 2) 2025, the Manipur Appropriation Bill 2025 and the Manipur
Appropriation (Vote on Account) Bill 2025 for consideration and return.
The Appropriation Bill, 2025 seeks to provide for the authorisation
of appropriation of money out of the Consolidated Fund of India
to meet the amount spent on certain services during the financial
year ended on the 31st day of March, 2022, in excess of the
amounts granted for those services and for that year.

The Appropriation (No. 2) Bill, 2025 seeks to authorise
payment and appropriation of certain further sums from the
Consolidated Fund of India for the services of 2024-25. The
Manipur Appropriation (Vote on Account) Bill, 2025 provides for
the withdrawal of certain sums from the Consolidated Fund of
Manipur for the services of a part of 2025-26. The Manipur
Appropriation Bill, 2025 seeks to authorise payment and
appropriation of certain further sums from the Consolidated Fund
of Manipur for the services of 2024-25.

Initiating the discussion, Shaktisinh Gohil of Congress said political
differences must be set aside to ensure support to Manipur. He said that
60 thousand people have been displaced in the state. He said more funds
should be allocated for relocation and rehabilitation in the north-eastern
state.

BIP’s Dr Ajeet Madhavrao Gopchade said Manipur is a pollution free
state and the medicinal herbs found there can give a boost to the
economy. He said the Narendra Modi government wants to take the
handicraft and local products found in Manipur to the rest of the world.

CPI(M)’s Bikash Ranjan Bhattacharyya claimed that imposition of
President’s rule in Manipur is not good for democracy. He said the culture



of fraternity must be inculcated to bring back normalcy in Manipur.

Sushmita Dev of Trinamool Congress alleged that Manipur suffered
despite having a double engine government.

AAP’s Sanjay Singh said thousands of people have been
displaced in Manipur and criticised Centre for not allocating more
funds in the budget. He said Centre should give more support to
the people of the state.

Sulata Deo of BID said Manipur is an important and sensitive
state which cannot be ignored. She said Manipur is strategically
important as it is connected via land to countries like Myanmar.

RJID’s Manoj Kumar Jha stressed that it is necessary for
peace to prevail in Manipur for the development of the state.

The discussion is underway.

<>SUPARNA/ANAND/1909 HRS

GAURAV :: KAVITA EP-I
17.03.2025
CHHATTISGARH - MAOISTS

In Chhattisgarh, nineteen Maoists surrendered today in Bijapur
district. District Superintendent of Police Jitendra Kumar Yadav said that a
total reward of twenty-nine lakh rupees was announced for these Maoists.
All these Maoists have been given an incentive amount of twenty-five
thousand rupees each under the rehabilitation policy of the state
government.

Byte - SP (Audio file
is attached)
Meanwhile, a Maoist carrying a reward of one lakh rupees surrendered
before the police in Kondagaon district today. Besides, a joint team of
CRPF and district police force recovered a five-kg IED during a search
operation in the Malevahi area of Dantewada district. The IED was
deactivated on the spot.

<>VIKALP SHUKLA/

RAIPUR/MAIL/ 1948HRS



GAURAV EP-I
17.03.2025
COMMERCE-JITIN PRASADA

Minister of State for Commerce and Industry, Jitin Prasada, has
stated that India is a trusted partner for most European Union countries,
citing its transparent policies, vibrant democracy, and long-standing
relationships. Addressing the India-Europe Business Exchange Programme
in New Delhi today, the Minister emphasized that this exchange will pave
the way for greater synergies between India and the European Union,
unlocking new avenues for trade, investment, and strategic cooperation.
The Minister highlighted that India and Europe have the potential to create
a 21st-century trade framework that supports economic resilience,
sustainability, and digital transformation. The Minister further noted that
India boasts the third-largest startup ecosystem in the world, with nearly
1,50,000 startups and over 100 unicorns.

<><>BHANU/1954 HRS

GAURAV::KAVITA EP-I
17.03.2025
PM - GURUDWARA
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Prime Minister of New Zealand
Christopher Luxon today offered prayers at the Gurudwara Rakab Ganj in
the national capital.
<>ANUPAM MISHRA/2030 HRS

GAURAV::KAVITA EP-I
17.03.2025
PM - TRUTH SOCIAL
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has joined the social media platform
Truth Social. This is a medium that is frequently used by US President
Donald Trump. In his post, Mr. Modi said he is delighted to be on Truth
Social. The Prime Minister said he is looking forward to interacting with all



the passionate voices on the platform and engaging in meaningful
conversations in the times to come. In another post, Mr. Modi thanked US
President Donald Trump for sharing his podcast on Truth Social. The Prime
Minister said he has covered a wide range of topics, including his life
journey, India's civilizational outlook, global issues, and more. Earlier in the
day, President Trump had posted PM Modi's podcast with Lex Fridman on
his Truth Social platform.

<>ANUPAM MISHRA/2034 HRS



