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SINGHAL::RZ EP-I 17.02.2025
MUMBALI - FINMIN

Union Minister for Finance and Corporate Affairs Nirmala Sitharaman
today launched the Mutual Credit Guarantee Scheme for MSMEs in
Mumbai. The finance minister said that this will boost the MSMEs which
were focussed upon in the last three budgets. The scheme will facilitate
loans up to 100 crore rupees to MSMEs for purchase of machinery or
equipment without collateral. The Minister highlighted that India is
delivering good returns to investors who are booking profits. Replying to a
question, she said that India now has an environment where investments
are yielding good returns. She added that the government has supported
the defence manufacturing sector through favourable policies. This has
resulted in India's defence exports surging to over 24 thousand crores
rupees, and Maharashtra is developing as a hub for defence
manufacturing.
<><><><>C PRARTHNA/ MUMBAI/ MAIL/ 1607 HRS.

SINGHAL EP-I
17.02.2025
NAKSHA - LAND RECORD
Rural Development Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan will inaugurate
the National Geospatial Knowledge-based Land Survey of Urban



Habitations (NAKSHA) in 152 urban local bodies across 26 States and three
Union Territories in Madhya Pradesh tomorrow. The programme aims to
create and update land records in urban areas to ensure accurate and
reliable documentation of land ownership. The Ministry said, this initiative
will empower citizens, improve ease of living, enhance urban planning, and
reduce land-related disputes. The IT-based system for property record
administration will foster transparency, efficiency and support sustainable
development.
<><>DIPENDRA/1545
CONFERENCE

The 55th Director General level Border Co-ordination Conference between
Border Security Forces (BSF) and Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB) began in
New Delhi today. The conference will culminate on the 20th of this month.
The BSF delegation is led by Director General of BSF Daljit Singh
Chawdhary while the BGB delegation is headed by Director General of BGB
Maj General Mohammad Ashrafuzzaman Siddiqui. During the conference,
border-related issues will be discussed between the Border guarding forces
for better coordination. Discussions will also be held on prevention against
attacks and assaults on BSF personnel and Indian civilians by Bangladesh-
based miscreants, ways to prevent trans-border crimes, construction of
single row fence, action against Indian Insurgent Groups (IIGs) in
Bangladesh, and issues related to border infrastructure. The last BSF-BGB
Border Co-ordination Conference was held in March last year at Dhaka in
Bangladesh.

PRADHAN

Union Education Minister Dharmedra Pradhan has said that two new
features have been added under the National Education Policy that will not
only shape job seekers but also job creators. Addressing the 126th
Founder’s Day of Delhi University’s Hindu College in New Delhi, the Minister
underscored that the youth of the country requires job security, decent
living, economic empowerment among others. Mr Pradhan further
underlined that a separate foundation will be laid to foster research across
the country. He added that the government envisions the creation of
Anusandhan National Research Foundation and an interest free loan of one
lakh crore rupees is available for the Indian Industry. The Minister urged
the students to use the funds on research and innovation.



SINGHAL EP-I 17.02.2025
ADI MAHOTSAYV [FOR PARIKARMA]

The Adi Mahotsav 2025 is underway at Major Dhyanchand stadium in
New Delhi. This 10 day festival aims to provide a glimpse into the rich and
diverse traditional culture of the tribal communities of our country. More
from our correspondent:
VC- AKSHIT

Adi Mahotsav brings together over 600 tribal artisans, 500
performing artists, and 25 tribal food stalls, representing the
diverse traditions of more than 30 states and Union Territories.

The key highlights of Aadi Mahotsav include live demonstrations
by tribal artisans from various states of the country showcasing
unique tribal crafts. People visiting the festival have been
shopping at the stalls of tribal paintings, dry fruits, bags, purses,
wood items, handloom products, pickles and decorative items
from different states stalls. An exhibitor from Jharkhand
Dileshwar Lohara said that this festival is a good platform to
showcase tribal traditions.

BYTE- Dileshwar Lohara [ON GNR MAIL]

Another exhibitor named Urmila Sagar from chattisgarh, who is
showcsing different shapes made from steel metal, said that good
facilities have been provided by the government to display her
products.

BYTE-URMILA SAGAR [ON GNR MAIL]

The festival is a significant initiative under the mission to create
sustainable livelihood opportunities for India’s tribal
communities. For Parikarma, Akshit Vedyan, Akashvani News
Delhi.

AKSHIT/1555

SINGHAL EP-1 17.02.2025
EVE. BJP - SAM PITRODA

BJP today said that the remarks made by Indian Overseas Congress
chairman Sam Pitroda on China is a deep blow to India's identity,
diplomacy and sovereignty. Addressing a press conference, party senior



spokesperson Sudhanshu Trivedi said, earlier, Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi has also made a similar statement. He said, India is emerging as a
powerful and influential country on the world stage under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. He alleged that several regressive forces are
conspiring to stop this unprecedented progress and development of the
country. He said, the government wants good and cordial relations with
every country of the world, but national self-respect, security and strength
are paramount for us. He alleged that Sam Pitroda’s statement is an insult
for the soldiers who laid down their lives during the clash between the
armies of India and China at Galwan valley.

(BYTE- Sudhanshu Trivedi)

Meanwhile, Congress has distanced itself from Sam Pitroda’s
remarks. In a social media post, Congress leader Jairam Ramesh said, the
views reportedly expressed by Mr. Sam Pitroda on China are most
definitely not the views of the Indian National Congress. He said, China
remains the country's foremost foreign policy, external security, as well as
economic challenge.

<><>DIPENDRA/1737 HRS

SINGHAL::RZ EP-II 17.02.2025
CHENNAI - PARA ATHLETIC CHAMPIONSHIP

Nearly 1,500 para-athletes from across India will showcase their skills
when the 23rd National Para Athletics Championship begins at Jawaharlal
Nehru Stadium in Chennai tomorrow. This historic event will feature para-
athletes competing in 155 events by 30 teams, making it one of the largest
para-athletics gatherings in the country. Among the prominent athletes set
to participate are Sumit Antil (Javelin), Manoj Sabapathy (Wheelchair
Racing), Manoj Singaraj (Shot Put), Mariyappan Thangavelu (High Jump),
Muthu Raja (Shot Put), Hokato Sema (Shot Put), Navdeep Singh (Javelin),
and Yogesh Kathuniya (Discus), among others.
PTI/1755 hrs



