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REV. PREZ - NATIONAL SPORTS AWARD

President Droupadi Murmu conferred the National Sports Awards
2024 at Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi today. World Chess Champion D.
Gukesh, double medalist at the Paris Olympics Manu Bhaker, Men's Hockey
Team Captain Harmanpreet Singh, and gold medalist at the Paris
Paralympics Praveen Kumar were honoured with the prestigious Major
Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna Award.

The award is given for the spectacular and most outstanding
performance in the field of sports by a sportsperson over the past four
years. Para-Shooting coach Subhash Rana, Shooting coach Deepali
Deshpande, Hockey coach Sandeep Sangwan, Badminton coach S
Muralidharan and Football coach Armando Agnelo Colaco were presented
Dronacharya Award.

The Arjuna Award was given to 32 Sportspersons. They include
Athletes Jyothi Yarraji and Annu Rani, Boxers Nitu and Saweety, Chess
player Vantika Agrawal, Hockey players Salima Tete, Abhishek, Sanjay,
Jarmanpreet Singh and Sukhjeet Singh. Para-Archer Rakesh Kumar, Para
Athletes Preeti Pal, Jeevaniji Deepthi, Ajeet Singh and Sachin Khilari among
others received the Award.

Veteran Athlete Sucha Singh and veteran para swimmer
Murlikant Petkar were honoured with Arjuna Awards (Lifetime).
The Chandigarh University received the Maulana Abul Kalam Azad
(MAKA) Trophy as the overall top performing university in Khelo



India University Games.
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SINGAPORE PREZ - ODISHA VISIT

Singapore President Tharman Shanmugaratnam will be arriving in
Bhubaneswar on a two-day visit to Odisha from today. The visit of
Singapore President assumes significance as it will be his first visit to the
state ahead of the 'Utkarsh Odisha: Make-in-Odisha Conclave', scheduled
on 28th and 29th of this month. He will be accompanied by a high-level
delegation, including ministers, Members of Parliament and officials. Chief
Minister of Odisha Mohan Charan Majhi will meet the Singapore President
this afternoon.

Mr. Shanmugaratnam will take part in a MoU signing ceremony later
in the evening to extend cooperation in Technical and Vocational Education
and Training to further enhance the skill development ecosystem,
particularly for the semiconductor industry in Odisha. The Singapore
President is also scheduled to visit the World Skill Centre set up at
Bhubaneswar by Singapore’s Institute of Technical Education and
Education Services. He is scheduled to visit the heritage village at
Raghurajpur, Sun Temple in Konark and a vaccine manufacturing plant at
Andharua on the outskirts of Bhubaneswar tomorrow.

<><><> Prakash Dash, Bhubaneswar, Mail, 0734 HRS
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17.01.2025
REV. TELANGANA - REVANTH REDDY

Telangana Chief Minister Revanth Reddy has urged the Central
government to support the transformation of Hyderabad's public transport
into a 100 per cent electric model. In a series of meetings with Union
Ministers in Delhi yesterday, Mr. Reddy sought environmental clearances



for key development projects in the state. The meetings were held at the
respective offices of Union Environment Minister Bhupender Yadav and
Union Heavy Industries Minister HD Kumaraswamy. An official release from
the Ministry of Environment noted that the Chief Minister highlighted the
stalling of 161 projects across Telangana due to delays in environmental
and forest clearances. He emphasized that these projects, including 38
requiring wildlife-related permissions, are crucial for developing remote and
Left-Wing Extremism-affected areas.

<><>M S LAKSHMI/HYDERABAD/MAIL/0731 HRS

VISHNU MP-II

17.01.2025
WPL - CRICKET

The Board of Control for Cricket in India, BCCI, has released the
much awaited schedule for the Women's Premier League (WPL) 2025. The
third season of WPL will commence with the match between defending
champions Royal Challengers Bengaluru and Gujarat Giants on 14th of
February at the BCA Stadium in Baroda. All the matches will begin at 07:30
PM. This time, Baroda, Bengaluru, Lucknow and Mumbai will host the T20
tournament. The final leg of the tournament will unfold in Mumbai at the
Cricket Club of India, where play-off matches are scheduled. The final
match will be played on 15th of March in Mumbai.

<><><> CHIRAG/NET/0720 HRS
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Minister of State for External Affairs, Kirti Vardhan Singh has said that
people-to-people engagement based on a desire for mutual progress and
prosperity are the corner stones of India- Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
relationship. In his inaugural message at the Kochi Dialogue 2025 last
evening, the Minister said, instead of viewing India-GCC relationship
through the decades old prism of energy, trade and diaspora, the union
government has expanded structured collaboration in sectors like
renewables, emerging technologies, innovation, healthcare, space and
defence. He noted that the announcement of India-Middle East-Europe
Economic Corridor at the G-20 Summit in New Delhi has opened a new
perspective for trade and connectivity.



Delivering the special address at the event, the Secretary-General of
the GCC, Jasem Mohamed Albudaiwi said there is a need to deepen
cooperation between India and GCC in areas like technology and
innovation, food security, climate change, free trade and education. He
observed that the relationship between India and GCC countries is more
vital and stronger than ever before. Besides India and the GCC countries,
the Kochi Dialogue 2025 is being attended by diplomatic communities and
delegates from Australia, Malaysia and Sri Lanka. The event will draw to a
close today.

<><><> Raj Mohan, Kochi, Mail, 0723 HRS
GAURAV EP-I
16.01.2025
REV PM - QS WORLD FUTURE

The QS World Future Skills Index has ranked India 2nd for Digital
Skills, ahead of Canada and Germany. In a social media post, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi expressed happiness over this achievement. He
said, over the last decade, the government has worked on strengthening
the country's youth by equipping them with skills that enable them to
become self-reliant and create wealth. The Prime Minister stated that the
insights from the QS World Future Skills Index are valuable as the country
moves further on the journey towards prosperity and youth empowerment.
Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said, skilling India is a
mission taken up by the Central government on the path towards
Viksit Bharat. She said, this new QS World Future Skills Index
identifies India for its Digital Skills, AI and Green Skills. Mrs
Sitharaman said, Skilling country's youth is a priority for the
government. India has ranked 4th in Artificial Intelligence and
Green Skills.

<><>DIPENDRA/1940 HRS
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DAY PM-BHARAT MOBILITY

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the Bharat Mobility
Global Expo 2025 at Bharat Mandapam in New Delhi in a short while from
now. It is the largest mobility expo in India. Ahead of inauguration, Mr



Modi visited the pavilions at the expo.

Speaking on the occasion, Union Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal
said that Bharat Mobility Global Expo 2025 has become the world's second-
largest event in automobile and related trade. He added that India has
become the largest manufacturer of three-wheelers and tractors.

The six day Bharat Mobility Global expo will be held across three
separate venues - Bharat Mandapam and Yashobhoomi in New Delhi, and
India Expo Center and Mart in Greater Noida. The Expo will offer a unique
platform to showcase innovations and advancements in the automotive and
mobility sector. This year’s expo will have a special emphasis on the global
significance with participation from across the globe as exhibitors and
visitors.

The theme of this Expo is Beyond Boundaries: Co-creating Future
Automotive Value Chain. This vision aims to foster collaboration and
innovation across the automotive and mobility sector, emphasizing
sustainable and cutting-edge technological advancements. Over five
thousand international participants and eight hundred exhibitors will
showcase their products in the expo. In addition, the Expo will also feature
states sessions to showcase policies and initiatives in the mobility sector to
enable collaboration between industry and regional levels. The entry to the
Bharat Mobility Global Expo is free for all visitors from 19th to 22nd
January.

<><>DIPENDRA/PH/PALLAVI/1145 HRS
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MORN. VP - LAKSHADWEEP

Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar will be on a three-day visit to
Lakshadweep, starting today. This will be his maiden visit to the Union
Territory since assuming office. During his visit, Mr. Dhankhar is scheduled
to attend a public function and inaugurate various public projects. He will
also interact with members of Self-Help Groups and beneficiaries.

<><><> CB/DIPENDRA/0501 HRS
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MORN. PM - SVAMITVA SCHEME

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will distribute over 65 lakh property
cards under the SVAMITVA Scheme to property owners in over 50
thousand villages across ten states and two Union Territories tomorrow via
video conferencing.

The scheme, launched by the Prime Minister, aims to enhance the
economic development of rural India by providing a Record of Rights to
households through advanced drone technology for surveying. It also
facilitates property monetization, enables access to institutional credit
through bank loans, reduces property-related disputes, and supports better
property assessments and property tax collection in rural areas.

So far, drone surveys have been completed in over 3.17 lakh villages,
covering 92 per cent of the targeted areas. Nearly 2.25 crore property
cards have been prepared for more than 1.53 lakh villages. The scheme
has reached full saturation in Puducherry, Andaman and Nicobar Islands,
Tripura, Goa, Uttarakhand, and Haryana. Drone surveys have also been
completed in Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, and several
Union Territories.

<><>CB/DIPENDRA/0429 HRS
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DELHI NOMINATION

Today is the last day to file nominations for the Delhi Assembly
elections. A total of eight hundred 41 nominations have been filed so far.
The nomination process began on the 10th of this month, while candidates
can withdraw their nominations until Monday. Voting for the Delhi
Assembly elections will be held on the 5th of next month, with the counting
of votes scheduled for 8th February.
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