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24.01.2025

JITENDRA SINGH

India is gearing up to deploy its first human-operated underwater
submersible as part of the Deep Ocean Mission. Union Minister of State for
Science and Technology, Dr. Jitendra Singh said that the submersible,
designed for a depth of up to 500 meters, is expected to launch this year,
with plans to extend its reach to 6,000 meters by next year. The



announcement was made during the second meeting of the Mission
Steering Committee at Prithvi Bhawan, New Delhi. The Deep Ocean Mission
aims to explore underwater resources, improve knowledge of deep-sea
ecosystems, and advance India’s blue economy. The mission’s objectives
include identifying critical minerals, rare metals, and undiscovered marine
biodiversity, which have economic and environmental implications. It will
also contribute to sustainable fisheries and biodiversity conservation,
providing long-term benefits to India’s scientific community and economy.
Dr. Singh highlighted the parallel progress of the Deep Ocean Mission and
the Gaganyaan space program, which aims to send humans to space. This
alignment represents India’s advancements in both marine and space
technology.

Various Sources/0705

SHUKLA MP-1
24.01.2025

AMIT SHAH - NUCFDC

Union Home and Cooperation Minister Amit Shah will inaugurate the
corporate office of the National Urban Cooperative Finance and
Development Corporation (NUCFDC) in Mumbai today. On this occasion,
several key initiatives in the cooperative sector will be launched to further
strengthen Prime Minister Narendra Modi's vision of "Sehkar Se Samriddhi”.
Mr Shah will also release the annual calendar of activities for the
International Year of Cooperatives 2025, launch training programs for
10,000 newly formed multipurpose cooperative societies across the
country, and introduce a ranking framework for primary cooperative
societies. Government has approved setting up of an Umbrella
Organisation, namely, National Urban Cooperative Finance and
Development Corporation (NUCFDC) to address the difficulties being faced
by urban cooperative banks in their business. This will help about 1,500
Urban Cooperative Banks (UCBs) with the necessary IT infrastructure and
operations. The umbrella organization was directed by RBI to obtain paid-
up capital not later than one year from the date of registration i.e. by 8th
February, 2025. Mr Shah will launch the training programme of 10,000
newly formed Multipurpose Cooperative Societies, which will enhance the
efficiency of these societies by empowering them with necessary



competencies.

CB/VARIOUS SOURCES/0510

NATIONAL GIRL CHILD DAY

National Girl Child Day is being celebrated across the nation today,
with a focus on raising awareness about the rights, education, health, and
safety of girls in society. Observed annually on 24th January, this day
serves as a reminder of the importance of treating every girl with respect
and ensuring they have equal opportunities to grow, learn, and thrive. The
day also marks the anniversary of Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao scheme
launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 22nd January 2015. This
landmark initiative aims to address critical issues such as female foeticide,
child marriage, and gender discrimination, while promoting girls' education,
health, and safety.

The theme for National Girl Child Day 2025 is “Empowering Girls for a
Bright Future." This theme emphasize the need to offer girls equal
opportunities to lead and shape their future while recognising their role in
society.

ASSAM EARTHQUAKE

An earthquake of magnitude 4.8 hit Assam and several northeastern
states last night. However, no damage to properties or loss of life was
reported. According to the National Centre of Seismology (NCS), the origin
time was 00:53 HRS and the epicenter was located in Myanmar at a depth
of 106 kilometers beneath the Earth's surface. Jolt due to the quake was
felt by residents in many places of northeastern states including Nagaland,
Manipur and Mizoram.

J&K - DGP

Jammu and Kashmir Director General of Police Nalin Prabhat visited
the forward areas of Basantgarh to assess the operational preparedness at
the strategic tri-junction of Kathua, Doda, and Udhampur. Akashvani
Jammu Correspondent reports that the police chief commended the
personnel for their exceptional dedication and hard work in maintaining
security in these critical areas. He emphasized the importance of building
and sustaining public trust and directed the forces to implement enhanced
security measures to ensure peace and stability in the region.



CIA NEW DIRECTOR

The United States Senate has voted to confirm former Director of
National Intelligence (DNI) John Ratcliffe as the next Central Intelligence
Agency (CIA) Director under President Donald Trump. The Upper Chamber
yesterday voted 74-25 to approve the nomination of Mr Ratcliffe, who
served as Trump's DNI for the last eight months of his first term.

In a social media post, the White House shared the news by saying
that John Ratcliffe's confirmation as Director of the CIA marks a significant
step in advancing President Trump’s vision to restore America’s strength on
the world stage.

MAHA KUMBH - DRONE SHOW

A 3-day spectacular drone show will begin today at Maha Kumbh
Mela in Prayagraj. The devotees will witness a special drone show, where
the heritage of Sanatan tradition will be showcased through modern
technology. The main attraction of this grand drone show will be the
spiritual story of Maha Kumbh, in which Indian and traditions will be
presented in a unique way. The show, featuring 2,500 ‘Made in India'
drones, will be held over three days, with each day showcasing a unique
theme. These drones will create captivating scenes in the sky at Sangam,
depicting the story of Samudra Manthan and the scene of the receipt of
Amrit Kalash from the struggle between the gods and the demons. The
origin and importance of Kumbh Kalash will also be presented in an
attractive manner. This will be the first time that a drone show will be
organised on such a large scale at Maha Kumbh Mela in Prayagraj.

HIMANI RANA DP-I

24.01.2025
PM KARPURI THAKUR

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today paid tribute to former Bihar Chief
Minister Bharat Ratna Karpuri Thakur on his birth anniversary. In a social
media post, Mr Modi said that Mr Thakur dedicated his entire life to social
justice and made many efforts in this direction. He added that Mr Thakur's
life and ideals will continue to inspire every generation of the country.

BHANU/0910

SHUKLA DP-1



24.01.2025
PM GIRL CHILD

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has extended his greetings on National
Girl Child Day. In a social media post, Mr Modi said, the government has
focused on sectors like education, technology, skills, healthcare among
others which have contributed to empowering the girl child. He added that
the government is equally resolute in ensuring that no discrimination
happens against the girl child. Mr Modi also reiterated the government's
commitment to keep empowering the girl child and ensure a wide range of
opportunities for them. He said that the country is proud of the
accomplishments of the girl child across all fields and their feats continue
to inspire everyone.

BHANU/0841

HIMANI RANA DP-II
24.01.2025

US COURT-CITIZENSHIP ORDER

In the United States, a federal judge yesterday temporarily blocked
President Donald Trump’s executive order denying US citizenship to the
children of parents residing in the country illegally or on temporary visas.
US District Judge John Coughenour issued a 14-day temporary block,
calling it blatantly unconstitutional during the first hearing in a multi-state
effort challenging the order.

The 14th Amendment to the Constitution promises citizenship to
those born on US soil, a measure ratified in 1868 to ensure citizenship for
former slaves after the Civil War. In an effort to curb unlawful immigration,
President Trump issued the executive order on Monday just after being
sworn in for his second term.

The order will deny citizenship to those born after 19th of February
whose parents are in the country illegally or on temporary visas. It also
forbids US agencies from issuing any document or accepting any state
document recognizing citizenship for such children.

President Trump’s order drew immediate legal challenges across the
country, with at least five lawsuits being brought by 22 states and a
number of immigrants rights groups. A lawsuit brought by Washington,



Arizona, Oregon and Illinois was the first to get a hearing.
Judge Coughenour has scheduled a hearing on 6th of February to
decide whether to block it long term as the case proceeds.
The Department of Justice has said in a statement that it will
vigorously defend the President’s executive order, which it said correctly
interprets the 14th Amendment of the U.S. Constitution. <><><>

SWATI/IANS/NET/0945

HIMANI::DIVYA DP-I 24.01.2025
J&K- SECURITY ARRANGEMENTS

In Jammu and Kashmir, enhanced security arrangements have been put in
place and security has been significantly tightened to prevent any
disruptions and ensure smooth conduct of Republic Day celebrations on
January 26 across the Union Territory. Akashvani Jammu Correspondent
reports that the main function will be held at the Maulana Azad Stadium in
Jammu, where Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha will preside over the
ceremony and take the salute and Chief Minister Omar Abdullah will be the
chief guest. Extensive deployment of police and paramilitary forces has
been ensured, especially along the International Border (IB) and Line of
Control (LoC). Senior police officers have personally reviewed security
arrangements in sensitive border areas to ensure effective coordination
among various agencies. The security forces have intensified frisking and
vehicle checks in various districts. To enhance security measures, advanced
surveillance technologies, including drones and high-resolution CCTV
cameras, have been deployed to monitor the event venues and
surrounding areas.

N. GULSHAN RAINA ,JALANDHAR,MAIL, 1140 HRS.



