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PM - ASSAM

Prime Minister Narendra Modi said that even amidst an atmosphere of global
uncertainty all experts across the world are certain about India’s fast growth.
Addressing the inaugural session of the Advantage Assam 2.0 Investment and
Infrastructure Summit in Guwahati this afternoon, Prime Miniser Modi said that
the faith on India’s growth is because of its large youth population who are
getting skilled at a very fast pace and leading innovations. The Prime Minister
informed that his government is working on improvement of connectivity,
infrastructure and also strengthing the local supply chains in the North-East
region. Prime Minister Modi said that, Assam Government also created an
environment of ease of doing business and prepared best ever policies for
industries and has set a target of becoming a 1.5 billion economy by 2030.
Later in the day, Addressing the session on ‘Advancing Semiconductor Horizons in
Assam for Viksit Bharat,” Union Minister of Information & Broadcasting Ashwini
Vaishnaw said that Assam will be the growth engine of India as the government is
working on the ground for the development of this area. He also announced that
a state-of-the-art IT hub will be developed on the Railway Station land in
Guwahati. The Union Minister informed that the Centre has sanctioned two new
Amrit Bharat trains, one train coach manufacturing unit at the BTR area, and one
train engine rebuilding unit at Lumding.

SHUKLA MP-1
26.02.2025
KISAN CREDIT CARD

A total of over ten lakh crore rupees in loans has been given under
the Kisan Credit Card, benefitting seven crore 72 lakh farmers. The Kisan
Credit Card (KCC) is a banking product that provides farmers with timely
and affordable credit for purchasing agricultural inputs such as seeds,
fertilizers, and pesticides. The Union Finance Ministry said the government
provides an interest subvention of 1.5 percent to banks for providing short-



term agricultural loans through KCC up to three lakh at a concessional
interest rate of 7 percent per annum. The Ministry also stated that an
additional Prompt Repayment Incentive of 3 percent is provided to farmers
on timely repayment of loans, which effectively reduces the rate of interest
to 4 percent for farmers. It added that the amount under operative Kisan
Credit Card accounts has more than doubled from 4.26 lakh crore rupees in
2014 to over ten lakh crore rupees in December 2024.

CB/DIPENDRA/0431

SHUKLA MP-I
26.02.2024

MAHA KUMBH

The Maha Kumbh Mela 2025 will conclude today in Prayagraj on the
occasion of Maha Shivratri festival. Pilgrims from across the country have
been taking holy dip at Sangam and other ghats in Prayagraj since early
this morning. The Maha Kumbh Mela, which began on January 13, has
drawn over 64 crore visitors so far over six weeks, making it the largest
gathering of humanity in the world. Mahashivratri marks the divine union
of Lord Shiva and Goddess Parvati and holds profound significance in the
context of the Kumbh Mela.

Security personnel remained on high alert, closely monitoring the
swelling crowds at Mahakumbh Nagar and the various ghats. Railway
stations, roads, and entry points to the city witnessed a constant influx of
devotees. Authorities have enforced a "no vehicle zone" in the mela area
and Prayagraj besides implementing strict crowd control measures and
logistical support to facilitate a seamless culmination of Maha Kumbh 2025.

Various Sources/0412

SHUKLA MP-I

26.02.2025
VAISHNAW - RAILWAY STATION

Union Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw inspected the New Delhi
Railway Station yesterday, ahead of Maha Shivratri today. Talking to



reporters, Mr Vaishnaw said, special arrangements have been made at the
Railway Station for Maha Shivratri. He said, a holding area has been set up
outside the station where all passengers can come to collect their tickets.
The Minister said, after obtaining the ticket, the passengers will enter the
platform in an organised manner. Mr Vaishnaw said, special trains are also
being operated and two special trains have already departed for Prayagraj.
He added that additional trains will be run as needed based on the
requirements.
(Byte - Ashwini Vaishnaw)
https://x.com/PTI_News/status/1894430164265963735
CB/DIPENDRA/0344

SHUKLA MP-I 26.02.2025
RAILWAY - MAHASHIVRATRI

Railway is set to operate more than 350 trains from Prayagraj, Uttar
Pradesh for the Mahakumbh devotees on the occasion of Maha Shivaratri
today. The Railways Ministry said, special arrangements have been made
to run additional trains after the Maha Shivaratri Snan, and extra rakes
have been stationed near Prayagraj for use. It said, a large number of
pilgrims from various states, including Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Madhya
Pradesh, Jharkhand, Bengal, and others have gathered in Prayagraj to
bathe at the Sangam. The entire railway operation is being closely
monitored by Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw and the Chairman of the
Railway Board, Satish Kumar. The Ministry said, medical facilities were also
available at various stations.

CB/DIPENDRA/0340

GAURAV:HC EP-I
25.02.2025
PIYSUH GOYAL- MUMBAI

Union Minister for Commerce and Industry Piyush Goyal today said
that Vadhavan is going to be one of the world’s top ten ports. Addressing
the 12th Biennial International Conference on Ports, Shipping & Logistics:
Sustainable Logistics for Viksit Bharat in Mumbai, Union Minister Piyush
Goyal said that we have doubled our port capacity in the last ten years.
Stating that the government is looking at significant new investments in



the port sector, the Union Minister said that the development of ports has
brought down the turnaround time of ships in the last few years. The
Union Minister further said that India stands out as an oasis amidst the
global trade turmoil, hoping the country would continue to grow and
contribute towards the greater good of the world. He pointed out the
maritime trade and logistics sector as the backbone for a Viksit Bharat.
<><>

PRARTHANA,
MUMBAI, MAIL, 2052 HRS
SJA NP-I
25.02.2025
MANDAVIYA EPFO

Union Minister Dr Mansukh Mandaviya today interacted with newly
inducted Assistant Provident Fund Commissioners of Employees Provident
Fund Organisation (EPFO). During the event, Dr Mandaviya also unveiled
the new Logo of Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya National Academy of Social
Security of EPFO. Addressing the newly appointed commissioners, the
Union Minister commended their hard work and perseverance, emphasizing
that these qualities had led them to this milestone and should be upheld
throughout their careers. He also highlighted the key attributes of success-
commitment, dedication, integrity, creativity, and adherence to strong
values and ethos.

BHANU/2307 HRS

SHUKLA MP-I1 26.02.2025
CRICKET- ICC CHAMPIONS TROPHY

In the ICC Men's Champions Trophy cricket, England will face
Afghanistan in a crucial Group B encounter at the Gaddafi Stadium in
Lahore, Pakistan, this afternoon. The match is scheduled to begin at 2:30
PM IST. The highly anticipated clash is a do-or-die contest, as the losing
team will be eliminated from the tournament. Both, England and
Afghanistan lost their opening matches and sit at the bottom of Group B
without any points. England suffered a five-wicket loss to Australia, while
Afghanistan was comprehensively beaten by South Africa by 107 runs.



Earlier last night, the match between Australia and South Africa in
Rawalpindi was abandoned without a ball being bowled due to continuous
rain. Both teams were awarded one point each, bringing their total to three
points. However, South Africa leads the points table due to a superior net
run rate.

VISHNU/NET/0447
SHUKLA MP-I 26.02.2025
AMIT SHAH - TN VISIT

Union Home Minister Amit Shah arrived in Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu
last night. He was welcomed by Union Minister of State Dr. L. Murugan and
other BJP leaders of the state. Mr Shah will inaugurate the BJP office in
Coimbatore today. He will also participate in the Shivaratri celebrations at
ISHA Centre near Coimbatore tonight.

CB/JOY/CHENNAI/MAIL/0423

SHUKLA MP-I
26.02.2025
HM- SEED REVIEW MEETING

Union Home and Cooperation Minister Amit Shah chaired a review
meeting regarding traditional and sweet seeds of the Bharatiya Beej
Sahkari Samiti Limited (BBSSL) in New Delhi yesterday. During the
meeting, Mr. Shah said, BBSSL is making continuous efforts to conserve
and promote traditional seeds. He also directed to ensure organic
production of some selected traditional seeds from different regions of the
country and their wide availability in the market from Kharif-2025.

In the meeting, Mr. Shah emphasized on preparing a comprehensive
database of all traditional seeds of fruits, vegetables and food grains across
the country and implementing a comprehensive action plan for their
conservation and promotion.

CB/RAHISUDDIEN/0418

SHUKLA::JAIRAJ MP-I
26.02.2024

TELANGANA - TUNNEL
In Telangana, 11 agencies besides camera-mounted drones capable



of flying in tight spaces, sonar, and portable camera robots are among the
devices deployed at the Srisailam Left Bank Canal (SLBC) tunnel in
Nagarkurnool district. Deputy Chief Minister Bhatti Mallu Vikramarka
informed that the state government will not give up until the eight men
trapped inside are found. A portion of the tunnel collapsed, trapping the
eight persons inside the tunnel and rescue teams have managed to cover a
large part of the tunnel up to 13.79 km of the 13.85 km and facing severe
challenges due to a mix of water and slush at the collapse site.
The Deputy Chief Minister visited the spot yesterday and after a review
meeting with rescue teams said, they will not spare any effort to locate the
eight persons. He said numerous experts from across the country are
already at the site and the government is in touch with international
experts who have experience in this kind of situation. Irrigation Minister N
Uttam Kumar Reddy informed that 11 national and state agencies are now
engaged in the operation. These include the Indian Army, Navy, Marcos
Commandos, National Disaster Response Force, State Disaster Response
Force, Geological Survey of India and the National Geophysical Research
Institute (NGRI) besides private agencies like Navayuga and L&T tunnel.

M S LAKSHMI/HYDERABAD/MAIL/0646



