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CRICKET: IND vs ENG ODI

Indian cricket team will face England in the opening match of the three-match ODI
series at the Vidarbha Cricket Association Stadium in Nagpur tomorrow. The
match is scheduled to begin at 1:30 PM Indian Time. India recently secured an
emphatic 4-1 victory in the five-match T20 International series against visiting
English team. The opening ODI will mark the return of Indian batting stars Virat
Kohli and Rohit Sharma, with Varun Chakravarthy also added to the squad for
series. Rohit Sharma led Indian team will play their second match against visitors
in Cuttack on upcoming Sunday. The third and final ODI will be played at the
Narendra Modi Stadium in Ahmedabad on 12th of this month.

NT. VOTER TURNOUT

Voting for the 70-member Delhi Assembly concluded peacefully today, with
a voter turnout of approximately 60.42 percent. The highest turnout of 66.25



percent was recorded in the North East Delhi district, while South East Delhi saw
the lowest at 56.16 percent.

About 67.97 per cent voter turnout was recorded in Erode-East and
approximately 65.35 percent in Milkipur.

BRAND NEW EVE VOTER TURNOUT

Voting for 70 member Delhi assembly ended peacefully today, with
nearly 58 percent voter turnout till 5 PM. The highest poll percentage of around
64 was recorded in North East Delhi district whileSouth East district recorded the
lowest voter percentage of around 54 percent. In Shahdara district, poll
percentage of over 61 percent was recorded. Nearly 58 percentvoter turnout was
registered in North Delhi and over 58 percent in North West. Prominent leaders
whose fate was sealed in the EVMs today include Arvind Kejriwal, Atishi, Manish
Sisodia of Aam Aadmi Party, and Parvesh Verma, Vijender Gupta, Arvinder Singh
Lovely, and Ramesh Bidhuri of BJP. From Congress side, Devendra Yadav, Sandeep
Dixit, and Alka Lamba were the prominent faces in this election. A total of 699
candidates were in the fray.

Election Commission had made elaborate security arrangements to ensure free
and fair polls in the national capital. Several arrangements and faciulities were
provided at polling booths to ensure hassle free voting. Chief Election
Commissioner Rajiv Kumar along with Election Commissioners Gyanesh Kumar
and Dr. Sukhbir Singh Sandhu maintained a thorough and exhaustive oversight of
theelections to ensure seamless, smooth and peaceful elections. A total of 13
thousand 766 polling stations including 733 auxiliary polling stations were set up.
All the polling stations were under live webcasting surveillance for strict watch on
the poll proceedings. Assured minimum facilities including ramps, sufficient
lighting, wheelchairs, toilets and volunteers for elderly and PwD voters were
provided at all polling stations. All necessary facilities were put in place with
special consideration for both slums, JJ clusters as well as urban centres. A zero
tolerance approach was adopted towards the use of money power in the
elections. Enforcement agencies have made seizures worth around 236 crore
rupees since the announcement of the Delhi elections on 7th January. The



counting will take place on Saturday. Meanhwile, voting for bye-polls was also
held in Erode-East assembly seat in Tamil Nadu and Milkipur in Uttar Pradesh. Till
5 PM, over 64.02 per cent voter turnout was recorded in Erode-East and around
65.25 percent in Milkipur.

REV. TRIPURA-AMIT SHAH-EMPLOYMENT

Home Minister Amit Shah today emphasised that the entire Northeast is now on
the path of development under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
He was addressesing the distribution program of over 2800 appointment letters in
Tripura government through video conference. He highlighted that the Tripura
government is providing jobs with complete transparency, without any
discrimination, recommendation, or corruption. The Home Minister highlighted
that in the last 10 years, Narendra Modi government has made three agreements
in Tripura to bring peace to the state. He said armed groups in Tripura have been
eliminated, surrendered and joined the mainstream. He also said that the Modi
government has brought a positive change in the lives of the Bru-Reang people by
providing them with permanent residency, education, healthcare, and job
opportunities Mr Shah stated that Tripura has moved ahead on the path of
participation instead of distraction, speed instead of obstruction, and welfare
instead of delay. He added that the policies of the Narendra Modi government
have transformed Tripura from a landlocked state to a land-linked state.

TRUMP CONDEMNATION

Palestinian leaders, along with regional leaders from countries such as Egypt,
Jordan, and Saudi Arabia, have rejected US President Donald Trump's recent
proposal to have the United States "take over" the Gaza Strip, calling it a violation
of Palestinian rights and international law. Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas
emphasized that legitimate Palestinian rights are non-negotiable and that the
proposal will constitute a serious violation of international law. It comes two
weeks after the start of a fragile ceasefire in Gaza, during which Hamas has
released some Israeli hostages in exchange for Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails.
Earlier, Mr. Trump's proposal was to have the United States "take over" the Gaza
Strip and resettle its Palestinian residents.



PIB FACT CHECK

Fact Check Unit of PIB today said that the claim that Indian migrants were
deported from the US with hands and legs cuffed with chains is fake. In a social
media post, PIB Fact Check said that a fake image is being shared on social media
by many accounts with a claim that illegal Indian migrants have been handcuffed
and their legs chained while being deported. It said the image in these posts
shows those deported to Guatemala.

SRI LANKA-BHARAT RANG MAHOTSAV

Colombo is set to host Bharat Rang Mahotsav (BRM) for the first time as the
International Theatre Festival of India marks its Silver Jubilee. Organized by the
National School of Drama (NSD), the festival will run from Thursday through
Sunday, at Tower Hall Theatre and Panibharatha Theatre in Colombo. The Swami
Vivekananda Cultural Centre, in collaboration with the Visual and Performing Arts
University, is hosting the event. Bharat Rang Mahotsav also called Bharangam,
spans 13 cities in India, Sri Lanka, and Nepal from January 28 to February 16, this
year. Themed "One Expression, Supreme Creation," it will feature over 200
productions from nine countries, including Russia, Italy, and Spain. Colombo’s
lineup includes Tajmahal Ka Tender and Babuiji in Hindi, along with Sinhala plays
Romeo and Juliet and Sindu Kirilli-2. A 22-member NSD team from New Delhi will
perform during the festival at Colombo.

MAHAKUMBH - LOST AND FOUND CENTRE

The Digital Lost and Found centres in Mahakumbh, Prayagraj is reuniting
thousands of devotees, especially women and children, with their families. Our
Correspondent reports that ten digital lost and found centres have been set up in
the mela area to reunite lost devotees with their loved ones. More than 13
thousand separated people have been successfully reunited with their families, of
which 64 per cent were women



DEEPSEEK-SOUTH KOREA

The South Korean foreign and trade ministries blocked access to the Chinese
artificial intelligence tool DeepSeek on ministry computers connected to external
networks. The move is viewed as part of the government's efforts to proactively
address concerns that important government data could be compromised while
officials use generative Al services. The Ministry of the Interior and Safety also
sent a letter to government agencies, urging caution when using Al services like
DeepSeek and ChatGPT. The letter emphasized the importance of not sharing
personal details and refraining from blindly trusting the outcomes provided by
these services. Some tech companies in South Korea have also implemented
similar policies, prohibiting the use of DeepSeek for business purposes. DeepSeek,
a Chinese Al app, has been facing increasing scrutiny worldwide. Dutch authorities
recently launched an investigation into its privacy policies, questioning how the
app handles users' personal data. Similar restrictions have also been imposed in
other countries.
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JAISHANKAR SCO

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar met SCO Secretary-General
Nurlan Yermekbayev in Delhi this evening. Dr Jaishankar congratulated him
on assuming this new responsibility. In a social media post, the External
Affairs Minister said they discussed India’s work in SCO and building of
SECURE SCO.
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GREECE FM VISIT

Foreign Affairs Minister of Greece, George Gerapetritis arrived in
Delhi today on a four day visit to India. During the visit, Mr Gerapetritis
will hold a meeting with External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar. His visit
will further strengthen India-Greece ties and enhance growing strategic
partnership between the two countries.
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FRANCE-NO CONFIDENCE VOTE
France's government survived a no-confidence vote on Wednesday in
parliament, clearing the way for the adoption of the 2025 budget.

Earlier Prime Minister Francois Bayrou had invoked special
constitutional powers to secure approval of the budget bill without a vote
by lawmakers, which led to the no-confidence motion.

Only 128 lawmakers voted in favour of the motion, far short of the
289 votes, half of the National Assembly's seats, required it to pass.

Earlier, Both Socialist and far-right National Rally lawmakers had
announced not to support the motion.

Under France's Constitution, the motion's failure automatically enacts
the 2025 budget into law.
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