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SANT :: LAXMI EP-1 12.02.2025
REV MEA BRIEFING

Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri today said Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and French President Emmanuel Macron exchanged views on recent
geopolitical developments in Europe, West Asia and Indo-Pacific during
their talks. Briefing media in Marseille, he said that the leaders discussed a
number of issues of global and regional importance.

(SB FOREIGN SECRETARY)

Mr Misri said the leaders travelled together to Marseille in the French
presidential aircraft, which is an exceptional gesture by President Macron.
He noted that it is emblematic not only of the deep personal trust between
the two leaders but also of the remarkable confidence that they have in
each other which characterizes the relationship as well. He added that
Prime Minister Modi and President Macron held discussions on board the
aircraft on several issues, which continued upon landing in Marseille, where
they were joined by their larger delegations. The Foreign Secretary said
Artificial Intelligence (AI) was a major area of bilateral discussion between
the two sides. The two sides agreed to observe next year as India France
Year of Innovation which will focus on tech, innovation, and Start Ups, he
added.

<>Suparna/Mail/1614 hrs

SANT :: LAXMI EP-1 12.02.2025
REV. PM-MARSEILLE

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and President of France, Emmanuel



Macron today jointly inaugurated the newly opened Consulate General of
India in Marseille. The inauguration of the Consulate General by Prime
Minister Modi and President Macron is a landmark in bilateral relations
between India and France. External Affairs Ministry said in a statement that
the presence of President Macron at the inauguration was a special gesture
and Prime Minister deeply appreciated it. Both leaders also jointly visited
the International Thermonuclear Experimental Reactor [ITER] in Cadarache
earlier today. The leaders were welcomed by Director General, ITER. This
was the first visit by any Head of State or Head of Government to ITER,
which is one of the most ambitious fusion energy projects in the world
today. During the visit, the leaders appreciated the progress of ITER,
including the assembly of the world’s largest Tokamak, where ultimately
500 MW of fusion power will be produced by creating, containing and
controlling burning plasma. The leaders also appreciated the dedication of
the ITER engineers and scientists working on the project. Both leaders also
visited the Mazargues War Cemetery in Marseille and paid tribute to the
Indian soldiers who lost their lives during World Wars I and II. They laid
wreaths to honour the sacrifices of the fallen. The Mazargues War
Cemetery preserves the history of valor and sacrifice of Indian soldiers who
fought for peace in Europe.

<><><>Suparna/Mail/1737 hrs.
SANT :: LAXMI EP-1 12.02.2025
REV. PM-MARSEILLE

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and President of France, Emmanuel
Macron today jointly inaugurated the newly opened Consulate General of
India in Marseille. The inauguration of the Consulate General by Prime
Minister Modi and President Macron is a landmark in bilateral relations
between India and France. External Affairs Ministry said in a statement that
the presence of President Macron at the inauguration was a special gesture
and Prime Minister deeply appreciated it. Both leaders also visited the
International Thermonuclear Experimental Reactor [ITER] in
Cadarache earlier today. The leaders were welcomed by Director
General, ITER. This was the first visit by any Head of State or Head of
Government to ITER, which is one of the most ambitious fusion energy
projects in the world today. During the visit, the leaders appreciated the



progress of ITER, including the assembly of the world’s largest Tokamak,
where ultimately 500 MW of fusion power will be produced by creating,
containing and controlling burning plasma. The leaders also appreciated
the dedication of the ITER engineers and scientists working on the project.
Both leaders also visited the Mazargues War Cemetery in Marseille and
paid tribute to the Indian soldiers who lost their lives during World Wars I
and II. They laid wreaths to honour the sacrifices of the fallen. The
Mazargues War Cemetery preserves the history of valor and sacrifice of
Indian soldiers who fought for peace in Europe.

<><><>Suparna/Mail/1737 hrs.

SANT :: KAVITA EP-I 12.02.2025
PM MACRON BILATERAL TALKS

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and French President Emmanuel
Macron discussed all aspects of the India-France strategic partnership and
reviewed cooperation in the strategic areas of Defence, Civil Nuclear
Energy and Space. During their bilateral talks yesterday, both leaders
reaffirmed their strong commitment to the India-France Strategic
Partnership. In a special gesture reflecting the personal rapport between
the two leaders, Prime Minister Modi and President Macron flew together
from Paris to Marseille in the French Presidential Aircraft yesterday. They
held discussions on the full spectrum of bilateral relations and key global
and regional issues. This was followed by delegation level talks after arrival
in Marseille.

Both leaders also discussed ways to strengthen collaboration in the
fields of Technology and Innovation. This area of partnership assumes
greater salience in the backdrop of the just concluded AI Action Summit
and the upcoming India-France Year of Innovation in 2026. The leaders
also called for enhancing trade and investment ties and in this regard
welcomed the report of the 14th India- France CEOs Forum.

Prime Minister and President Macron expressed satisfaction at the
ongoing collaboration in the fields of health, culture, tourism, education
and people-to-people ties. They committed to further deepen engagement
in the Indo-Pacific and in global forums and initiatives.

Our correspondent reports that a Joint Statement outlining the way
forward for India- France ties was adopted after the talks. Ten outcomes in
the areas of Technology and Innovation, Civil Nuclear Energy, Triangular



Cooperation, Environment, Culture and People to People relations were
also finalized.
<>SUPARNA/MAIL/1533 HRS

SB : SAPNA DP-I 12.02.2025
UNION BUDGET- SONOWAL

Union Minister for Ports, Shipping and Waterways, Sarbananda Sonowal
today said that India will become the third largest economy in the world by
2029. Addressing a press conference on Union Budget 2025-26 in Agartala,
Mr. Sonowal said that the policies and programmes adopted by the
government under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi have
raised the socio-economic standard of people in the country..

He said good governance has enabled people to live with dignity.

The Minister said first-time women entrepreneurs from the SC/ST
community will get loans up to two crore rupees.

He further said the credit guarantee under MSME has been hiked
from X5 crore to 10 crore, adding that the sector with 4.78 crore
registered units has provided jobs to 20 crore people.

Mr. Sonowal reiterated that salaried people earning 12 lakh rupees
per annum will not have to pay any tax as announced by Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman. He said this tax slab structure will benefit five crore 65
lakh people and will give maximum respite to the middle-class people.

He added that the consumption capacity of 3.3 lakh people has
increased and around 25 crore people have been alleviated from the
poverty line.

He said the North Eastern states are being driven to the development
pathway under the visionary leadership of PN Modi. The region, enriched
with agriculture and horticulture sees newer heights.

Budget provision for setting up of urea plant at Namrup in Assam
with 12.5 lakh MT production capacity will create employment and benefit
the region along with neighbourhood countries.

Also, states like Tripura are grasping the global market and also
having a space in the global market through exports of pineapple and other
horticultural produce, he said.

Mr Sonowal further remarked that with a big push given on the
Maritime sector in the budget, his Ministry can also ensure waterways
development of the Gomti River in Tripura.

<><>KUNAL SHINDE/AGARTALA/MAIL/1400 HRS



SANT EP-I 12.02.2025
VP-MALDIVES DELEGATION

A parliamentary delegation from the Maldives, led by the Speaker of
the Maldives People's Maijlis, Abdul Raheem Abdulla, called on Vice
President Jagdeep Dhankhar in New Delhi today. During the meeting,
discussions touched upon various aspects of the bilateral relationship
between India and the Maldives. Both sides also discussed parliamentary
exchanges and people-to-people contacts between the two nations.

<><>PALLAVI/1534 HRS

SANT :: LAXMI EP-1 12.02.2025
WB-AVIJIT MUKHERJEE CONGRESS

Avijit Mukherjee, son of Pranab Mukherjee, former President of India,
today joined Congress leaving Trinamool Congress. Senior leaders of the
Congress were present on the occasion. Avijit Mukherjee had joined
Trinamool Congress in 2021 after Mamata Banerjee came back as the
Chief Minister of West Bengal third time.

<><><>KALYAN LAHA/KOLKATA/Mail /1827 hrs.

SB DP-II 12.02.2025
AUS- CANCER RESEARCH

In Australia, the researchers have developed a new treatment for
deadly childhood cancer using engineered immune cells. The research
which published today, was led by a team from the University of
Queensland that developed a new therapeutic strategy for paediatric
sarcomas. Sarcomas are cancers that develop in the bones and soft
tissues, including muscles, fat, and blood vessels. In children, the tumours
tend to grow aggressively and spread throughout the body, making
treatment difficult. According to the new study, sarcomas account for 5-10
per cent of all childhood cancers but are responsible for more deaths than
brain cancer, skin cancer, leukaemia, and lymphoma. The new treatment
uses engineered immune cells also known as "killer cells. It has been
modified to recognise and respond to disease and to target and destroy



sarcoma tumours.
NEELAM/IANS/1350 HRS
SB DP-II 12.02.2025
DAY CRICKET - IND VS ENG
In Men's Cricket, match between India and England is underway at
the Narendra Modi Stadium in Ahmedabad. This is the final clash of the 3-
match ODI series. Sent to bat first, India were for
in overs. The hosts have already clinched the series with an
unassailable 2-0 lead and the Men in Blue will now aim to clean sweep the
series with a win in today's match. Team India has been in great form
through out the series, registering identical four-wicket wins in each of the
first two ODlIs.
NEELAM/NET/1400 HRS



