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MN::DIVYA DP-I

24.02.2025
EARLY- PM BIHAR

Prime Minister Narendra Modi released the 19th installment of the
Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN) scheme from Bhagalpur
in Bihar this afternoon. More than 22 thousand 700 crore rupees of
assistance were directly released to the bank accounts of 9.8 crore
beneficiary farmers of the scheme. The program was organized on the
occasion of the sixth anniversary of PM-KISAN. The Prime Minister also



inaugurated and dedicated various development projects, including farmer-
related schemes in Bihar.
DHARMENDRA/PATNA//MAIL/1538

SANJIO EP-I
24.02.2025

SHAH-WATAN KO JAANO

Union Home Minister Amit Shah today interacted with the youth and
children from Jammu and Kashmir in New Delhi under the Youth Exchange
Programme - Watan Ko Jano. A total of 250 children who are on a visit to
New Delhi participated in the programme. Interacting with the children, Mr.
Shah said that in the last ten years under the Narendra Modi government,
Jammu and Kashmir has been transformed. He said unprecedented work
has been done in developing infrastructure, such as enhancing roads,
railways, and airports. He informed that new universities, I1IMs, and AIIMS
have been opened in Jammu and Kashmir. The Minister said that by
abrogating Article 370 in Jammu and Kashmir, the Modi government has
united the whole country.

<><>ANAND/DIPENDRA/1743 HRS

SANJIO : PAWAN EP-1
24.02.2024

IIT MANDI - RAJNATH SINGH

Defense Minister Rajnath Singh has called for new research in the
defense sector using artificial intelligence (AI) technology. He was speaking
at the 16th Foundation Day of IIT Mandi in Himachal Pradesh as the chief
guest today. He emphasized the need for Al-driven advancements in
defense to further strengthen the sector.

(S/B- Rajnath Singh IN GNR
MAIL)

The Defense Minister stated that India is becoming self-reliant in defense
manufacturing, with nearly 70 percent of defense equipment being



produced domestically. He mentioned that in the year 2023-24, India
exported defense materials worth 23,000 crore rupees, with a target to
increase this to 50,000 crore rupees by 2029.

(S/B- Rajnath Singh IN GNR MAIL)

Rajnath Singh also stated that in the coming years, India will emerge as
the world's third-largest economy.

(S/B- Rajnath Singh IN GNR
MAIL)

The Defense Minister awarded meritorious students of IIT Mandi. Leader of
the Opposition, Jairam Thakur, was also present on the occasion.

<>L<><>

RITESH KAPOOR/SHIMLA/MAIL/1752 HRS

SANJIO EP-I
24.02.2025

REV. GOYAL-UK FTA

India and UK today agreed to resume free trade negotiations
between the two countries. Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal said this while addressing the joint press conference along with the
UK Secretary of State for Business and Trade Jonathan Reynolds in New
Delhi. Mr Goyal mentioned that this is an outcome of discussions
held between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Prime Minister of
the United Kingdom Sir Keir Starmer on the sidelines of the G-20
Summit in Rio de Janeiro in November 2024. He said that the talks
on FTA were stalled due to elections in the UK. He highlighted that the
Free Trade agreement (FTA) between India and the UK is going to be a
forward-looking, equitable, balanced, transparent and mutually beneficial
agreement which will benefit both the countries.

BYTE-GOYAL
(https:/ /www.youtube.com/watch?v=htCpap96IHM)
Mr Goyal reaffirmed the collective commitment to meet the
aspirations of people and businesses of both the countries. He underscored



that the government will be able to make rapid progress to meet the
collective aspirations for trade, investment and mutual prosperity for the
people of both the countries. He said, the strengthening of the trade
relationship between the two countries has the potential to
unlock opportunities for business and consumers across both
nations.

BYTE-GOYAL
(https:/ /www.youtube.com/watch?v=htCpap96IHM)
The two leaders directed the negotiators to work together to
resolve the outstanding issues in the agreement to ensure a fair
and equitable trade deal for shared success.

<><>AKSHIT/PALLAVI/1740 HRS

MN DP-I 24.02.2025
MANDAVIYA LABOUR REFORM

Union Labour and Employment Minister, Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya has
said that labour reforms have been the foundation of the country’s efforts
to modernise its workforce policies. Mr Mandaviya said this while
inaugurating the first ever Regional Dialogue on Social Justice in New
Delhi. The event also marked the observance of the 74th Foundation Day
of the Employees’ State Insurance Corporation (ESIC). Mr Mandaviya
asserted that the dialogue serves as a platform in exploring innovative
solutions, strengthen regional cooperation which will contribute to a more
equitable economy and economy.

(BYTE- Mandaviya in GNR MAIL)

During the event, Mr Mandaviya also launched the E-Shram Mobile
Application. Hailing the launch, the Minister highlighted that the application
will enhance accessibility and convenience of workers across the nation.

Mr Mandaviya also noted that the Union Budget 2025-26 sets an
ambitious target of achieving 70 percent of female workforce by 2047. He
emphasised that empowering women'’s participation in the workforce is a
critical focus area of the government.

BHANU/1329



DRDO: In connection with National Science Day, the DRDO in association with
Aeronautical Society of India and Dr Kalam Institute of Youth Excellence is
organising a three -day Exhibition from 28th of this month at Gachibowli Stadium
in Hyderabad. Addressing the Media conference in Hyderabad, DRDO Director
General, Missile Strategic Systems U. Raja Rao said the Exhibition will bring all
Defence institutions and other institutions on one platform and offer career
opportunities to the youth. Raja Rao said the exhibition is aimed at inspiring young
generation and motivate to take up defence technology as career opportunity. (
Soundbyte- Raja Rao English) He said Defence Secreatary and Chairman
DRDO, Dr Samir V Kamath and AeSI Chairman Sateesh Reddy will be among
other dignitaries who will be attending the three day event. Besides 200 industries,

Institutions leading institutions are participating in the event. MSL 12

ECI:

The Election Commission of India will organise a two-day conference with the
Chief Electoral Officers of all States and Union Territories on 4th and 5th March,
at India International Institute of Democracy and Election Management in New
Delhi. This is the first such conference to be held since Gyanesh Kumar assumed
charge as CEC. The two-day conference offers a platform for the election officials
of the States and Union Territories for brainstorming and mutual learning from
each other’s experiences. During the conference several topics will be discussed on
key areas of modern election management including IT Architecture, Effective
Communication, enhancing social media outreach and statutory role of different

functionaries in the electoral processes. NSD 10

SLBC:



R& B Minister Komatireddy Venkat Reddy said the State government is making
every effort to safely rescue the eight workers trapped in the SLBC tunnel in
Nagarkurnool district. He supervised the rescue operations alongside senior
Congress leader Jana Reddy. Addressing the media today, Venkat Reddy criticised
the opposition's remarks on the issue and said this is not appropriate. He also
condemned K.T. Rama Rao's post on X, where BRS MLA questioned Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy for not visiting the accident site. PTC/NK



