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SHUKLA :: ANJALI P-1 13.01.2025

PM - SONAMARG TUNNEL (For 0800/0815 hrs)

The Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate and dedicate the
prestigious Sonamarg Tunnel to the nation today in Central Kashmir's
Ganderbal district. The Sonamarg Tunnel will significantly reduce the travel
time to just 20-25 minutes between Gagangeer and Sonamarg in
Ganderbal district. The opening of the tunnel will boost up domestic and
international tourism in Sonamarg, while providing all weather connectivity
between Sonamarg and Gagangeer that leads to approach road towards
under construction Zojila tunnel. The tunnel will increase socio economic
development throughout the region including Kargil and Leh districts. The
Tunnel is a game-changer for the region, offering more than just a
connection between Gagangeer and Sonamarg. The tunnel is equipped
with cutting-edge technologies that provide real-time updates and
seamless connectivity for users. This futuristic infrastructure will enhance
the travel experience and also set a new standard for road connectivity in
the region. The work on the Tunnel project began in May 2015 and was
completed last year. More from our correspondent:

[V/C - TARIQ]

The strategic six and a half kilometre Sonamarg Tunnel will
be a major step towards making the Ladakh region accessible by
road throughout the year. This engineering marvel is poised to
unlock the full potential of the region’s trade and tourism sectors.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi is scheduled to address a public
rally after the inaugquration of the tunnel. Union Ministers Nitin
Gadkari, Dr Jitendra Singh, J&K Lt Gov Manoj Sinha, Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah, Senior Ministers and Officials will be
present on the occasion. Hoteliers, Traders and common people
have expressed their happiness and joy over completion of the
prestigious project. They hope the tunnel project will open up
employment opportunities for the people in the region. Prime
Minister will also interact with the engineers and other workforce
of the project. TARIQ RATHER, AKASHVANI NEWS,SRINAGAR

TARIQ/SRINAGAR/MAIL/0730
MN DP-1 13-01-2025



AMIT SHAH-LOHRI

Home Minister Amit Shah expressed his heartiest greetings today on
the festival of joy, enthusiasm, and excitement, Lohri. In a social media
post, Mr. Shah wished that this festival bring happiness and prosperity in
everyone's life.
PRIYA/1023HRS
SHUKLA DP-I 13-01-2025
PREZ-LOHRI
President Droupadi Murmu today greeted all Indian people living in the
country and abroad on the auspicious occasion of Lohri, Makar Sankranti,
Pongal, and Magh Bihu. In a social media post, the President said that
these festivals symbolize the rich cultural heritage of the country and
showcase unity in diversity. She asserted that these festivals also provide
opportunities to express gratitude to our farmers for their tireless hard
work. President Murmu wished that this holy festival brings happiness and
prosperity to the life of every person.
<><><>PRIYA/0915HRS

SHUKLA DP-1 13-01-2025
VP-FESTIVAL

Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar today extended warm wishes on
the auspicious occasion of Lohri, Makar Sankranti, Magha Bihu, and Pongal.
In a social media post, Mr. Dhankhar said that these festivals, each
uniquely celebrated across our nation's diverse landscapes, represent the
country’s age-old tradition of honoring the harvest season. The Vice
President wished the sacred flames of Lohri and Magha Bihu dispel all
adversity; the soaring kites of Makar Sankranti fill the hearts of the citizens
with jubilation, and the traditional sweetness of Pongal brings forth
moments of celebration and happiness.

<><><>PRIYA/0953HRS

SHUKLA DP-I 13-01-2025
PM-MAHA KUMBH

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today wished everyone on the
commencement of Maha Kumbh 2025 at Prayagraj. In a social media post,
the Prime Minister called it a special day for crores of people who cherish
Bharatiya values and culture. He remarked that Maha Kumbh embodies the



timeless spiritual heritage of the country and celebrates faith and harmony.
Mr. Modi expressed happiness seeing Prayagraj abuzz with countless
people coming there, taking the holy dip, and seeking blessings. Wishing
all the pilgrims and tourists a wonderful stay, the prime minister showed
optimism that this huge festival of Indian spiritual tradition will bring new
energy and enthusiasm to the lives of the pilgrims and tourists.
<><><>PRIYA/0933HRS

SHUKLA DP-I 13-01-2025

TRAINS-DELAYED

The movement of several trains is affected as dense fog has engulfed
the Delhi-NCR region, causing low visibility. According to Indian Railways,
as many as 12 Delhi-bound trains have been delayed by up to two hours.
These include the Poorva Express, Shramjeevi Express, Purushottam
Express, Gondwana Express, and Kaifiyat Express. Passengers are advised
to check the latest status of the trains before arriving at the station to
board them.

<><><>PRIYA/0939HRS

SHUKLA :: ANJALI MP-1I 13.01.2025
RUNWAY - FLIGHTS RESCHEDULED

As part of the renovation works at Thiruvananthapuram International
Airport, the runway will be closed during the daytime. The airport
authorities have informed that the surface of the runway will be completely
replaced, with re-carpeting work being carried out. The renovation works
will commenced since last day and are expected to be completed by March
29. During these dates, the runway will be closed from 9:00 AM to 6:00 PM
each day. Flight services during these hours have been rescheduled, and
the concerned airlines will notify passengers about the new timings.In line
with international standards, the runway's resurfacing will ensure adequate
friction for aircraft takeoffs and landings.

Mayusha/Thiruvananthapuram/Mail/0752 HRS

MN::DIVYA DP-I1 13.01.2025
SL - 13 RESERVOIRS



In Sri Lanka, 13 reservoirs have started spilling due to high rainfall in
the catchment areas in the northern part of the island. Sri Lanka’s
Irrigation Department reported that Mahakandarawa, Mahawilachchiya,
Nuwara Wewa, and several others have reached spill level. Residents and
those frequenting areas downstream of these reservoirs have been advised
by the authorities to remain vigilant for sudden floods. The increased water
levels are attributed to heavy showers occurring in the sea areas on the
western side of the island. Meanwhile, the met department has said that
rains are expected in several parts of the island and has advised caution
due to strong winds.

Dr. Ahmed Muyeen Farooqi/Colombo/MAIL/1110 HRS.
MN DP-I 13.01.2025

DELHI LG-KEJRIWAL

Delhi Lieutenant Governor Vinai Kumar Saxena has rejected Aam
Aadmi Party Convener Arvind Kejriwal’s allegation that during a recent
Delhi Development Authority (DDA) meeting the land use of Shakur Basti
area has been changed. He termed the allegation as basless saying the
DDA has neither changed the Land Use of this colony nor has given any
eviction or demolition notice. He added that during DDA’s meeting two of
AAP's MLAs were present. Mr. Saxena alleged that the AAP leader is
deliberately misleading people. He urged him to stop making such
statements otherwise DDA will take action against him.

[BYTE VK SAXENA]
<https://x.com/ANI/status/1878485675055686048>

Meanwhile BIP has also questioned Mr. Kejriwal over the issue. Party
leader Harish Khurrana accused Mr. Kejriwal and his party leaders of
having habit of spreading rumours, which is being exposed now. He also
asked the AAP convener to apologize to the people over the issue.

[BYTE HARISH KHURRANA]
<https://x.com/ANI/status/1878663634534212013>

<><><>DIWAKER/SUMIT/1145



MN DP-II 13.01.2025
HOCKEY INDIA LEAGUE

In the Women’s Hockey India League (HIL), Shrachi Rarh Bengal
Tigers will be up against JSW Soorma Hockey Club at the Marang Gomke
Jaipal Singh Munda Astro Turf Stadium in Ranchi. The match will begin at
06:00 PM. The inaugural Women's HIL got underway with a glitzy
ceremony where artists showcased the culture of Jharkhand in Ranchi
yesterday. In the opening match, Odisha Warriors defeated Delhi SG Pipers
4-0. Meanwhile, in the Men's HIL, the Tamil Nadu Dragons will face Delhi
SG Pipers at the Birsa Munda Hockey Stadium in Rourkela this evening.
The match is scheduled to start at 08:15 PM. Yesterday, Hyderabad
Toofans registered a commanding 5-1 win over Vedanta Kalinga Lancers to
move to the second spot in the standings.

<><><>CB/NET/1156 HRS

MN DP-II 13.01.2025
US-WILDFIRES

Wildfires in the greater Los Angeles area have claimed 24 lives,
burned through 40,000 acres, and destroyed over 12,300 structures,
leaving entire communities devastated. The fires, which began Tuesday
night, are among the most destructive in the county's history, according to
Los Angeles Fire Chief. Evacuation orders are in place for 105,000
residents, with an additional 87,000 in evacuation warning zones, ready to
leave at a moment's notice. Los Angeles County has declared a public
health emergency, citing serious health risks from smoke and particulate
matter. The largest fire, Palisades, is only 13 per cent contained, while the
Eaton fire is 27 per cent contained, and Hurst is 89 per cent contained.
Three smaller fires-Kenneth, Sunset, and Sunswept-have been fully
contained. Firefighters are working tirelessly to bring the deadly blazes
under control.

<><><>MANIK/IANS/1030



