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SHUKLA MP-I
13.01.2025

REV. MAHA KUMBH

The Maha Kumbh Mela 2025 began today in Prayagraj on Paush
Poornima with the first Amrit Snan. Millions of devotees, pilgrims and
visitors are taking holy dip at various ghats of Triveni Sangam, the
confluence of river Ganga, Yamuna and Saraswati. The grand event will
continue till Mahashivaratri the 26th February. Government has left no
stone unturned to ensure the event is safe, secure, and memorable. A
Seven layer security is in place for Maha Kumbh.

Maha Kumbh 2025 in Prayagraj will be the world’s largest cultural
and spiritual gathering, with over 45 crore devotees expected to attend.
Indian Railways is operating more than 10 thousand trains, including three
thousand 300 special trains to ensure the safe and efficient travel of



millions of devotees to and from Prayagraj. Government has given special
emphasis on infrastructure creation, safety, cleanliness, health, water
supply, electricity supply and others.

ANUPAM/ANAND/PRAYAGRAJ/0500

SHUKLA MP-I

13.01.2025

EAM - SPAIN VISIT

External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar will embark on a two-day

official visit to Spain today. This will be his first visit to Spain as External

Affairs Minister. During the visit, Dr. Jaishankar will meet the leadership of

Spain and hold discussions with his Spanish counterpart Manuel Albares on

the entire gamut of bilateral relations as well as regional and global

matters of mutual interest. He will also address the 9th Annual Conference

of Spanish Ambassadors and meet the Indian community.
CB/PALLAVI/0438

SHUKLA MP-I
13.01.2025
BJP - LIST
BJP has announced its candidate from Mustafabad constituency in

the upcoming Delhi Assembly elections. The party has fielded the Delhi BJP
MLA Mohan Singh Bisht from this seat. The party had released its second
list of 29 candidates on Saturday. Out of the total 70 assembly seats, the
BJP has so far announced candidates for 58 seats.

CB/PALLAVI/0540

SANJIO :AK EP-I
12-01-2025
TN CM - FISHERMEN ISSUE

Tamilnadu Chief Minister M.K.Stalin has urged the Union Government
to take strong diplomatic measures' and find a permanent solution to
prevent the arrests of fishermen by the Srilankan Navy. In a letter to
External Affairs Minister Jaishankar today he pointed out that eight
fishermen from Rameswaram were apprehended by the Srilankan Navy
and the two mechanised boats were also seized. The Chief Minister wanted



the intervention of the appropriate diplomatic channels to take up the
cause of the fishermen against the arrests. <><><>

Joy/Chennai/MAIL/2007 HRS

SHUKLA MP-I
13.01.2025
PM - SONAMARG TUNNEL

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the Sonamarg Tunnel
project in Jammu and Kashmir today. This tunnel will provide all-weather
connectivity between Srinagar and Sonamarg en route to Leh. During the
visit, the Prime Minister will also meet the construction workers and
acknowledge their contribution to this engineering feat. The Sonamarg
Tunnel project, around 12 km long, has been constructed at a cost of over
two thousand seven hundred crore rupees. It comprises the Sonamarg
main tunnel, an egress tunnel, and approach roads. The tunnel will ensure
safer and uninterrupted access to the strategically critical Ladakh region by
bypassing landslide and avalanche-prone routes. It will also promote
tourism by transforming Sonamarg into a year-round destination, boosting
winter tourism, adventure sports, and local livelihoods. It will also boost
vehicle speed from 30 kilometres per hour to 70 kilometres per hour,
ensuring seamless connectivity between Srinagar Valley and Ladakh. This
enhanced connectivity will boost defense logistics, drive economic growth,
and promote socio-cultural integration across Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh.

CB/PALLAVI/0405

SHUKLA MP-11 13.01.2025

THAILAND - ADGMIN

The 5th ASEAN Digital Ministers’ Meeting (ADGMIN) will begin today
in Bangkok, Thailand. The event will bring together ASEAN ministers
responsible for digital policies to discuss the region’s digital future and
enhance collaboration with dialogue partners, including India, China,
Japan, South Korea, and United States.

This year’s theme, "Secure, Innovative, Inclusive: Shaping ASEAN's
Digital Future," focuses on addressing cybersecurity threats, fostering
technological innovation, and promoting equitable access to digital tools.



Delegates from all 10 ASEAN countries, Timor-Leste, and the ASEAN
Secretary-General will participate in the discussions.

Key agenda items include updates on the ASEAN Digital Masterplan

2025, project progress under the ASEAN Telecommunication Regulators’
Council (ATRC), and approval of funding for 2025 initiatives through the
ASEAN ICT Fund.
The meeting will also highlight significant topics such as cross-border
privacy frameworks, digital identity verification systems, and the
governance of Generative Artificial Intelligence (AI). Delegates will review
and endorse key documents, including the Bangkok Digital Declaration and
a joint media statement.

CB/NET/0526

SANJIO EP-II 12.01.2025
REV. EVE WOMEN CRICKET-ODI

India defeated Ireland by 116 runs in the second match of the three-
match Women's One-Day International series at the Saurashtra Cricket
Association Stadium, Rajkot today. With this win, India have taken the
series with a game to go.

Opting to bat , India posted a competitive total of 370 runs for the
loss of five wickets in their 50 overs, with Jemimah Rodrigues leading the
charge, scoring 102 runs. Harleen Deol contributed a valuable 89 runs,
anchoring the innings with notable contributions from Smriti Mandhana 73
runs and Pritika Rawal 67 runs.

In response, Ireland made only 254 runs in the stipulated 50 overs
losing seven wickets. Coulter Reilly top scored 80 runs for the team.
Jemimah Rodrigues was declared player of the match.

The third match of the series will be played on 15th of this month.
<<<>>>

JPG/NET/ 1925HRS

SHUKLA MP-I
13.01.2025



PREZ - LOHRI GREETINGS

President Droupadi Murmu and Vice President Jagdeep Dhankar have
extended their greetings on the occasion of Lohri. They also extended their
greeted for the upcoming Makar Sankranti, Pongal, and Magh Bihu
festivals, which will be celebrated on the 14th of this month. In her
message, the President said that these festivals are symbols of the
country’s rich cultural heritage and bring enthusiasm and joy to everyone's
lives. She emphasized that these festivals are celebrated in diverse forms
across various regions of the country, underscoring their role in showcasing
the country’s harmonious relationship with nature. The President also
mentioned that people on these festivals take a holy dip in sacred rivers
and perform acts of charity on these occasions.

The President further expressed gratitude to the hardworking
farmers, who work tirelessly to feed the nation, highlighting that these
festivals are also associated with crops. She also conveyed hope that these
festivals would bring happiness and prosperity into everyone’s lives and
that the people would work together with greater vigour to make the
country a developed nation.

The Vice President underlined that these festivals represent country’s
age-old tradition of honouring the harvest season. He added that they
showcase the beautiful tapestry of cultural traditions that makes the
country truly exceptional.

CB/PALLAVI/0352

SHUKLA MP-I
13.01.2025
LOHRI - OM BIRLA

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla has extended greetings on the occasion
of Lohri. In his message, he said that the festival of Lohri celebrates the
bounty of nature, and the hard work and dedication of farmers. Mr. Birla
added that the festival of the harvest will bring festivity, happiness, and
prosperity to everyone’s home and growth and progress to the country.

CB/AMAN/0348
SHUKLA MP-1



13.01.2025
LOHRI

The festival of harvest, Lohri will be celebrated today in North India
especially in Punjab, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Delhi, Jammu and
Chandigarh. Lohri marks the end of the long nights of winter and welcomes
the longer days of summer, as the Sun begins its journey to the Northern
Hemisphere. Lohri is celebrated very enthusiastically and zestfully,
accompanied by many customs and traditions. The most prevalent tradition
associated with Lohri is the ritual of lighting bonfires, symbolizing the
obliterating forces of evil with good fortune arriving. People also perform
traditional folk dances around the fires of bonfires and exchange gifts with
friends and family. The festival is mostly associated with crop harvesting
and happiness. Popcorns, peanuts, Rewari and Gajak are distributed to all
neighbours, friends and relatives on the occasion.

CB/Various Sources/0345

SHUKLA MP-II
13.01.2025

TENNIS - AUSTRALIAN OPEN

In Australian Open 2025 Tennis, India’s Sumit Nagal crashed out
after losing in straight sets to Czechia’s Tomas Machac in first round of the
men’s singles event at Melbourne Park yesterday. Nagal lost to his world
No. 25 opponent 6-3, 6-1, 7-5 in two hours and five minutes. 27-year-old
Nagal was the only Indian singles tennis player in Melbourne.

India's doubles campaign will begin tomorrow with Rithvik Choudary
Bollipalli, N.Sriram Balaji and Yuki Bhambri in action. No Indian woman
made the cut for the Australian Open this year.

CHIRAG/NET/0625
JEETENDRA NP-I 12.01.2025

DR. S JAISHANKAR- TRUMP CEREMONY

External Affairs Minister Dr. S Jaishankar will represent the Indian
government at the swearing-in ceremony of US President- elect Donald
Trump as the 47th US President. He is set to attend the swearing-in
ceremony at the invitation of the Trump-Vance Inaugural Committee,
according to a Ministry of External Affairs press release. During the visit,



Jaishankar will also have meetings with representatives of the incoming
administration, as well as some other dignitaries visiting the US on that
occasion. The ceremonial event is set to take place on January 20,
approximately two weeks after Trump's electoral college win was certified
by the US Congress. Earlier on January 6, Trump's election victory was
certified ahead of his inauguration with no objections from any lawmakers
as the tally of states was announced on the House floor.

NET/2318HRS

SANJIO :AK EP-I
12-01-2025
CHAATTISGARG-MAOISTS

In Chhattisgarh, five Maoists, including two female rebels, were killed
in an encounter with security forces today. A joint team of security forces
was on a search operation in National park area of Bijapur district after
receiving intelligence inputs about the presence of Maoists in the area.

During the operation, an encounter took place today morning. Five
Maoists were killed in this gun battle. The security forces have recovered
the bodies of the killed Maoists. A large number of arms and ammunition,
including self loading rifle and BGL launcher, have also recovered from the
spot. <><><>

Vikalp Shukla/RAIPUR/MAIL/1854

HRS



