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President Droupadi Murmu
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ASSAM - ASSEMBLY SESSION
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Jaishankar

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar and Israeli Foreign Minister Gideon
Sa’‘ar discussed U.S. President Donald Trump’s vision of connecting Asia,
Europe, and the United States through Israel. A statement from the Israeli
Foreign Minister’s office said that Dr. Jaishankar and Minister Sa’ar met on
the sidelines of the Munich Security Conference last night. The two
leaders also addressed challenges posed by attacks on trade routes by the
Houthis and Iran Earlier, during a joint press conference with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on Thursday, President Trump announced that the
U.S. and India have agreed to work together to build “one of the greatest
trade routes in all of history.” According to Trump, this route will run from
India to Israel, then to Italy, and onward to the United States, connecting
partner nations through ports, railways, and undersea cables. Dr. S.
Jaishankar also met Norwegian Finance Minister and incoming Chair of the
Munich Security Conference, Jens Stoltenberg, in Munich yesterday. They
had a productive exchange on the evolving global security architecture. He
also met Argentina’s Foreign and Trade Minister Gerardo Werthein on the
sidelines of the Conference. In a social media post, the External Affairs
Minister stated that they discussed expanding India-Argentina trade and
investment, while also sharing perspectives on global affairs.Dr. Jaishankar
met Denmark’s Foreign Minister Lars Lgkke Rasmussen to discuss the
complex challenges of European security. He also held meetings with



Romanian Foreign Minister Emil Hurezeanu, Austrian Foreign Minister
Alexander Schallenberg, and Mongolian Foreign Minister Battsetseg
Batmunkh yesterday.

President - Aadi Mahotsav

President Droupadi Murmu inaugurated the Aadi Mahotsav 2025 in New
Delhi on Sunday. Addressing the gathering, President Murmu said the
traditions and way of living of tribal people in the country enrich the culture
of the nation. She said allocation for tribal welfare has increased three fold
in this year’s Budget. She said the country will become developed only if
the tribal societies are uplifted. Aadi Mahotsav aims to celebrate and
showcase the vibrant culture, heritage, and economic potential of India’s
tribal communities. The festival will bring together over 600 tribal artisans,
500 performing artists, and 25 tribal food stalls, representing the diverse
traditions of more than 30 states and Union Territories.

US Defence Secretary

US Defence Secretary Marco Rubio will meet Russian officials in Saudi
Arabia for talks on ending the war in Ukraine. This has sparked fears in
Europe of them being sidelined. In response, French President Emmanuel
Macron has called an emergency summit in Paris tomorrow with European
leaders, including UK Prime Minister Sir Keir Starmer. The US-Russia talks
follow a recent call between US President Donald Trump and Russian
President Vladimir Putin. Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky, not
invited to the talks, insists Ukraine will reject any peace deal made without
its involvement.

Prime Minister



Prime Minister Narendra Modi said that India’s cultural diversity is reflected
in the textiles originating from different parts of the country. Addressing
the gathering at the Bharat Tex 2025 at Bharat Mandapam in New Delhi on

Sunday, Mr Modi said the vision of Farm, Fibre, Fabric, Fashion and Foreign
has become a mission which is expanding areas of growth of India. He said
India is the sixth largest textile and apparel exporter today. He said India’s
exports in the textiles sector is currently three lakh crore rupees and the
target is to reach nine lakh crore rupees by 2030. The Prime Minister also

visited the exhibition area and interacted with the exhibitors. Bharat Tex
2025, a major global event, is being held from February 14th to 17th. The

event brings together the entire textile value chain, from raw materials to
finished products, including accessories, under one roof. Bharat Tex
platform is the textile industry’s largest and most comprehensive event
comprising @a mega expo, spread across two venues, and showcasing the
entire textile ecosystem.

President Droupadi Murmu

President Droupadi Murmu witnessed the inaugural show of the Change of
Guard Ceremony in new format this morning at the Forecourt of
Rashtrapati Bhavan. The ceremony will be open to larger number of
visitors from Saturday 22nd February in which people can witness a

dynamic visual and musical performance, with the backdrop of the
Rashtrapati Bhavan. Military drills by troops and horses of the President’s
Bodyguard and the troops of the Ceremonial Guard Battalion along with
the Ceremonial Military Brass Band spread over a larger area will be part of
the new format. Visitors can reserve their slots at the portal
https://visit.rashtrapatibhavan.gov.in




SINGHAL::CR DP-1
16.02.2025
ASSAM - ASSEMBLY SESSION

In Assam, a session of the legislative assembly will be held outside
Guwabhati for the first time, with Kokrajhar hosting the inaugural sitting of
the Budget session tomorrow. Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma said
that it symbolises the return of peace in the state and integration of all
people. He said, the Governor's speech, customarily delivered on the first
day of the Budget session, will be a major highlight of the sitting. The
remaining of the Budget session will be held at the permanent assembly
building in Guwahati. The session will continue till 25th March.

PTI/1311 hrs

SINGHAL DP-I 16.02.2025
REV DAY DELHI RS - STAMPEDE

Railways today announced that Principal Chief Commercial
Manager Narsingh Deo and Principal Chief Security Commissioner
Pankaj Gangwar will be part of the inquiry committee constituted
to probe the stampede at the New Delhi Railway station. The
committee, which has commenced it inquiry, gave orders to
secure all video footage of the New Delhi Railway Station.

Delhi Police have also launched an investigation into the incident,
saying it will analyse CCTV footage to determine the sequence of events
before the chaos erupted.

Northern Railways have announced a compensation of 10 lakh rupees
to the families of the deceased, while those who sustained serious injuries
will be compensated with 2.5 lakh rupees. Individuals with minor injuries
will receive one lakh rupees.

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar also announced ex gratia of 2 lakh
rupees each to the kin of the deceased, and 50,000 rupees for the injured
hailing from the state.

Meanwhile, the number of deceased at the last night stampede at the
New Delhi railway station has gone up to 18 as per agency reports. These
include 11 women and five children. Several people are also reported



injured. Officials said that the stampede was preceded by a swell in crowd
of passengers waiting to board trains to Prayagraj.

The LNJP hospital, where the treatment of the injured is underway,
has two helpline numbers: 9873617028 and 011-23501207.

The President, the Prime Minister, and the ministers for Railways,
Home and Defence have expressed grief over the incident.

<><><> PTI/CB/1226 HRS
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UTTARAKHAND-CHAMOLI

In Uttarakhand, tourists visiting the India-Tibet border areas in
Chamoli can now easily obtain an online Inner Line Permit. The district
administration has launched pass(dot)chamoli(dot)org, wherein travelers
can apply for passes online without hassle to visit sites like Mana pass,
Rimkhim Pass and Niti Pass.

Earlier, visitors had to apply offline for access to these key places
known for their natural beauty and religious significance. With this new
system, the application process has been simplified.

District Magistrate Sandeep Tiwari stated that after applying, tourists
will receive approval based on clearance from local police and the health
department. The portal also provides real-time weather and road condition
updates, helping travelers plan better. This initiative will not only promote
tourism but also streamline administrative procedures, ensuring a
convenient experience for visitors.

SAKSHI SINGH/ DEHRADUN/ MAIL/ 1010
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16.02.2025
REV MUMBALI - FIRE

In Mumbai, two women were killed and two were injured due
to suffocation after a fire broke out in an 11-floor building this morning.
The blaze erupted at Panna Ali Mansion building, located in Masjid Bandar



area in south Mumbai. The injured were rushed to the government-run J ]
Hospital and their condition was reported to be stable. The blaze has since
been doused. The cause of the fire is being ascertained.

C PRARTHNA/ MUMBAI/ MAIL/ 1220

SANJIO : PAWAN EP-1 16.02.2025
GUJ-LOCAL BODY POLLS

Polling for local body elections in Gujarat today is going on in a
peaceful atmosphere. The Election Commission has also made special
arrangements at the polling stations. We have a report.

(V/C - PRAVESH ADIACHA)

"Voting for the elections to various local bodies is going on
peacefully in Gujarat today. Voting began at 7 am and will
continue till 6 pm. While the counting of votes will be held on
Tuesday. 13.81 percent voting has been reported till 11 am for the
elections to Junagadh Municipal Corporation. According to the
figures released by the State Election Commission so far, 20
percent voting has been done in 66 municipalities. In addition,
voting is being done enthusiastically for the mid-term and by-
elections of 3 taluka panchayats, as well as various local bodies.
Long queues of voters were seen at the polling stations since
morning.. The state election system has also made special
arrangements for the elderly and disabled voters. As a result the
enthusiasm for voting is being seen among the voters. A total of
5084 candidates are contesting the elections to local bodies. 170
Out of the 2178 local body seats held today, 213 seats have
already been declared uncontested. To ensure a smooth and
peaceful voting process, tight security arrangements have been
made. Over 10,000 police personnel have been deployed across

the region to maintain law and order during the elections.
PRAVESH ADIACHA, AKASHVANI NEWS, AHMEDABAD. "
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