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PR :: MADHVI DP-1

14.01.2025
FESTIVALS

Makar Sankranti, Pongal, Bihu, and Uttarayan are being celebrated
with great fervor across the country today, marking the harvest season and
the spirit of gratitude and togetherness.

Makar Sankranti has brought people together to take holy dips in
sacred rivers like the Ganga and Yamuna.

In Tamil Nadu, the vibrant festival of Pongal is in full swing. Families
are cooking the traditional sweet dish, Pongal, in decorated earthen pots,
offering it to the Sun God as a gesture of gratitude.



In Assam, Magh Bihu, or Bhogali Bihu, is being celebrated with
traditional fervor. In Gujarat and other parts of western India, Uttarayan,
the festival of kites, has filled the skies with vibrant colors.

These festivals, though celebrated differently across regions, reflect a
shared cultural richness and gratitude for nature’s bounty.

NET/0942 HRS

PR DP-I
14.01.2025
PM- GREETINGS

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has greeted fellow countrymen on the
auspicious occasion of Makar Sankranti, Pongal,Magh Bihu and Uttarayan.
In a social media post, Mr Modi said that these festivals will bring success
and happiness in everyones' lives. He added that these festivals will further
the spirit of happiness and togetherness.

<><>AMAN/0922

SHUKLA MP-1

14.01.2025
IMD - WEATHER

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast Cold wave
conditions in isolated pockets over Himachal Pradesh and Very Dense Fog
Conditions during night and early morning hours in many parts of Punjab,
Haryana, Chandigarh, Himachal Pradesh, and Uttar Pradesh today. Similar
conditions are expected over Rajasthan, Bihar, Uttarakhand, Sub-
Himalayan West Bengal, Sikkim and the North Eastern states for the next
few days.

The weather agency has said that cyclonic circulation lies over the
Comorin area and its neighbourhood. Under its influence, light to moderate
rainfall accompanied with thunderstorms is very likely at isolated places
over Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Karaikal, Kerala, Mahe, coastal Andhra
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu till 16th of this month. It has also advised the
fishermen to not venture into South Sri Lanka coasts, southeast and
adjoining southwest Bay of Bengal, Gulf of Mannar and adjoining Comorin
area Till 16th of this month.

<><>AMAN/0700
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14.01.2025
REV. MAHA KUMBH

At the Mahakumbh in Prayagraj, the Makar Sankranti Amrit Snan is
underway. Among the 13 Akharas, each Akhara has been notified of its
designated time and sequence. The Mahanirvani Panchayati Akhara was
the first Akhara to take the holy dip at the Triveni Sangam early this
morning. Shri Panchayati Akhara Nirmal will be the last Akhara to take the
Amrit Snan. Elaborate security arrangements are in place for the grand
event. Yesterday, over one crore fifty lakh devotees and pilgrims took the
holy dip as world’s largest spiritual and cultural gathering Mahakumbh
began on Paush Poornima.

Flower petals were showered on devotees from helicopters. The
Maha Kumbh will continue till Mahashivaratri on 26th February.
Now we go over live to our correspondent Anupam Mishra who is
at Triveni Sangam in Prayagraj.
Q1. Anupam, how the rituals are progressing on Makar Sankranti
Amrit Snan and what enthusiasm you are witnessing ?

(LIVE - ANUPAM)
Q2. What arrangements are in place for smooth conduct of Amrit
Snan?
(LIVE - ANUPAM)
Thank you Anupam for that update
<><>ANUPAM/ANAND/PRAYAGRA]/0710

SHUKLA:: AARTI MP-I
14.01.2025
TELANGANA KITE FESTIVAL
Telangana Tourism Minister J Krishna Rao and Transport Minister P
Prabhakar formally inaugurated a three-day International Kite and Sweet
Festival at Parade Grounds last evening as part of the Sankranti
celebrations.
The Telangana State Tourism and Culture Department has organised
the festival showcases a vibrant mix of entertainment, cultural heritage,
and culinary delights.
<><>M S Lakshmi, Hyderabad, Mail/0716
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14.01.2025
DR. JAISHANKAR :INDIA RISING GLOBAL STATURE

External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar has highlighted India’s
rising global stature and its unique ability to navigate a polarized world
while providing meaningful assistance during challenging times.

Addressing the Indian diaspora in Spain, he emphasized India’s approach
of “Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, and Sabka Vishwas” on the global stage.
DR. JAISHANKAR SOUND BITE

/["There are very few countries today who are in a position to talk to
both Russia and Ukraine, or to Israel and Iran. Prime Minister Modi is able
to do both. Similarly, very few countries can simultaneously be members of
the QUAD and BRICS. This is something very unique. If you look at the
world today, it is a very polarized world. In such a scenario, India is a
country that is able to take Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, and Sabka Vishwas
into the world.” //

Dr. Jaishankar also expressed optimism about India-Spain relations,
stating that ties between the two nations are on the cusp of significant
advancement.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi will launch Mission Mausam in New
Delhi today with the goal of making the country a weather-ready and
climate-smart nation. Mr. Modi will launch this mission during the
celebrations of 150th Foundation Day of India Meteorological Department
(IMD) at Bharat Mandapam. He will also address the gathering on the
occasion. The Mission Mausam aims to achieve its target by developing
cutting-edge weather surveillance technologies and systems. The initiative
will implement high-resolution atmospheric observations, next-generation
radars and satellites, and high-performance computers. It will also focus on



improving the understanding of weather and climate processes and
providing air quality data, which will help in strategizing weather
management and intervention in the long run.

National Testing Agency (NTA) has postponed the UGC NET December
2024 exam which was scheduled for tomorrow. In a statement, the NTA
said, it has received representations to postpone the UGC NET examination
on account of Pongal, Makar Sankranti and other festivals on 15th January.
The new date of exam will be announced later. NTA further said that the
examination scheduled on 16th January will be conducted as per earlier
schedule.

SHUKLA MP-1

14.01.2025
TRAINS-DELAYED

The movement of several trains is affected as dense fog has engulfed
the Delhi-NCR region, causing low visibility. According to Indian Railways,
as many as 39 Delhi-bound trains have been delayed by up to Several
hours. These include the Gorakhdham Express, Kaifiyat Express, Duronoto
Express, Poorva Express, Prayagraj Express, and Humsafar. Passengers are
advised to check the latest status of the trains before arriving at the station
to board them.

<><><>AMAN/0757

SHUKLA MP-1 14.01.2025
KERALA - MAKARAVILAKKU

In Kerala, elaborate security arrangements have been put in place for
the Makaravilakku festival at Sabarimala Hill Shrine today. Kerala police
have deployed over 5000 security personnel spread across Sannidhanam,
Pampa, and Nilakkal. Apart from police, the personnel of the fire and
rescue department, NDRF have also been deployed at vantage points for
the "Makara Jyothi" darshan which is expected to be viewed by over 2.5
lakh devotees.



