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SWATI DP-1 02.02.2025
PREZ-PM BASANT PANCHAMI

President Droupadi Murmu and Prime Minister Narendra Modi today
extended greetings to the nation on the occasion of Basant Panchami and
Saraswati Puja. In a message shared on social media, President Murmu
wished that this joyous occasion, which is associated with education and



knowledge, brings happiness, prosperity, and wisdom to all citizens of the
country. Emphasizing the significance of the day, the President prayed for
India to be established as the knowledge center of the world. In a social
media post, Prime Minister Modi also extended greetings on the occasion.

<><>AKSHIT/PALLAVI/1000 HRS

SINGHAL DP-1 02.02.2025
GUJARAT - ACCIDENT

In Gujarat, five persons including two women and three men were
killed after a private bus carrying pilgrims fell into a deep gorge in Dang
district early morning today. 17 grievously injured have been rushed to a
civil hospital at Ahwa. The bus, carrying 48 pilgrims, broke the crash
barrier and fell at a depth of about 35 feet into the gorge. The bus was
carrying pilgrims from Trimbakeshwar in Maharashtra to Dwarka in Gujarat
when the accident took place. The pilgrims were from Guna, Shivpuri and
Ashok Nagar districts of Madhya Pradesh.

Net/1107 HRS

SINGHAL DP-1 02.02.2025
DELHI-CAMPAIGN

In Delhi, with two days left for campaigning for Assembly elections,
political parties are ramping up efforts to attract the voters. Prominent
leaders from Aam Aadmi Party, BJP and Congress are holding back-to-back
rallies and road shows to garner support for their candidates.

Senior BJP leader and Prime Minister Narendra Modi will address a
public meeting in RK Puram this afternoon. Party leader and Union Minister
Rajnath Singh will hold rallies in Rajinder Nagar, Chandni Chowk, and
Laxmi Nagar. Aam Aadmi Party senior leader and Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann will hold roadshows in different parts of Delhi in support of
party candidates. Senior party leader Sanjay Singh is also scheduled to
address public meetings in various parts of Delhi.

Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge will also address a public
meeting in the Mustafabad constituency. Senior Congress leaders Rahul



Gandhi and Priyanka Gandhi will hold rallies in different constituencies of
the national capital.

Elections for the 70-member Delhi Assembly will be held on
Wednesday, and the counting of votes will take place on the 8th of this
month.

<><>AKSHIT/PALLAVI/1011 HRS
SWATI MP-I 02.02.2025
DEFENSE AND RAILWAYS BUDGET

The government has projected capital expenditure target of 11.21
lakh crore rupees in the Union Budget for the financial year 2025-26
reinforcing its commitment to infrastructure-driven growth. The
government has allocated considerable budgetary allocation for defense
and railways. A record 6 lakh 81 thousands crore rupees have been
allocated in this union budget for defense, which is an increase of 9.53 per
cent from the current financial year.

Railways and Information and Broadcasting Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said that the Union Budget 2025 has laid the roadmap for Viksit
Bharat. Talking to media, Mr Vaishnaw, said that the capital expenditure
for railways is huge, with a Gross Budgetary Support of over 2.52 lakh
crores. He added that that railway has been expanding its network, getting
better types of trains and simultaneously focusing on safety.

Byte - (S/B ASHWINI VAISHNAW )
https://x.com/ANI/status/1885653123999662114 )
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SWATI MP-I 02.02.2025

BUDGET-REACTIONS

The Union Budget 2025-26, presented by Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, has received a positive response across various sectors, with
businesses, industry experts, economists, and the common people praising

the government's proposals for tax relief to middle class, fostering
innovation, and promoting skills development.



The Union Budget was tabled in the Lok Sabha by Finance Minister
Sitharaman yesterday. In a major relief to the middle class, the Finance
Minister announced income tax exemption for people earning upto 12 lakh
rupees per annum. Adding the standard deduction of 75 thousand rupees
for salaried class, the income of 12 lakh 75 thousand per annum will not be
taxed. Ms. Sitharaman also introduced new Income-Tax slabs in new
regime of taxation. Several other measures were announced to boost
higher education, skill development and innovation.

SBI Chairman CS Setty said, the Union Budget reaffirmed India as an
innovation and knowledge-centric economy with a slew of reforms across
agriculture, MSME, export centricity, education and healthcare, and
balancing skills and AI .

Talking exclusively to Akashvani News, Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI) President Harsha Vardhan
Agarwal said, the budget proposals will re-energise the economy by lifting
the sentiments of the middle class and nudging the private sector to
advance its investment plans as demand improves across sectors.

[BYTE HARSHA VARDHAN]

Mr Agarwal said that the continuation in the CAPEX is a good sign. He
said initiatives in the area of footwear, leather sector and tourism will help
in boosting employment

The budget was also hailed by the economists in North Eastern part
of the country. Head of the Department of Economics in Assam Central
University, Prof Rittik Majumdar termed the budget as pro-middle class.
Prof. Majumdar also lauded the tax relief provided to lower income
taxpayers.

(Sound Bite of Prof R
Majumdar attached):

Leading automotive industry associations described Union
Budget as progressive and growth-oriented,with potential to boost vehicle
sales through increased consumer spending and manufacturing support.

The Automotive Component Manufacturers Association (ACMA) and
Federation of Automobile Dealers Associations (FADA) both emphasized the
benefits of the budget's focus on middle-class tax relief, rural prosperity,
and manufacturing sector support for the automotive sector.

Gems and jewellery industry has welcomed the government's
move to reduce the basic customs duty on platinum findings and slashing



of jewellery duty in the Union Budget 2025-26.

CB/0727 HRS

SWATI MP-11 02.02.2025

ISRAEL-NEW CHIEF OF STAFF

Israel Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has appointed Major
General Eyal Zamir as the new Chief of Staff of the Israel Defense Forces
(IDF). Zamir, who will take office on 6th of March, replaces Lt Gen Herzi
Halevi following his resignation last month. Halevi stepped down last
month, taking responsibility for the failure to prevent the 7th October,
2023 attack on Israel. With this announcement, Zamir has become the
24th Chief of Staff of IDF.

<><><> VISHNU/NET/0733 HRS

SWATI MP-II 02.02.2025

CHESS

In chess, Indian Grandmaster R. Praggnanandhaa defeated Alexey
Sarana of Serbia, while World Champion, Dommaraju Gukesh, was held to
a draw by Jorden van Foreest of the Netherlands at the Tata Steel Masters
in the Netherlands yesterday.

Praggnanandhaa notched up his third consecutive victory, bringing
his tally to an impressive 8.5 points after the 12th and penultimate round.
While, Gukesh, who was the sole leader going into the 11th round with a
half-point lead over Praggnanandhaa and Uzbekistan's Nodirbek
Abdusattarov, now shares the lead with Praggnanandhaa after his draw.
On the other hand, Abdusattarov's hopes of claiming the top spot were
dashed after losing to another Indian Grandmaster, Arjun Erigaisi. With one
round left in the tournament, Praggnanandhaa and Gukesh are the sole
contenders for the title. <><><>

VISHNU/NET/PTI/0741 HRS
SINGHAL DP-II 02.02.2025
BCCI NAMAN AWARDS 2025

Veteran Indian Cricketer and Bharat Ratna Sachin Tendulkar has
been honoured with the Col. C.K. Nayudu Lifetime Achievement Award by
the Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) at Naman Awards 2025 in



Mumbai yesterday. Mr Tendulkar was honoured by ICC Chair Jay Shah for
his unparalleled contributions to Indian cricket over two decades.

Other awardees include India’s bowling spearhead Jasprit Bumrah,
who received the prestigious Polly Umrigar Award for Best International
Cricketer (Men) for his stellar performances in 2024. Indian Women Team's
vice-captain Smriti Mandhana won the Best International Cricketer Award
(Women) for the fourth time. The Mumbai Cricket Association received the
award for Best Performance in BCCI Domestic Tournaments of 2023-24.
BCCI also felicitated R. Ashwin, who announced his international retirement
after the third Test of the Border-Gavaskar Trophy.

CHIRAG/NET/1025 HRS

ISRAEL-HAMAS HOSTAGE RELEASE

In a major development, the Egyptian side of the Rafah crossing in Gaza
strip yesterday received eight Palestinian prisoners set for deportation after
being released by Israel as part of the ongoing ceasefire deal with armed
group Hamas. According to sources, the released Palestinians will be
deported to Turkiye, Qatar, Algeria, and Tunisia, after being transferred to
Cairo. The source further said that Egypt would serve as a transit point for
these released Palestinian prisoners until their departure to other countries.
Earlier yesterday, Hamas handed three hostages over to the Red Cross in
the southern Gaza Strip as part of its ceasefire deal with Israel. Since the
ceasefire started on 19th of last month, Hamas has released 18 hostages so

far, including Israeli citizens and foreign nationals. In exchange, Israel has
freed hundreds of Palestinian prisoners

DEFENSE AND RAILWAYS BUDGET

The government has projected capital expenditure target of 11.21 lakh
crore rupees in the Union Budget for the financial year 2025-26 reinforcing

its commitment to infrastructure-driven growth. The government has
allocated considerable budgetary allocation for defense and railways. A

record 6 lakh 81 thousands crore rupees have been allocated in this union

budget for defense, which is an increase of 9.53 per cent from the current

financial year. Railways and Information and Broadcasting Minister Ashwini



Vaishnaw said that the Union Budget 2025 has laid the roadmap for Viksit

Bharat. Talking to media, Mr Vaishnaw, said that the capital expenditure
for railways is huge, with a Gross Budgetary Support of over 2.52 lakh

crores. He added that that railway has been expanding its network, getting
better types of trains and simultaneously focusing on safety.
Byte - (S/B ASHWINI VAISHNAW )

SITHARAMAN-BUDGET

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has said that the Union Budget
focuses on agriculture, rural prosperity, urban development, and continues
to lay emphasis on reforms. Addressing media in New Delhi yesterday, the
Finance Minister said that the Budget says several things about India's path
towards Viksit Bharat. She added that six specified reforms have been
identified in which government will continue its reform agenda. Ms
Sitharaman said interests of health and education have been prioritised in
the Budget. The Finance Minister highlighted that responding to the voice
of the people, the income tax simplification announced last July is already
completed in its works. She said the new income tax bill in this regard will
be introduced in Parliament next week. She also said that tariffs are being
simplified and brought down. Ms Sitharaman said one crore more people

will benefit due to the increased tax exemption limit from 7 lakh to 12 lakh

rupees. The Finance Minister also emphasised that there is no reduction in
the public spending on capital expenditure. She said government continues
to place emphasis on the multiplier effect that capital expenditure done by
government has shown. She pointed out that fiscal prudence is being
maintained.

BUDGET-REACTIONS
The Union Budget 2025-26, presented by Finance Minister Nirmala

Sitharaman, has received a positive response across various sectors, with
businesses, industry experts, economists, and the common people praising
the government's proposals for tax relief to middle class, fostering
innovation, and promoting skills development. The Union Budget was
tabled in the Lok Sabha by Finance Minister Sitharaman yesterday. In a
major relief to the middle class, the Finance Minister announced income tax



exemption for people earning upto 12 lakh rupees per annum. Adding the
standard deduction of 75 thousand rupees for salaried class, the income of

12 lakh 75 thousand per annum will not be taxed. Ms. Sitharaman also

introduced new Income-Tax slabs in new regime of taxation. Several other
measures were announced to boost higher education, skill development
and innovation. SBI Chairman CS Setty said, the Union Budget reaffirmed
India as an innovation and knowledge-centric economy with a slew of
reforms across agriculture, MSME, export centricity, education and
healthcare, and balancing skills and AI .Talking exclusively to Akashvani
News, Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI)
President Harsha Vardhan Agarwal said, the budget proposals will re-
energise the economy by lifting the sentiments of the middle class and
nudging the private sector to advance its investment plans as demand
improves across sectors.

[BYTE HARSHA VARDHAN]



