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SWATI DP-I 19.02.2025
CENTRE -FLOOD ASSISTANCE

The High-Level Committee, under the Chairmanship of Union Home
Minister Amit Shah, has approved additional Central assistance of over one
thousand 554 crore rupees from the National Disaster Response Fund

(NDRF) to five states affected by natural calamities such as floods, flash
floods, landslides, and cyclonic storms during the past year.



According to the Home Ministry, 608 crore rupees has been approved
for Andhra Pradesh, over 170 crore for Nagaland, over 255 crore for
Odisha, more than 231 crore for Telangana and over 288 crore rupees for
Tripura. The Home Ministry said, this additional support is separate from
the funds already allocated to the states by the Centre under the State
Disaster Response Fund (SDRF). During the financial year 2024-25, the
Central government released more than 18 thousand 322 crore rupees to
27 states under the SDRF and over four thousand 808 crore rupees from
the NDRF to 18 states.
<><><>BHUPENDRA/1128

GAURAV EP-I 19.02.2025
FINANCE COMMISSION GRANT

The Government today released the Fifteenth Finance Commission
Grants for the Financial Year 2024-25 for the Rural Local Bodies of Bihar,
Haryana, and Sikkim. Bihar receives the 2nd installment of Untied Grants
amounting to over 821 crore rupees and the withheld portion of the 1st
installment of Untied Grants amounting to nearly 48 crore rupees. These
funds are for all 38 District Panchayats, 530 eligible Block Panchayats, and
more than eight thousand eligible Gram Panchayats that fulfilled the
mandatory conditions for release. Rural Local Bodies in Haryana will receive
the 2nd installment of Untied Grants amounting to over 202 crore rupees
and the withheld portion of the 1st installment of Untied Grants amounting
to over 7.5 crore rupees. The Ministry of Panchayati Raj, in a statement,
said these funds are for the 18 eligible District Panchayats, 142 eligible
Block Panchayats, and nearly 6,200 eligible Gram Panchayats. Sikkim
receives the 2nd installment of Untied Grants amounting to over 6 crore
rupees during the Financial Year 2024-25. These funds are for the 4
eligible District Panchayats and 186 eligible Gram Panchayats that fulfilled
the mandatory conditions for release.

<><>PALLAVI/RAHISUDDIEN/1619 HRS

GAURAY :: LAXMI EP-I 19.02.2025
ODISHA-CM-NEPAL JUSTICE

Chief Minister of Odisha, Mohan Charan Majhi, has assured the Nepal
Embassy that justice will be served on the alleged suicide of a girl student
from Nepal in KIIT University at Bhubaneswar. Mr Majhi spoke to two
envoys of the Nepal embassy today and assured both that peace and



normalcy will be restored on the KIIT campus where hundreds of Nepali
students are studying. He also urged the Nepali students who had fled
away from Odisha after the incident to return to campus and resume their
studies. Foreign Minister of Nepal, Dr Arzu Rana Deuba, has also spoken
with Odisha's Higher Education Minister Suryabanshi Suraj over phone
regarding the matter. The Odisha government has constituted a high-level
fact-finding committee headed by additional Chief Secretary of Home
Department to probe into the alleged suicide of the girl student following
her alleged harassment inside the campus. Meanwhile, protests continue at
the University campus demanding justice for the deceased girl student.
<>Prakash Dash/Bhubaneswar/MAIL/1701 hrs.

SWATI DP-I 19.02.2025
REV. DAY. BJP-LEGISLATIVE PARTY MEET

Delhi BJP legislative party meeting will be held in New Delhi this
evening. All the newly elected BJP MLAs and the party's senior leaders will
participate in the deliberations. The name of next Chief Minister of Delhi
will be finalized during the meeting. Meanwhile, the party today named two
central observers for its legislature party meeting in Delhi to elect its
leader. They are senior party leader and MP Ravi Shankar Prasad and
national secretary Om Prakash Dhankhar. The swearing-in ceremony for
the next Chief Minister will be held tomorrow morning at the Ramlila
Maidan in the national capital. The BJP won 48 out of 70 seats in the Delhi
Assembly elections.
<><>ANUPAM/1407



SWATI DP-I 19.02.2025

INDIA MALAYSIA DEFENCE

The 13th meeting of Malaysia-India Defence Cooperation Committee
(MIDCOM) took place in Kuala Lumpur today. It was co-chaired by Defence
Secretary Rajesh Kumar Singh and Secretary General in Malaysia's Defence
Ministry Lokman Hakim Bin Ali. Both sides expressed happiness at the
growing bilateral defence cooperation with regular engagements between
the two Armed Forces in recent years. The two sides held wide-ranging
discussions on effective and practical initiatives to further expand bilateral
defence engagements and regional and global issues. Both chairs identified
steps to further enhance cooperation in emerging areas such as cyber
security and AI. They identified ways to deepen existing collaboration,
particularly in the defence industry, maritime security, and multilateral
engagements. They agreed to form a joint focus group to address non-
traditional maritime security threats. Both sides reaffirmed their
commitment to fully implement the new initiatives under the defence pillar
of Comprehensive Strategic Partnership, as envisioned by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and his Malaysian counterpart Dato’ Seri Anwar Ibrahim
during the latter's visit to India in August last vyear.

India and Malaysia also exchanged the finalised Terms of Reference
(ToR) on the establishment of Strategic Affairs Working Group. This forum
will act as a consultative mechanism intermediate between the MIDCOM
and the two sub-committees to progress all aspects of bilateral defence
cooperation. Both sides also exchanged the finalised ToR on the
establishment of Su-30 forum as an outcome of MIDCOM. Su-30 Forum will
enable closer cooperation between the two Air Forces in exchanging
expertise and best practices in Su-30 maintenance. The Defence Secretary
highlighted the capability of the Indian defence industry, particularly its
potential to collaborate with the Malaysian companies and the Armed
Forces in their capability enhancement and modernisation. He
congratulated Malaysia on assuming the chairmanship of ASEAN and
ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting-Plus and conveyed best wishes for
conduct of ADMM Plus and ASEAN Defence Senior Officials' Meeting
meetings this year.
<><><>ANUPAM/1314



NCST DAY:

National Commission for Scheduled Tribes Chairperson Antar Singh Arya,
has called upon the youth to safeguard the tradition, culture, and language
of the tribal community. Addressing 22nd Foundation day of National
Commission for Scheduled Tribes, Antar Singh emphasized that
Commission is actively engaging the youth in this endeavor through the
Jan Jagran Awareness program. Arya stated the Commission is diligently
executing the initiative of Prime Minister Narendra Modi's Ek Ped Maa ke
Naam. He mentioned that the Commission plants a sapling in every district
visited by Commission's members.

CEC:

Gyanesh Kumar today assumed charge as the new Chief Election
Commissioner at Nirvachan Sadan in New Delhi. Kumar succeeds Rajiv
Kumar who completed his tenure yesterday. In his message to the people,
after assuming charge as Chief Election Commissioner, Kumar said, the
first step for nation building is voting and every citizen of India who has
completed 18 years of age should become an elector and always vote. The
Election Commission was, is and will always be with the voters he said . A
1988 batch Indian Administrative Service officer of the Kerala Cadre,
Gyanesh Kumar has a rich and varied experience working in both Central
and State governments.

GAURAV EP-1I 19.02.2025
ICC-CHAMPIONS TROPHY

The ninth edition of the ICC Champions Trophy began this afternoon,
with defending champions Pakistan taking on New Zealand in their opening
ODI match in Karachi. When reports last came in, visitors, were at
for loss of wickets in overs. Earlier, Pakistan won the
toss and opted to bowl. Indian team, led by Rohit Sharma, will begin their
campaign against Bangladesh at the Dubai International Stadium
tomorrow. The tournament, featuring the eight top-ranked One Day
International teams, will be held across Pakistan and the UAE. The final
will be played on 9th of next month. Group A have New Zealanda, India,
Bangladesh, and hosts Pakistan. Group B consists of Afghanistan, Australia,
England, and South Africa. Pakistan lifted the last edition of the cricket
Trophy in 2017, beating India in the final.
<><><>CB/BAIG/IANS/1648 HRS



