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11.02.2025

MAHAKUMBH - MAGHI PURNIMA PREPARATIONS

Preparations are in full swing at the Prayagraj Mahakumbh ahead of the Maghi Purnima
Snan tomorrow. The bathing holds a great relevance as it marks the end of the special ritual of
performing Kalpavas. During this period, the Kalpvasis stay in temporary accommodations near
the ghats of the Sangam. This year, more than 10 lakh people have performed Kalpavas in
Mahakumbh. Special arrangements are being made by the Uttar Pradesh government to provide
essential services to the devotees and for effective traffic management. More from our
correspondent:-

According to traditions, it is believed that performing Kalpavas on the banks
of Sangam _in _Prayagraj till the Maghi Purnima, yields the fruits of penance of a
thousand years. Performing Kalpavas in Maha Kumbh is considered to be especially
fruitful. The Kalpavasis will perform Kalpavas by bathing in the holy Sangam on the

full moon day as per the rites. They will then return to their huts on the banks of
Sangam to listen to Satyanarayan Katha and perform Havan puja. After worship and

donation, the Kalpvasis will leave their temporary accommodation and return to
their homes.
To ease traffic congestion, the state government has introduced a special

traffic plans to ensure smooth movement and safety of devotees. The entire mela
area has been declared a 'no vehicle zone’ starting from 4:00 AM today. From 5:00

PM this evening, the 'no vehicle zone' will expand to the entire Prayagraj city. Only
emergency and essential services will be allowed for movement during this period.
This_special traffic plan will remain _in _effect until the completion of the Magh
Purnima_snan _tomorrow. Earlier, Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath held a special
review meeting via video conferencing with senior government officials, police
officers, and district administration officials from multiple districts. During the
meeting, the Chief Minister assessed the ongoing preparations and called for




increase in shuttle buses from parking areas to the fairgrounds. Mr Adityanath also
prioritized assistance for children, elderly, and women. He also directed the officials
to prevent overcrowding at Prayagraj railway stations by deploying additional fair-
special trains and Transport Corporation buses. Adarsh for Akashvani News,
Prayagraj.

REV. RS-BUDGET DISCUSSION

The Rajya Sabha today resumed the discussion on the General Budget 2025-26.
Participating in the discussion, Bhagawat Karad of the BJP said the fiscal deficit was brought
down by 0.4 per cent due to proactive measures taken by the government. He said the direct
benefit transfer helped in stopping leakages and saved government exchequer.

Taking part in the discussion, Praful Patel of NCP expressed confidence that the country
will become the third largest economy in the world in coming years under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. He said, country has witnessed significant progress in building
robust infrastructure and other sectors.

Speaking on the budget, Chandrakanth Handore of the Congress said the
welfare schemes planned for 70 per cent of the people in the country are not being
fully implemented at ground level. He also said the government should bring out a
law to punish those concerned, who are responsible for diverting and not spending
funds allocated to the SCs and STs. He urged the government to build a Dr
Ambedkar Bhavan at each district in the country. The discussion is underway.

RS-GST

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman today said GST Council is the
constitutional authority for GST classification and taxation implementation
across the country. Replying to supplementaries in the Rajya Sabha, she
clarified that the decision of any GST classification is not a unilateral
decision but a decision of the Council. She also added the Finance Ministers
of the respective states are fully empowered to take up issues with the
Council. The Minister further said that the rate of GST has come down
significantly.

GAURAV:::RZ EPP 11-02-2025
LS-FDI

The country has received 90 percent of Foreign Direct Investment
under the automatic route as of now. This was stated by Minister of State
for Commerce and Industry Jatin Prasada in a written reply in the Lok



Sabha today. He said a transparent, predictable, and easily comprehensible
policy framework is in place for Foreign Direct Investment. He said reforms
in the FDI policy have been undertaken in sectors including Defence,
Insurance, Petroleum and Natural Gas, Telecom, and Space. Mr. Prasada
said FDI in the defence sector is allowed up to 74 percent through the
automatic route for companies seeking new industrial licences, which was
only 49 percent earlier. He said it was announced in the Union Budget this
year to increase the FDI ceiling for the insurance sector from 75 percent to
100 percent. The Minister said that this enhanced limit will be available for
those companies that invest the entire premium in India.

<><><>
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GAURAV:::RZ EPP 11-02-2025
LS-CAPFs-DOCTOR

The government today said that over two lakh 96 thousand persons
in two thousand 160 villages have been provided treatment by 383 CAPF
doctors. In a written reply in the Lok Sabha, the Minister of State for
Home, Nityanand Rai, said that the doctors of the Central Armed Police
Forces (CAPFs) conduct civil OPDs in their Area of Responsibility by
organizing medical camps during civic action programs.

<><><><>
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GAURAV:::RZ EPP 11-02-2025
LS-SVAMITVA

The government has said that over two crore thirty-five lakh property
cards have been distributed across one lakh fifty-nine thousand villages
under the Survey of Villages and Mapping with Improvised Technology in
Village Areas (SVAMITVA) scheme so far. In a written reply in the Lok
Sabha today, Minister of State for Panchayati Raj, Prof. SP Singh Baghel,
said that Prime Minister Narendra Modi has himself overseen the e-
distribution of sixty-five lakh cards across fifty-two thousand villages in
various states and UTs on the 18th of last month. The Minister further said
that drone surveys of about three lakh eighteen thousand villages have



been completed.
<><>L<><>
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GAURAV EP-I1 11.02.2025

SNOOKER-ADVANI

Pankaj Advani continued his reign in Indian cue sports, securing his
36th national title and 10th Men’s snooker crown with a commanding 5-1
victory over Brijesh Damani in the final at the Yashwant Club in Madhya
Pradesh. The triumph also guarantees a place for the stalwart at the
upcoming Asian and World Championships. Despite dropping the opening
frame, Advani responded brilliantly. He controlled the table from thereon,
leaving Damani with no room for a comeback. Sealing the win in style, he
registered a decisive 84 break in the final frame. With the Asian Snooker
Championship set to begin on the 15th of this month, both Advani and
Damani will now set their sights on international glory.

SWATI/NET/1610 HRS

TRIPTI::KAMINI DPP 11.02.2025
RS-HEALTH

Health and Family Welfare Minister JP Nadda today said, the
government is taking all measures to extend medical and health services in
the tribal areas across the country. Replying to supplementaries in the
Rajya Sabha, the minister said, a robust system is in place for screening
various health issues and providing treatment in these areas. He said,
screening for oral and dental diseases and breast cancer and cervix cancer
including health conditions like diabetes and blood pressure are being
regularly done through one lakh 45 thousand Ayushman Arogya Mandirs
across the country. The Minister further said, several measures have also
been taken to encourage doctors to stay at tribal areas and provide
medical services. Quoting Lancet, an international medical Journal, Mr
Nadda said, the Maternal Mortality Rate has declined in the country.

<><><> Parliament Team/1304



GAURAV:::RZ EP-1I 11-02-2025
REV. PM MODI-AI SUMMIT

At the AI Action Summit in Paris, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
highlighted AI's transformative impact, calling it a defining force that is
“writing the code for humanity in this century.”

Co-chairing the summit with French President Emmanuel Macron,
Prime Minister emphasized that Al is unlike any past technological
milestone, requiring a global, responsible, and inclusive approach to
governance.

Prime Minister Modi underscored Al’s potential to improve millions of
lives by revolutionizing healthcare, education, and agriculture, making
progress toward Sustainable Development Goals faster and more effective.
He stressed the importance of democratizing technology, creating people-
centric applications, and ensuring Al benefits all, particularly in the Global
South.

Showcasing India’s leadership in AI adoption, the Prime Minister
spoke about India’s Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI), which has
modernized governance and transformed lives for 1.4 billion people at
minimal cost. He highlighted India’s Data Empowerment and Protection
Architecture, which has unlocked the power of data while making digital
commerce democratic and accessible. This, he said, is the foundation of
India’s National AI Mission.

Prime Minister reaffirmed India’s commitment to developing Al for
public good, with a strong focus on inclusivity. He noted that India has one
of the world’s largest Al talent pools and is building its own Large
Language Model tailored to its diverse linguistic and cultural needs. He also
highlighted India’s public-private partnership model for Al infrastructure,
ensuring that resources like computing power are accessible to startups
and researchers at affordable costs.

On sustainability, he linked Al's high energy demands with the need
for green and efficient AI models, drawing parallels with India and France’s
successful International Solar Alliance. He stressed that AI development
must optimize resource use while driving innovation.

Concluding his address, Prime Minister emphasized that humans, not
machines, hold the key to Al's future. He called on global leaders to shape
Al development responsibly, ensuring it serves the collective good and
aligns technological progress with ethical and social well-being.
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GAURAV:::RZ EPP 11-02-2025
REV. EVE. RS-BUDGET DISCUSSION

The Rajya Sabha today resumed the discussion on the General
Budget 2025-26. Participating in the discussion, Bhagwat Karad of the BIP
said the fiscal deficit was brought down by 0.4 percent due to proactive
measures taken by the government. He said the direct benefit transfer
helped in stopping leakages and saved the government's exchequer.
Taking part in the discussion, Praful Patel of the NCP expressed confidence
that the country will become the third-largest economy in the world in the
coming years under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi. He
said the country has witnessed significant progress in building robust
infrastructure and other sectors.
Speaking on the Union Budget, Independent MP Kapil Sibal said the
government could have revealed its future plans in the education sector,
especially when more and more technologies are emerging. Stating that
Viksit Bharat means Sikshit Bharat, he expressed displeasure over
increasing the budget for education by only seven percent. He alleged that
the government did not pay sufficient attention to two important sectors,
Education and Health. He also questioned how the government is going to
make the economy competitive and innovative, particularly in making India
a manufacturing economy. He said the manufacturing contribution to GDP
has declined to 12.9 percent. Chandrakant Handore of Congress, said the
welfare schemes planned for 70 percent of the people in the country are
not being fully implemented at the ground level. Dola Sen of the Trinamool
Congress welcomed the decision to provide a tax rebate up to an income of
12 lakh rupees. However, she said nothing has been done for the 90
percent of people in the country who earn between 10 thousand to 20
thousand rupees. She demanded lowering the indirect taxes on petrol and
other products. She accused that the prices of petroleum and cooking
gases are increasing, but the budget is silent about it. She alleged that
budgetary allocations for several schemes have been slashed, and
household savings have declined. The discussion is underway.

<><><>
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GAURAV:::RZ EP-1 11-02-2025
PREZ-UNANI

President Droupadi Murmu has said that today, India has a leading
position in the world in terms of education, research, health care and
manufacturing of medicines in the Unani system. Inaugurating the two-day
International Conference on Unani Day in New Delhi this evening, the
President said, today the Unani system of medicine is not used as much in
Yunan (Greece) and the countries of Central Asia as it is in India. She
expressed happiness that researchers and practitioners associated with the
Unani system are adopting useful aspects of modern methods and
technology.

S/B - PRESIDENT

The President said, the country has adopted a holistic approach
towards health and efforts are being made to empower various medical
systems by giving them due respect. She said, according to the National
Health Policy 2017, special emphasis is being laid on bringing AYUSH
medical systems, including Unani, into the mainstream. She noted that
under the guidance of the National Commission for Indian System of
Medicine, studies and research are going on in many Unani medical
educational institutions and MD and PhD programs have also been started.
She expressed confidence that the new generations in Unani medical
science will strengthen the ancient heritage of knowledge and experience.

Union Minister for AYUSH Prataprao Jadhav said, the Government
remains committed to advancing the development of Unani medicine and
other Indian systems of medicines ensuring that they contribute
meaningfully to public welfare and the overall health of the global
community.

Union Minister of State for PMO Dr Jitendra Singh said, a big change
has come with the establishment of AYUSH Ministry in 2014 by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. He said, be it Yoga, Ayurveda or Unani, the world
has seen the effectiveness of it during COVID pandemic.

Secretary in Ministry of AYUSH Vaidya Rajesh Kotecha said, today the
AYUSH industry is undergoing a big change. He said, the AYUSH sector
market which was 2.85 billion dollars in 2014 has gone up to 23 billion
dollars in 2024.



Every year, the 11th of February marks Unani Day, celebrating the
birth anniversary of eminent Unani physician, educator and freedom fighter
Hakim Ajmal Khan.

<><>L<><>
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GAURAV:::RZ EPP 11-02-2025
LS- FM REPLY EARLY

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman today said that the government
is using 99 percent of borrowings for capital expenditure and creating
capital assets. She added that the effective capital expenditure is 4.3
percent and the fiscal deficit is 4.4 percent of GDP, indicating that the
government is using all borrowed resources for financing effective capital
expenditure and creating capital assets. The Minister stated this while
replying to the discussion on the Union Budget in the Lok Sabha. She
added that the Union Budget 2025-26 balances national development
necessities with fiscal priorities. She said that the General Budget 2025-26
has come at a time of immense uncertainties and changes in the global
macroeconomic environment. Mrs. Sitharaman said India continues to be
the fastest-growing economy.

<><><><>
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