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PM SOUL

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the first edition of the SOUL
Leadership Conclave at the Bharat Mandapam in New Delhi tomorrow.



Bhutan Prime Minister Dasho Tshering Tobgay will deliver the keynote
address as the Guest of Honor. The two day SOUL Leadership Conclave will
serve as a premier platform where leaders from diverse domains like
politics, sports, arts and media, the spiritual world, public policy, business
and the social sector will share their inspiring life journeys.

MK MP-1 20.02.2025

JAISHANKAR - SOUTH AFRICA

External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar will begin a two-day visit to
Johannesburg, South Africa from today to participate in the G20 Foreign
Ministers’ Meeting (FMM). He is visiting at the invitation of Minister of
International Relations and Cooperation of South Africa, Ronald Lamola.
The External Affairs Minister's participation in the G20 FMM will strengthen
India’s engagement with G20 countries and bolster the voice of the Global
South in this important forum.

Dr Jaishankar is expected to hold a few bilateral meetings in the
margins of the Foreign Ministers’ Meeting.

<><>Suparna/cb/0509HRS
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AAP -REKHA GUPTA

Outgoing Delhi Chief Minster Atishi and AAP National Convenor
Arvind Kejriwal have congratulated BJP leader Rekha Gupta on being
elected as the new Chief Minister and expressed hope that she would fulfil
all promises made during the election campaign. Rekha will be the fourth
woman Chief Minister of Delhi after Sushma Swaraj, Sheila Dikshit and
Atishi.

The BJP has returned to power in Delhi after over 26 years, ending
the 10-year rule of the Arvind Kejriwal-led AAP.

SJA/CB//PTI/0440HR
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REV PUNJAB - POLICE DISMISSAL

The Punjab government has dismissed 52 police officials from service
for their involvement in corrupt practices. Disclosing in a press conference
at Chandigarh, today, Punjab Police Chief Gaurav Yadav said the dismissed
Police officials include One Inspector, Five Assistant Sub-Inspectors (ASIs),
Four head-constables (HCs) and 42 constables across various districts.

(DGP MR GAURAV YADAYV BYTE)The exercise followed directions from
the Chief Minister Bhagwant Singh Mann during a meeting a few days
back, to check corruption and misuse of power in the police
department. <>RAJESH BALI/ JALANDHAR/ MAIL/1955 HRS
GAURAYV :: LAXMI

EP-I 19.02.20
KARNATAKA-MUDA

The Karnataka Lokayukta police probing the MUDA site allotment case
against Chief Minister Siddaramaiah, his wife Parvathi, and others has
submitted an interim report to the High Court, saying that there is
insufficient evidence to prove the charges. Siddaramaiah’s brother-in-law,
Mallikarjuna Swamy, and the landowner, Devaraju, are other accused in
the case. The Lokayukta has submitted that the allegation of fraud cannot
be proved due to lack of evidence. However, the probe agency has said
that it will continue its investigation. The case is also probed by the
ED.<>Sudhindra/Bengaluru/MAIL/1923 hrs.
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ASIA ECONOMIC DIALOGUE

The 9th Asia Economic Dialogue is being organised from today in
Pune, Maharashtra. The Asia Economic Dialogue is External Affairs
Ministry's annual flagship "Track 1.5 Dialogue’ on Geoeconomics. The three-



day event is being co-hosted in collaboration with Pune International
Centre. The theme of the Dialogue is "Economic Resilience and Resurgence
in an Era of Fragmentation.” The Dialogue will explore key contemporary
topics in geo-economics, including Artificial Intelligence (AI) and
automation, economic imperatives of Cyber Security, and facets of Blue
Economy in Indian Ocean Region and beyond.

The meet also aims to address the complexities of economic
fragmentation and identify actionable pathways for resilience and
resurgence. Asia Economic Dialogue 2025 will bring together political
leaders and senior government officials, academicians, policymakers, and
industry experts from India and abroad for deliberations.
<><>Suparna/cb/0459HRS
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MORN. DELHI-CM

Mrs Rekha Gupta will take oath as the new Chief Minister of Delhi
today at the iconic Ramlila Maidan in New Delhi. She met Lieutenant
Governor Vinai Kumar Saxena at Raj Niwas and staked the claim to form
the new government after her name was announced for the post at the
Delhi BJP legislative party meeting last evening.

The Lieutenant Governor will administer the oath of office and
secrecy to Rekha Gupta at 12:35 this afternoon. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Home Minister Amit Shah and Defence Minister Rajnath Singh are
expected to attend the swearing-in ceremony. Chief ministers and deputy
chief Ministers of around 20 states have also been invited to the event.
Rekha Gupta has won the Shalimar Bagh seat in the Delhi assembly
elections. She began her political journey with ABVP at the Daulat Ram
College of Delhi University, in 1992. She became the President of the Delhi
University Students' Union. Rekha Gupta has also served as the General
Secretary of BJP Mahila Morcha in Delhi.

Delhi Police has issued a traffic advisory in anticipation of large
crowds during the oath-taking ceremony. To manage traffic during the
event, certain diversions and restrictions will be in place. <><><>

<><>Bhupendra/Suparnacb/0423HRS
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INDIA-ARGENTINA AGREEMENT

India and Argentina today signed a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) to strengthen cooperation in Lithium exploration and mining. The
agreement was signed during a meeting held by Coal and Mines Minister G.
Kishan Reddy with Governor of Catamarca, Argentina Raul Alejandro Jalil in
New Delhi today. During the meeting, the discussions focused on
expanding cooperation in the mining sector, particularly in lithium
exploration and investment opportunities.

The Secretary of the Ministry of Mines and senior officials of the
Ministry of Mines were also present in the meeting. Senior officials from
both sides engaged in discussions on policy frameworks, regulatory
aspects, and sustainable mining practices to ensure a mutually beneficial
partnership. Additionally, there was a strong emphasis on knowledge
exchange and infrastructure support to enhance India's engagement in
Argentina’s mining sector. With the signing of the MoU, India and
Argentina have reaffirmed their commitment to strengthening ties in the
critical minerals domain. This collaboration is expected to accelerate lithium
exploration projects, enhance resource security, and create new
opportunities for Indian companies in the Latin American mining landscape.

<><>PALLAVI/1835 HRS
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NATIONAL TECHNICAL TEXTILE MISSION

India’s National Technical Textile Mission is set to revolutionize the textile
industry with the production of advanced fabrics that are not only durable
and fire-resistant but also self-cleaning. Addressing the National Textile
Conference organized at the Technological Institute of Textiles and
Sciences in Bhiwani today, Mission Director Ashok Malhotra said, these
innovative materials will soon be manufactured on a large scale. Later,
talking to the media, Mr. Ashok Malhotra said that a budget of about one
and a half thousand crore rupees has been allocated for the production of
technical textiles.

Byte - Ashok-A



Mr. Malhotra said that under the National Technical Textile Mission, special
clothes used in bridge and road construction, the medical field, will now be
manufactured in India.

<>Ashwani Kumar Sharma/Chandigarh/MAIL/1911 hrs.

MK MP-11 20.02.2025
ICC-CHAMPIONS TROPHY

In Cricket, the ninth edition of ICC Champions Trophy kicked off with
a bang as New Zealand thrashed defending champions Pakistan by a
commanding 60 runs in Karachi last night. Opting to field after winning the
toss, Pakistan struggled to contain the Kiwis, who posted a formidable total
of 320 for 5 in their 50 overs. Tom Latham led the Kiwis with a brilliant
118, while Will Young made 107 runs. Glenn Phillips added a fiery 61 runs
off just 39 balls, propelling New Zealand to amass 113 runs in the final 10
overs.

In response, Pakistan were bundled out for 260 runs in 47.2 overs.
Babar Azam made 64 runs and and Khushdil Shah 69.

Skipper Mitchell Santner and William O'Rourke took three wickets
each to help New Zealand secure the win. Tom Latham was adjudged as
the player of the match. This also marked Pakistan's fourth consecutive
defeat to the Kiwis.

Indian team, led by Rohit Sharma, will take on Bangladesh at the
Dubai International Stadium this afternoon. The match will start at 2.30
PM, IST. <><><>
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