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SHUKLA::JAIRA] MP-1 26.02.2024

MAHA - MAHASHIRVRATRI
The holy festival of Maha Shivratri, is one of the most auspicious
festivals for Hindu devotees. In Maharashtra, people across the state



visiting temples and performing special pujas to worship Lord Shiva; this
day is also observed as a "dry day" in Maharashtra, meaning liquor sales
are prohibited. More from our correspondent:

(V/C-BHAVANA)

Jyotirlingam is a devotional representation of the Hindu god
Shiva. Out of total 12 Jyotirlingas in India , Five of them are in
Maharashtra: Bhimashankar, in Pune, Trimbakeshwar in Nashik,
Grishneshwar in Sambhaji Nagar, Aundha Nagnath, and Parli
Vaijnath are in Marathwada. Today all are well prepared to
celebrate Mahashivratri uttsav. All temples are decorated with

attractive lighting and floral decorations. Various religious

program like bhajan, kirtan,pooja, mahaabhishek are organized
on the occasion of Mahashivratri. Bhavana AIR news,Mumbai.

BHAVANA/MUMBAI/MAIL/0740

SHUKLA DP-I 26-02-2024
PREZ-MAHASHIVRATRI

President Droupadi Murmu today extended heartfelt greetings to
countrymen on the auspicious occasion of Mahashivratri. In a social media
post, the President prayed that the blessings of the Supreme God Mahadev
remain on all citizens and India continues to move ahead on the path of

progress.
<><><>PRIYA/0843
SHUKLA DP-1 26-02-2024

VP-MAHASHIVRATRI
Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar today greeted the countrymen on the
auspicious occasion of Mahashivratri. In a social media post, Mr. Dhankhar
shared that the holy festival is a symbol of self-introspection and spiritual
awareness, which inspires the citizens to follow the path of knowledge,
patience, and compassion. The Vice President wished that the grace of
Lord Shiva remain on the entire universe, and with his blessings, India
proceed on the path of progress and prosperity.
<><><>PRIYA/0855
SHUKLA DP-I 26-02-2024
PM-MAHASHIVRATRI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today wished the citizens of the nation
a very happy Mahashivratri. In a social media post, Mr. Modi prayed that
this divine occasion, dedicated to Lord Shiva, bring happiness, prosperity,
and good health to the citizens. The Prime Minister expressed optimism



that the festival also strengthens the resolve for a developed India.
<><><>PRIYA/0910

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that Assam is now the centre of
unlimited possibilities and gateway to South East Asia and India. He said
that Assam will be a manufacturing hub of Eastern India and urged the
industrialists to reap the benefits of this strategic location. He said this
while addressing the inaugural session of the Advantage Assam 2.0
Investment and Infrastructure Summit in Guwahati yesterday.

[(null) - 2100 - PM - GATEWAY - ASSAM - ]

The Prime Minister informed that his government is working on
improvement of connectivity, infrastructure and also strengthing the local
supply chains in the region.
<><><>
CBSE

The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) has sought
responses on a draft policy to conduct two board examinations for class 10
from the academic session 2025-26. In the draft policy, the CBSE proposed
to conduct board exams of class 10 in two phases, with the first phase
taking place from February to March and the second phase in May. The
CBSE has urged the stakeholders to submit their response by 9th of next
month.CBSE has added that the draft policy has been developed following
the two recommendations of the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020.

SHUKLA DP-1 26.02.2025
PM - VEER SAVARKAR

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today paid tribute to the great
revolutionary freedom fighter Veer Savarkar on his death anniversary. In a
social media post, Mr Modi said, the nation will never forget Veer
Savarkar's invaluable contribution filled with sacrifice, courage and struggle
in the freedom movement.
DIPENDRA/0948

TRIPTI::DIVYA DP-1 26.02.2025
DAY MAHA KUMBH - LIVE
The world’s largest spiritual and cultural gathering Maha Kumbh in



Prayagraj will conclude today on the auspicious day of Mahashivratri. Over
65 crore 50 lakh devotees and pilgrims have taken the dip so far as millions
are taking the holy dip at various ghats of Triveni Sangam, the confluence
of Ganga, Yamuna and Saraswati rivers. A rare celestial alignment that
occurs only once in 144 years adds to the speciality of Maha Kumbh this
year. Special arrangements have been made by the authorities to ensure
that the event is safe, secure, and memorable.
<><>ADARSH/ABHISHEK/PRAYAGRAJ/MAIL/1043
SHUKLA::JAIRA] MP-I 26.02.2024

VP - VISIT

Vice President, Jagdeep Dhankhar will visit Arunachal Pradesh today.
During his day-ling visit, Mr. Dhankhar will participate in the first ever joint
mega Nyokum Yullo celebration at Boasimla under Kamporijo circle in
Kamle district as chief guest. Union Minister of Parliamentary Affairs and
Minority Affairs, Kiren Rijiju will also attend the celebration along with the
Vice President. This will be Mr. Dhankhar's third visit to the state after
assuming office. Nyokum is a festival celebrated by the Nyishi tribe of the
state. The festival is celebrated for better productivity, prosperity and
happiness of all human beings on earth.
RAKESH DOLEY /ITANAGAR/MAIL/0627
SHUKLA MP-I 26.02.2025
KISAN CREDIT CARD

A total of over ten lakh crore rupees in loans has been given under
the Kisan Credit Card, benefitting seven crore 72 lakh farmers. The Kisan
Credit Card (KCC) is a banking product that provides farmers with timely
and affordable credit for purchasing agricultural inputs such as seeds,
fertilizers, and pesticides. The Union Finance Ministry said the government
provides an interest subvention of 1.5 percent to banks for providing short-
term agricultural loans through KCC up to three lakh at a concessional
interest rate of 7 percent per annum. The Ministry also stated that an
additional Prompt Repayment Incentive of 3 percent is provided to farmers
on timely repayment of loans, which effectively reduces the rate of interest
to 4 percent for farmers. It added that the amount under operative Kisan
Credit Card accounts has more than doubled from 4.26 lakh crore rupees in
2014 to over ten lakh crore rupees in December 2024.
CB/DIPENDRA/0431
TRIPTI DP-1 26.02.2025



MoS MARGHERITA- FOREIGN VISIT

Minister of State for External Affairs, Pabitra Margherita will embark
on a nine day visit to Uruguay, Bahamas, Barbados, and Nicaragua from
Friday. During his visit to Uruguay, the Minister will represent the country
at the swearing-in ceremony of President-elect of Uruguay, Yamandu Orsi.
The External Affairs Ministry said, this significant event underscores India's
commitment to fostering strong bilateral ties with Uruguay. The Minister's
visit to the Bahamas will build upon the discussions held between the
Indian and Bahamian Prime Ministers during the 2nd India-CARICOM
Summit in Guyana last November. This meeting aims to explore new
avenues for cooperation and strengthen existing ties between the two
nations. In Barbados, Mr Margherita will review bilateral relations, following
the highly successful India-CARICOM Summit, and receive the prestigious
Honorary Order of Freedom of Barbados Award on behalf of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. This honor was announced during the summit and
highlights the strong bond between India and Barbados. The final leg of
the Minister's visit will take him to Nicaragua, where he will engage in
bilateral meetings, marking the first-ever ministerial visit from the Ministry
of External Affairs to Nicaragua. His four nation visit will include meetings
with Foreign Ministers, interaction with key political, trade and industry
leaders and members of Indian Diaspora. He will also visit bilateral
development partnership project sites.

<><>AMAN/1047

SHUKLA MP-II 26.02.2025
TRUMP - COPPER TARIFF

US President Donald Trump has directed the government to consider
possible tariffs on copper. This marks the latest move by the White House
to tax a wide array of imports and reshape global trade. Trump, before
signing the executive order to review copper imports, said that it would
have a big impact. Speaking to reporters, White House trade adviser Peter
Navarro termed the move as an effort to curb China's expansion in the
copper sector and address broader national security concerns. He also
emphasized the need to restore domestic mining, smelting, and refining of
copper to support potential military and technological requirements. Trump
has also owed to implement a broader set of tariffs to match the rates that
the US government says other countries charge. Additionally, he has
proposed specific tariffs on automobiles, computer chips, and
pharmaceutical drugs.



VISHNU/PTI/0805

CRICKET

In the ICC Men's Champions Trophy cricket, England will face Afghanistan
in a crucial Group B encounter at the Gaddafi Stadium in Lahore, Pakistan,
this afternoon. The match is scheduled to begin at 2:30 PM IST.



