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:: THE HEADLINES ::

e Centre approves 1,554 crore rupees additional assistance to five states affected by natural
calamities, including Nagaland.

e National Commission for Scheduled Tribes Chairperson Antar Singh Arya, urges youth to
safeguard tribal culture

e Revolutionary initiatives making rural lives comfortable, says Rural Development Minister

e And, Health Department informs on new regulations for packaged drinking water.
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The High-Level Committee, under the Chairmanship of Union Home Minister Amit Shah, has
approved additional Central assistance of over one thousand 554 crore rupees from the Nation al
Disaster Response Fund (NDRF) to five states, including Nagaland, affected by natural calamities such
as floods, flash floods, landslides, and cyclonic storms during the past year. Over 170 crore has been
approved for Nagaland, more than 288 crore rupees for Tripura 608, crore rupees for Andhra
Pradesh, over 255 crore for Odisha, and more than 231 crore for Telangana. The Home Ministry said,
this additional support is separate from the funds already allocated to the states by the Centre under
the State Disaster Response Fund (SDRF). During the financial year 2024-25, the Central government
released more than 18 thousand 322 crore rupees to 27 states under the SDRF and over four
thousand 808 crore rupees from the NDRF to 18 states.
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National Commission for Scheduled Tribes (NCST) Chairperson Antar Singh Arya, has called upon the
youth to safeguard the tradition, culture, and language of the tribal community. Addressing the 22nd
Foundation day of NCST, he emphasized that the Commission is actively engaging the youth in this
endeavor through the Jan Jagran Awareness program. Noting that the Commission is diligently
executing the initiative of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s Ek Ped Maa ke Naam, Mr Arya said the
Commission plants a sapling in every district visited by its members. The Chairperson said that this
initiative supports and aligns with the tribal community’s motto of Jal, Jungle, and Jameen.
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Rural Development Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan has said, several revolutionary initiatives have
been taken by the Central government to make the lives of rural citizens more comfortable. He
added that these initiatives have provided new momentum to the country's economy. The Minister



was addressing the 77th session of the Executive Committee of the African-Asian Rural Development
Organization (AARDO) in New Delhi today. Mr Chouhan emphasized that India, with its unwavering
support and assistance to AARDO, will empower the rural community.

Highlighting initiatives like Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act, Pradhan
Mantri Grameen Sadak Yojana, Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam campaign, National Rural Livelihoods Mission,
and Lakhpati Didi Yojana, Mr. Chouhan said, earlier India depended on other countries for food but
today the country is not only self-reliant in food production but also helping other nations.
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Department of Health & Family Welfare has informed on certain amendments made to the Food
Safety and Standards (Prohibition and Restrictions on Sales) Regulations, 2011. The amendment
removes two clauses which required manufacturers to obtain the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS)
Certification Mark for packaged drinking water and mineral water. Accordingly, Food Business
Operators involved in the manufacture of water are no longer required to acquire the BIS
Certification Mark. However, they must still obtain a mandatory Food Safety License Certificate
through the online portal at www.foscos.fssai.gov.in, and also secure a water test report from a FSSAI
Notified Laboratories. Further, the packaged water must clearly display key details on the label, such
as product name, name and address of manufacturer, Date of processing and Best before date,
among others.
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Gyanesh Kumar today assumed charge as the new Chief Election Commissioner at Nirvachan Sadan
in New Delhi. Mr Kumar succeeds Rajiv Kumar who completed his tenure yesterday. In his message
after assuming charge, Mr Kumar said, the first step for nation building is voting and every citizen of
India who has completed 18 years of age should become an elector and always vote.

Before his elevation as CEC, Mr Kumar was an Election Commissioner since the 15th of March last
year.
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Department of Fisheries & Aquatic Resources, Peren organized A one-day workshop on
"Entrepreneurship Development in Commercialization of Common Carp Breeding" at Ramdi Thou
Farm, Mhainamtsi, Jalukie today. The workshop aimed to empower fish farmers by providing
knowledge and skills on how to successfully breed Common Carp. The department highlighted the


http://www.foscos.fssai.gov.in/

potential of Common Carp breeding in enhancing employment opportunities for rural and
marginalized communities, as well as food security and nutrition by increasing availability of protein-
rich fish. During the workshop, farmers were sensitized on National Fisheries Digital Platform,
Pradhan Mantri Matsya Kisan Samridhi Sah Yojana, and Kissan Credit Card Scheme. The training also
included demonstration on preparation of fish feeds. Altogether, 13 fish farmers from Jalukie Block
attended the workshop.
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Governor of Nagaland, La Ganesan is set to Pungro on the 27th of this month. In view of this, a
consultative meeting of all heads of offices under Pungro Sub-division was held today. The meeting
was also attended by ward chairmen, and representatives from NGOs. As part of the arrangements,
a mass social work will be conducted on 25th of February.
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A five-member Indian delegation, including two from Nagaland recently visited New Zealand to
strengthen cooperation in kiwifruit development. The representatives from Nagaland included
Horticulture Director Meyasashi, and Joint Director S. Senka. The visit was organized by the New
Zealand Embassy in Delhi as part of the roadmap and strategy for developing kiwifruit industry in
India, in collaboration with Zespri International Limited, New Zealand. During the visit, the
delegation engaged in extensive discussions with key stakeholders in Auckland, New Zealand, and
visited multiple kiwifruit orchards, export packhouses, and nurseries to gain insights into best
practices in cultivation, post-harvest management, and export procedures. Nagaland, being the
second-largest kiwifruit producing state in India, stands to benefit significantly from international
collaborations, especially with New Zealand, the world’s leading producer and exporter of
Kiwifruit.
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Regional Transport Authority (RTA), Kohima has invited applications from eligible unemployed
youths of Kohima district for 110 Two Wheeler Taxi Permits. Out of the total, ten permits are
reserved for female candidates, subject to availability. A notice by Kohima Deputy Commissioner &
Chairman RTA, Kumar Ramnikant, said applicants must be unemployed indigenous inhabitants of
Nagaland and residents of Kohima, aged between 18 and 35 years. Application forms will be issued
at DC Office, Kohima from tomorrow and the last date of submission is 11th of March by 4:00 PM.
The notice said, shortlisted candidates will undergo riding test and
interview.
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