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SINGHAL::DIVYA DPP 13.02.2025
RS- PENSION

The government is planning to bring various national pension
schemes under one umbrella in the days to come. Replying to
supplementaries in the Rajya Sabha, Labour and Employment Minister Dr
Mansukh Mandaviya said there are several pension schemes available for
the people especially those in the unorganised sectors. These schemes
include Atal Pension Yojana, PM Shramik Manthan and PM Shram Yogi
Manthan. The Minister said nearly 6 crore people are being benefited
currently under these schemes with equal contribution from the beneficiary
and the Government. He said all these schemes will provide three to Five
thousand monthly pensions after the beneficiary attains 60 years of age.
He further said the Government is contemplating to bring all the National
Pension Schemes under one umbrella by simplifying them. He further said
about 80 crore people are being benefited with the free food grains
scheme.
<><> Parliament Team 1310 hrs

INCOME-TAX BILL 2025 INTRODUCED IN LOK SABHA

The Income-Tax Bill 2025 was introduced in the Lok Sabha on Thursday.
The Bill aims at consolidating and amending the law relating to income tax.
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman introduced the Bill in the lower house.
Speaking on the Bill, she said that the new legislation has fewer sections
and chapters in comparison to the existing Income Tax Act, and it has
been simplified for the easy comprehension of common people. Ms.
Sitharaman proposed that the Bill should be sent to the select committee of
Parliament for further scrutiny, and accordingly, the committee should
submit a report on it on the first day of the next session. The Minister also
rejected the objections raised by some Opposition MPs regarding the Bill.
She clarified that the number of sections in the proposed Bill is 536, while
there were 819 sections in the Income Tax Act of 1961. She added that the
number of words in the proposed legislation is nearly half compared to the
existing law.

PM MODI MEETS U.S. DNI TULSI GABBARD



Prime Minister Narendra Modi today reached Washington DC in the wee
hours on a two-day visit to the United States of America. India’s
Ambassador to the US Vinay Mohan Kwatra and other officials welcomed
Prime Minister Modi at the airport. Members of the Indian community
braved the harsh winters and gathered outside Blair House to welcome Mr.
Modi who is among the first few world leaders to visit the United States
following the inauguration of the second term of US President Donald
Trump. In a social media post after landing, Mr Modi said, he is looking
forward to meeting US President Donald Trump and building upon the
India-USA Comprehensive Global Strategic Partnership. He added that both
nations will keep working closely for the benefit of their people and for a
better future for our planet. The U.S. Director of National Intelligence, Ms.
Tulsi Gabbard called on Prime Minister Narendra Modi today in Washington
DC. Mr Modi fondly recalled his earlier interactions with Ms Gabbard

RADIO DAY:

Today is World Radio Day. Every year on 13th February, World Radio Day
is observed to raise awareness among the people about the importance of
radio and to encourage access to information through radio. In his
message on World Radio Day, Chairman of Prasar Bharati Navneet Kumar
Sehgal said, through dissemination of news and information, radio has an
important role in cultural and economic development of the nation. (BYTE
: CHAIRMAN PB) Conveying her greeting on World Radio Day, Director
General of Akashvani Dr Pragya Paliwal Gaur said, since nearly nine
decades Akashvani is reaching the listeners with information, education
and entertainment.(BYTE) Information and Broadcasting Secretary Sanjay
Jaju has said that radio is a trusted source of information, education and
entertainment. Inaugurating the Radio Festival 2025 in New Delhi, on
World Radio Day, Jaju said, Akashwani is among the largest broadcasting
organizations in the world and reaches 98 per cent of the population. He
said, the radio connects people and plays an important role in fostering
connection across nations and communities. Jaju said Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's monthly radio programme Mann Ki Baat has now become
a transformative platform where voice of common people is heard. Director
General of Akashvani Dr Pragya Paliwal Gaur also spoke

VAISHNAW
Information and Broadcasting Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw has said that



India has emerged as a pioneer in democratizing technology through
Digital Public Infrastructure initiatives like UPI, Aadhaar, and DigiLocker. In
a social media post, Mr. Vaishnaw said that this successful model has
garnered significant international attention and adoption interest. He said,
at the AI Action Summit in Paris, Mr. Modi articulated India’s
comprehensive approach to artificial intelligence. The Minister said the
Prime Minister’s vision centered on “Al for Good” and emphasized the
critical need for collaborative global governance frameworks while ensuring
universal Al access. Mr. Vaishnaw said India’s strategic advantages, a
robust IT ecosystem, a vast talent pool, and a culture of innovation,
uniquely position India in the global Al landscape. He said that, in
recognition of its growing leadership in Al governance, India will host the
next AI Summit, further cementing its role in shaping the future of artificial
intelligence globally.
SINGHAL::DIVYA DP-I 13.02.2025
MAHAKUMBH - POLICE ACTION

In an effort to protect people from rumors and misinformation during
the Mahakumbh in Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh Police is taking strict actions.
Director General of Police Prashant Kumar said that action is being taken
on the instructions of Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath, by
identifying such accounts on social media which are spreading fake news
about Maha Kumbh.
<><>ADARSH/ABHISHEK/MAIL/1335 HRS.

MICROSOFT:

Tech Giant Microsoft opened its new campus at Gachibowli in Hyderabad.
The new campus was inaugurated by Chief Minister Revanth Reddy along
with State Minister for IT & Industries Sridhar Babu. This State-of-the-Art
building will house 2,500 additional employees. Their is already Microsoft's
largest R&D hub outside US Headquarters at Gachibowli and the
inauguration of the new campus further consolidates Hyderabad’s position
as the leading global IT powerhouse. With the launch of the new building,
Microsoft plans to hire another 4,800 employees. On the occasion,
Microsoft announced another landmark initiative in partnership with the
Government of Telangana to impart Al training to over 1.2 lakh persons in
the State. Under the first program ADVANTA(I)GE TELANGANA, Microsoft is
launching an Al Foundations Academy to introduce AI education to 500



government schools benefiting 50,000 students. Microsoft will establish and
operate an Al Centre of Excellence in collaboration with the Government of
Telangana and other stakeholders. Congratulating Microsoft on the
occasion, the Chief Minister said Hyderabad and Microsoft have grown
together, and added world looks at Hyderabad today as a technology
powerhouse. He said with partners like Microsoft, the future is even
brighter. Addressing the gathering, the IT Minister said the new campus
and the several Al related initiatives launched by Microsoft reflects their
commitment to sustainability, inclusivity, and innovation in the State.

WAQF:

The Joint Committee Report on the Wagf (Amendment) Bill 2024 was
today tabled in both Houses of Parliament amid opposition protests. When
the Lok Sabha resumed after adjournment at 2 PM, Chairman of the Joint
Committee Jagdambika Pal tabled the report in the House. Opposition
members created noisy scenes. Amid the din, the Union Home Minister said
the BJP has no objection if Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla allows the addition
of dissent notes in the report, as demanded by the opposition members.
Members from Congress, DMK, Samajwadi Party, TMC, and others staged a
walkout from the House protesting against the report.



