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SHIVRAJ - PM KISAN



Prime Minister Narendra Modi will release the 19th instaliment of the
Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN) scheme on Monday from
Bhagalpur, Bihar. The scheme provides six thousand rupees annually to
landholding farmers in three equal installments.

Addressing a press conference in New Delhi today, Union Agriculture
and Farmers Welfare Minister Shivraj Singh Chauhan said, two crore 50
lakh farmers from across the country will join this program physically and
virtually. He said, a total of three lakh 46 thousand crore rupees has been
disbursed so far under the scheme. Mr Chauhan added that PM-KISAN has
brought a big change in the lives of small farmers.

(Byte - Shivraj Singh Chauhan)

<><>DIPENDRA/1306

HIMANI RANA::DIVYA DP-I

21.02.2025
MAHAKUMBH - DD DG

Director General of Doordarshan, Kanchan Prasad today said that
Mahakumbh in Prayagraj is a confluence of Faith, Culture and Spirituality.
Addressing the Kumbhvani Station in Sector 4 of the Mahakumbh, Ms
Prasad said that Kumbhvani has been an incredible medium to spread the
message of this divine event to the hearts of everyone. She hoped that this
Station will continue to impart knowledge, devotion and determination to
its listeners. Ms Prasad also highlighted that the sangam of the rivers
Ganga, Yamuna and Saraswati fills the devotees taking a holy dip here with
spiritual peace and new energy.

[ SB - Kanchan Prasad / mail ]

<><>ADARSH/1400

HIMANI RANA::DIVYA DP-1
21.02.202
INVEST KERALA SUMMIT



Union Minister of Commerce and Industry Piyush Goyal today urged
investors to take advantage of the investment opportunities and the high
quality talent and skills that India has to offer.

Addressing the Invest Kerala Global Summit in Kochi today, Piyush
Goyal said India's GDP of 4 trillion US dollars, which is poised to grow to a
35 trillion dollar economy within the next few years, offers an unmatched
opportunity for growth, development and other economic activities.

He noted that the entire country is working in the spirit of
cooperative federalism and collaboration to attract investments.

Earlier, inaugurating the event, Kerala Chief Minister Pinararyi Vijayan
assured that the state government will not leave any stone unturned to
make Kerala an attractive investment destination. Noting that the changes
brought about by the state government to achieve this are not incremental
but substantial, the Chief Minister said the government has taken a holistic
view and are paying equal attention to all matters from policy formulation
to last mile implementation.

Investors from both India and abroad, diplomats and other business
leaders are participating in the two day event.

<><>Raj Mohan/Kochi/MAIL/1340 HRS

HIMANI RANA DP-I
21.02.2025
SHAH - WESTERN COUNCIL

Union Home Minister Amit Shah will chair the 27th meeting of the
Western Zonal Council at Pune, Maharashtra tomorrow. The Western Zonal
Council comprises the states of Gujarat, Goa, Maharashtra and the Union
Territories of Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu. The zonal
council will discuss broad issues related to infrastructure, mining,
environment and forests, food security parameters and other subjects of
common interest at the regional level.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has stressed on the need to leverage
cooperative and competitive federalism for all round development of the
country. The zonal councils provide a platform to enhance cooperation
through a systematic mechanism for regular dialogue and discussion on
issues affecting two or more states or the Center and the States. Mr Shah



has also stressed on the cooperative federalism approach to empower
states and promote better understanding between the Centre and the
states.

<><>DIPENDRA/1400

HIMANI RANA DP-I 21.02.2025
SC- APPOINTMENTS

The Supreme Court collegium headed by Chief Justice Sanjiv Khanna
has approved the proposal for appointing three additional judges as
permanent judges in the Bombay High Court. In a meeting held yesterday,
the collegium approved the names of Justices Shailesh Pramod Brahme,
Firdosh Phiroze Pooniwalla and Jitendra Shantilal Jain as permanent
judges.

It also recommended that the term of Additional High Court Judge
Justice Manjusha Ajay Deshpande, should be extended for a year in the
Bombay High Court. The collegium also approved the proposal for
appointing five additional judges as permanent judges in the Madras High
Court. Those recommended include Justices Ramasamy Sakthivel, P
Dhanabal, Chinnasamy Kumarappan, and Kandasamy Rajasekar.

<><><> VISHNU/PTI/1404 HRS

GAURAV EP-I
21.02.2025
EVE PM AKHIL BHARTIYA MARATHI SAHITYA SAMMELAN

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today inaugurated the 98th Aknhil
Bharatiya Marathi Sahitya Sammelan at Vigyan Bhavan in New Delhi. The
three-day Sammelan will host a diverse array of panel discussions, book
exhibitions, cultural performances, and interactive sessions with eminent
literary figures. The three-day event will celebrate India's rich culture and
heritage. It will host a diverse array of panel discussions, book exhibitions,
cultural performances, and interactive sessions with eminent literary
figures. It will celebrate Marathi literature’s timeless relevance and explore
its role in contemporary discourse, including themes of language
preservation, translation, and the impact of digitalization on literary works.



<><>Anupam/Ph/Suparna/1750 hrs

21.02.2025
REV. DAY PM-SOUL CONCLAVE

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has stressed that the country
requires energetic leaders in every sector as India is emerging as
a global power house. He said, the country needs such world class
leaders who can set trends and find solutions to global
complexities.

The Prime Minister today inaugurated the first edition of the
School of Ultimate Leadership (SOUL) Conclave at Bharat
Mandapam in New Delhi. Addressing the gathering, the Prime
Minister emphasized that steps must be taken to create a world
class governance and policy making ecosystem by connecting
with the global best practices.

(S/B- PM Modi)

Highlighting the importance of SOUL in creating world
class leadership, Mr. Modi said, human resources play a major role
in the development of a nation. He said, every Indian is working
very hard to achieve the vision of Viksit Bharat and the country
need resources that can drive innovation and skills. Prime
Minister expressed confidence that SOUL will shape leaders who
can excel nationally and globally. He added that establishment of
the School of Ultimate Leadership is an important step towards
the journey of Viksit Bharat.

(S/B- PM Modi)

Speaking on this occasion, Bhutan's Prime Minister Dasho
Tshering Tobgay said that the SOUL is the brainchild of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and it is yet another testament to the
Prime Minister's unwavering commitment to nurturing authentic
leaders. He said, India is poised to become the Viksit Bharat.

(S/B- PM Tobgay)

The two-day SOUL Leadership Conclave will serve as a premier
platform where leaders from diverse domains like politics, sports, arts and
media, the spiritual world, public policy, business, and the social sector will
share their inspiring life journeys. The School of Ultimate Leadership is an
upcoming leadership institution in Gujarat designed to enable authentic
leaders to advance the public good. The aim is to broaden the landscape of



political leadership in India through formal training and to include those
who rise through merit, commitment, and passion for public service, not
just from political lineage. SOUL brings in insights, skills, and expertise
necessary to navigate the complex challenges of leadership in today's
world.

<><><>Dipendra/Bhupendra/1235

GAURAV EP-I
21.02.2025
MEA-BRIEFING
External Affairs Ministry today said that the recent
statements about USAID funding are troubling and lead to
concerns about foreign interference in India's internal affairs.
Briefing media in New Delhi this afternoon, Ministry spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said relevants departments and agencies are
looking into this matter. His said this while replying to a query on
US President Donald Trump's remarks about USAID funding.
(S/B RANDHIR JAISWAL)
Mr. Jaiswal has also said that the government of India accords high
priority, safety, security and well Being of all international students in the
country. He said, the Ministry has been in constant touch with the Odisha
government and KIIT authorities since the matter of the death of Nepali
girl came to light. He said, the Ministry is in close contact with the
Nepalese authority. Mr Jaiswal said, Odisha Police has made several arrests
including the accused and cases have been filed against them.
<><>Suparna/1656 HRS
GAURAV EP-
I 21.02.2025
JAISHANKAR- CHINESE FM
External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar held a meeting with his
Chinese counterpart Wang Yi today on the sidelines of the G20 Foreign
Ministers' Meeting in Johannesburg, South Africa. Briefing the media in
New Delhi, External Affairs Ministry spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said they
reviewed developments in the bilateral relationship, specifically the
management of peace and tranquility in the border areas. He added that



the Kailash Mansarovar Yatra, resumption of direct flight connectivity, and
travel facilitation were discussed during the meeting.

(S/B RANDHIR JAISWAL

In his opening remarks at the meeting, External Affairs Minister Dr.
Jaishankar noted that India and China have worked hard to preserve and
protect the G20 as an institution. He said this in itself testifies to the
importance of international cooperation. Dr. Jaishankar stated that India
and China are members of the G20, SCO, and BRICS. He emphasized that
there are also regional and global issues of mutual interest, where an
exchange of perspectives will be to both nations' mutual benefit.
<><>Suparna/1711 hrs



