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SWATI DP-1 09.01.2024
REV PM-PRAVASI BHARATIYA DIVAS

Prime Minister Narendra Modi formally inaugurated the 18th Pravasi
Bhartiya Divas Convention at Bhubaneswar in Odisha today. Speaking on



the occasion, the Prime Minister commended the Indian diaspora for
serving as the nation's "ambassadors to the world." Expressing gratitude to
the diaspora, Mr Modi added that he has always considered Indian
community members as India's ambassadors. He said, the love and respect
he received from them worldwide remains unforgettable. Mr Modi said, the
Indian diaspora has excelled worldwide and their accomplishments make
the country proud. Prime Minister Modi underscored the role of Indian
values in gaining global respect for the diaspora. He said, in the last ten
years, he met several world leaders. Every leader of the world lauds the
Indian diaspora. He said, one of the main reasons for this is the social
values, that Indian diaspora embed in the societies of the world.
Highlighting the significance of India's democratic ethos, Mr Modi said,
India is not just the 'mother of democracy,' but democracy is ingrained in
our way of life."

VIKRAM MISRI

Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri and Acting Foreign Minister of Afghanistan,
Mawlawi Amir Khan Muttagqi, discussed various issues pertaining to bilateral
relations as well as regional developments in Dubai yesterday. External
Affairs Ministry said in a statement that in the meeting, Foreign Secretary
underlined India’s historic friendship with the Afghan people and the strong
people to people contacts between the two countries. He conveyed India’s
readiness to respond to the urgent developmental needs of the Afghan
people. The two sides evaluated the ongoing Indian humanitarian
assistance programmes. The Afghan Minister appreciated and thanked the
Indian leadership for continuing to engage and support the people of
Afghanistan.

TIRUPATI STAMPEDE

In Andhra Pradesh, six people died and about 40 people injured in a
stampede at the token issuing counter in Tirupati last evening ahead of
Vaikunta Ekadasi Darshanam scheduled from 10 to 12 January. The injured
people have been hospitalized. Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu
condoled the deaths and directed the officials to provide best medical care
to the injured. He will visit Tirupati this afternoon and review the situation.
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DAY PREZ-PM-STAMPEDE

President Droupadi Murmu and Prime Minister Narendra Modi have
expressed grief over the loss of lives during stampede at Tirupati in Andhra
Pradesh. In a social media post, the President extended her condolences to
the bereaved families and prayed for the speedy recovery of those injured.
The Prime Minister said, his thoughts are with those who have lost their
near and dear ones. Mr Modi also prayed speedy recovery of the injured.
He added that the State Government is providing all possible assistance to
those affected. At least six people lost their lives and several others were
injured after a stampede broke out in Tirupati town during the distribution
of tokens Vaikunta Ekadasi Darshanam yesterday.
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Cold wave conditions have intensified in most parts of North India. India
Meteorological Department has warned that temperature in the region is
likely to dip further. Due to a western disturbance, there is a possibility of
rain and snowfall in parts of northwest India later in the week. According
to IMD, cold wave conditions are expected to prevail over Himachal
Pradesh, Punjab, Rajasthan, West Madhya Pradesh, Jammu-Kashmir,
Ladakh, Gilgit, Baltistan and Muzaffarabad for the next two days. The
weather department has also forecast dense to very dense fog conditions
over Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi and Uttar Pradesh till tomorrow.
Cold day conditions are expected to prevail over Uttar Pradesh and Madhya
Pradesh today. The dense fog conditions have disrupted train and flight
services across North India.

HOCKEY INDIA LEAGUE

In Hockey India League, Dutch drag-flicker Jip Janssen's hat-trick
guides Tamil Nadu Dragons to a 6-5 win over Team Gonasika at the Birsa
Munda Hockey Stadium in Rourkela last night. The result takes the Tamil
Nadu Dragons to the second spot on the standings with nine points in four
matches. Vedanta Kalinga Lancers will face Team Gonasika in Rourkela at
8:15 PM today.



