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President

President Droupadi Murmu has said that India’s relations with Qatar are
steeped in history, spanning centuries, and that Qatar has been an integral
part of West Asia’s commercial and cultural linkages with India. Welcoming
the Amir of Qatar, Sheikh Tamim Bin Hamad Al Thani, at Rashtrapati
Bhavan last evening, the President emphasized that the multi-faceted
engagement and cooperation between the two countries are marked by a
deep sense of comfort and time-tested goodwill.

Delhi - BJP

Delhi BJP legislative party meeting will be held in New Delhi today. All
the newly elected BJP MLAs and the party's senior leaders will participate in



the deliberations. According to the party sources, the name of Delhi's next
Chief Minister is likely to be finalized during the meeting. The swearing-in
ceremony for the next Chief Minister is expected to be held tomorrow at
the Ramlila Maidan in the national capital. The BJP had won 48 out of 70
seats in the Delhi Assembly elections.

<><><>

Amit ShahJ & K

Union Home Minister Amit Shah has asked the administration in Jammu
and Kashmir to ensure the full implementation of the three new criminal
laws in the Union Territory by April this year. He said this while chairing a
review meeting on the implementation of the three new criminal laws in
Jammu and Kashmir, in the presence of Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha
and Chief Minister Omar Abdullah in New Delhi yesterday. Mr. Shah said
that optimum use of technology should be made to ensure speedy justice
under the three new criminal laws. Speaking to the media after the
meeting, Chief Minister Omar Abdullah said efforts will be made to raise
awareness among the people of Jammu and Kashmir about these new
laws.
[S/B- OMAR ABDULLAH - J&K LAWS ]

<><><>

India - Qatar

India and Qatar has agreed to elevate their bilateral relations to a Strategic
Partnership. An agreement in this regard was signed between the two
countries following delegation-level talks between Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and the Amir of Qatar, Sheikh Tamim Bin Hamad Al-Thani, in New
Delhi. Briefing the media in the National Capital last evening, Secretary in
the External Affairs Ministry, Arun Kumar Chatterjee, said, two agreements
and five MoUs were sighed between both the nations. He said the first
agreement is on the establishment of a bilateral strategic partnership. A
revised double taxation avoidance agreement was also signed between the
two countries.

SWATI DP-1 19.02.2025

PM-SHIVAJI MAHARA)J



The 395th birth anniversary of the great Maratha Warrior-King
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj is being observed today. Born on this day in
1630 at the Shivneri Fort in Pune district in Maharashtra, Chhatrapati
Shivaji laid the foundation of the Maratha Empire and challenged the
Mughal rule. He is widely admired for his progressive leadership, military
acumen, bravery, wisdom, and the relentless pursuit of Swarajya.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi paid homage to Chhatrapati Shivaji on
his Jayanti. In a social media post, Mr. Modi said, the valor and visionary
leadership of Chhatrapati Shivaji laid the foundation for Swarajya and
inspired generations to uphold the values of courage and justice. The
Prime Minister asserted that Shivaji Maharaj inspires the citizens in building
a strong, self-reliant, and prosperous nation.

<><><>PRIYA/1141 HRS
SWATI : PAWAN DP-1 19.02.2025
JAISHANKAR-SOUTH AFRICA

External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar will be on a two day visit to
South Africa from tomorrow to participate in the G20 Foreign Ministers’
Meeting in Johannesburg at the invitation of South Africa's Minister of
International Relations and Cooperation Ronald Lamola. External Affairs
Ministry said, Dr Jaishankar's participation in the Foreign Ministers’ Meeting
will strengthen India’s engagement with G20 countries and bolster the
voice of the Global South in this important forum. The External Affairs
Minister is expected to hold few bilateral meetings in the margins of the
Foreign Ministers’ Meeting.

<><><>ANUPAM MISHRA/MAIL/1104 HRS

MK::CR MP-I 19.02.2025
ECI-CEC CHARGE

Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar is set to assume his
charge at the Election Commission office in New Delhi today. His
appointment follows the conclusion of Rajiv Kumar's tenure as the head of
the election body yesterday. Gyanesh Kumar, a former IAS officer from the
1988 batch of the Kerala cadre, previously held the position of secretary in
the Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs. Additionally, Vivek Joshi, an IAS
officer from the 1989 batch of the Haryana cadre, was also designated as



the new Election Commissioner on 17th February.

<><>AMAN/0704HRS
MK MP-1I 19.02.2025
MAHAKUMBH-EXTENSION

The Uttar Pradesh government and Mahakumbh Mela authority have
dismissed rumours claiming the Prayagraj Mahakumbh has been extended
beyond the 26th of this month. Prayagraj District Magistrate Ravindra
Mandhad clarified that the rumour, circulating widely on social media, is
entirely false. Our correspondent has the details.

[VC - Adarsh/Abhishek - mail ]
"The Mahakumbh will conclude on its scheduled date on 26th

February. During the remaining days, arrangements are being
made for a smooth visit and to ensure that people return to their
destinations after taking a holy dip in the Sangam. District
Magistrate Mandhad said that the schedule of the Mahakumbh
fair is released according to the auspicious time and is decided in
advance. Mr Mandhad appealed to the devotees not to pay
attention to any kind of rumour. as there is no proposal from the
government and the district administration to extend the fair. He

added that traffic management is a high priority with work being
done to balance the movement of devotees without affecting the

everyday life in Prayagraj. The DM also clarified that no railway
station has been closed without prior notice. He added that since
the station is adjacent to the fair. the Prayaq Sangam Railway
station has been permanently closed to avoid large crowd
gathering. Meanwhile, all other stations in Prayagraj are
operational. With Abhishek Kapil, Adarsh for Akashvani News,

Prayagraj. "

<><>ADARSH/ABHISHEK/PRAYAGRAJ/MAIL/0118 HRS

MK::CR MP-I 19.02.2025
REV.MAHA- SHIV JAYANTI (V/C)

The Birth Anniversary of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj is being
celebrated everywhere in Maharashtra today.On this occasion, various
programs have been organized with full enthusiasm all over the



Maharashtra. A day long program is also organised at Fort Shivneri, a birth
place of Chatrpati Shivaji Maharaj. More from our correspondent -
(V/C-BHAVANA GOKHALE)

Maharashtra CM Shri Devendra Fadnvis will be present at
Shivneri fort at 9 in the morning and will participate in birth
celebration program of chatrapati Shivaji Maharaj. Thousands of
devotees across the state will be present on Shivneri for this
ceremony. On the eve of Shiv Jayanti, Deputy Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde celebrated Shiv Jayanti uttsav by garlanding the
statue of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj at Chembur in Mumbai
yesterday. On this occasion, Eknath Shinde has announced that a
new brand tall statue would soon be installed in Chembur to
replace this existing statue. He further said that the decision and
the action in this regard will take soon. As a part of shivjayanti
uttsav, yesterday night, a hundreds of followers of chatrpati
Shivaji Maharaj gathered at Ajinkyatara Fort in Satara district
which is known as the capital of the Maratha empire and lit

thousands of torches last night and brightened up the entire area.
Bhavana Gokhale, AIR news, Mumbai.

<><>Bhavana Gokhale/

Mumbai/ Mail/ 0812 hrs
MK MP-II 19/02/2025
TRUMP-UKRAINE

US President Donald Trump has criticized Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy calling him a poor negotiator and grossly
incompetent. His remarks came as tensions continued to rise over the US
administration’s direct talks with Russia about ending the almost three
years long war. Trump’s comments followed criticism that Ukraine and
European allies were excluded from negotiations between US and Russian
officials in Saudi Arabia. He claimed the talks were going very well and
dismissed Zelenskyy’s criticism over being left out. Trump suggested
Ukraine should have ended the war earlier. He also expressed interest in
pushing Ukraine to hold elections as part of a peace deal.
<><><>NEELAM/NET/0805HRS

SWATI : PAWAN DP-I 19.02.2025
SIKKIM-HEAVY SNOWFALL



In Sikkim, the India Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued a
forecast of dense fog in isolated pockets across the state today, along with
heavy snowfall in the higher altitudes. As a result, the route from Tsomgo
Lake to Nathula Pass and New Baba Mandir has been temporarily blocked
due to snow accumulation, causing significant disruptions for both tourists
and travelers. Meanwhile, access to the road from Third Mile to Tsomgo
Lake remains open. Authorities have advised travelers to exercise caution
and stay updated on weather conditions before embarking on their
journeys, as snowfall is expected to continue in the coming days.

DILLI RAM DULAL/GANGTOK/MAIL/1003 HRS



