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PM MANN KI BAAT (EMBARGOED TILL MANN KI BAAT IS OVER)

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that the country is setting
new benchmarks in space technology, with visionary scientists and
innovators providing solutions to future challenges. Addressing the nation
in the 118th episode of his Mann Ki Baat programme on Akashvani today,
Mr. Modi commended the nation’s recent achievements in the space
sector.

Lauding the Bengaluru based Indian Space-Tech start-up, ‘Pixxel’ for
successfully launching the country’s first private satellite constellation
‘Firefly’, the Prime Minister called it a significant step towards self-reliance.
He said, this accomplishment highlights India’s position as a leader in
modern space technology and reflects the growing strength and innovation
of the private space sector.

(S/B- PM)

The Prime Minister also applauded the space docking of satellites,
saying that this technology is important for sending supplies to space
stations and crew missions in space. He said, India has become the fourth
country to achieve this success. He pointed out the efforts of scientists in
growing plants in space and noted that ISRO scientists successfully
germinated cowpea seeds there.Terming this as an inspiring experiment,
Mr. Modi said, it will pave the way for growing vegetables in space in
future. He also appreciated IIT Madras's ExTeM Centre which is working on
new technologies for manufacturing in space. This Centre is conducting
research on technologies like 3D-printed buildings, metal foams and optical
fibres in space. The Prime Minister said, research of ExTeM will strengthen
the country's Gaganyaan mission and the future space station and will also
open new avenues of modern technology in manufacturing. He extended
his best wishes to scientists, innovators and young entrepreneurs on behalf



of the entire nation.
(S/B- PM)

Prime Minister Narendra Modi extended his greetings in advance for
the 75th Republic Day saying that this year’s celebration is particularly
special as this year marks 75 years of the constitution coming into force.
Mr. Modi saluted the members of Constituent Assembly who contributed in
framing the Constitution. The Prime Minister remembered Baba Saheb
Ambedkar, Dr. Rajendra Prasad and Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukherjee saying
that citizens must take inspiration from thoughts of these great leaders.

(S/B-PM)

Prime Minister Modi also highlighted the importance of National
Voters Day which will be celebrated on 25" January. This day is important
because on this day the Election Commission of India was established.
Lauding the role and contributions of Election Commission, Mr. Modi said,
constitution makers have accorded a very important place to the Election
Commission in the Constitution and people's participation in democracy.
Terming India a Mother of Democracy, the Prime Minister said, democracy
has strengthened and prospered in the country. He lauded the Election
Commission for its commitment to conduct fair elections in the country and
leveraging technology in the voting process.

(S/B-PM)

On the on-going Maha Kumbh in Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh, the Prime
Minister said, this is an extraordinary confluence of equality and harmony.
He said, the Kumbh celebrates the festival of unity in diversity and people
congregate on the sands of the Sangam. He said, in the Kumbh, the rich
and the poor come together and take a dip at the Sangam which reflects
unity of the country. He said, Kumbh is organized at Prayagraj, Ujjain,
Nasik and Haridwar and on the other hand, Pushkaram is organized on the
banks of Godavari, Krishna, Narmada and Kaveri rivers. On the
participation of youth in the Kumbh, Mr. Modi said, when the young
generation connects with its civilization with pride, its roots become
stronger. He said, this time the country is witnessing digital footprints of
the Kumbh on a large scale and the global popularity of the Kumbh is a
matter of pride for every Indian. The Prime Minister pointed out that



Kumbh, Pushkaram and Ganga Sagar Mela festivals enhance social
coalescence, harmony, and unity.

(S/B-PM)

On the celebration of the first anniversary of the Pran Pratishtha Parv
of Ram Lalla, the Prime Minister said, lakhs of Ram devotees had a darshan
of Ram Lalla in Ayodhya and received his blessings on the day of Paush
Shukla Dwadashi. Mr. Modi stressed that efforts must be taken to preserve
the country's heritage and take inspiration from that while working on the
path of development.

(S/B-PM)

Highlighting the amazing bonding between humans and animals, Mr.
Modi said, Indian culture and heritage teaches us to live with love with the
surrounding animals and birds. Sharing the example of Naugaon of Assam,
he said, a team of villagers was formed, which was named 'Haathi Bandhu'
who made an unique effort of planting Napier grass on 800 bighas of
barren land. The Prime Minister also expressed happiness over the
formation of two new Tiger Reserves, Guru Ghasidas-Tamor Pingla Tiger
Reserve in Chhattisgarh and Ratapani Tiger Reserve in MP.

(S/B-PM)

On the completion of nine years of Start-Up India, the Prime Minister
said, the country's Start-Up culture is not limited to big cities and more
than half of the start-ups are from Tier 2 and Tier 3 cities. He said,
Ambala, Hisar, Kangra, Chengalpattu, Bilaspur, Gwalior and Washim are
becoming centers of Start-Ups, and the registration of Start-Ups has
increased by more than 200 percent last year in Nagaland. He said, Waste
Management, Non-Renewable Energy, Biotechnology and Logistics are the
sectors in which the most number of Start-Ups are being noticed. Quoting
Swami Vivekananda who had said that only the person who is passionate
about one’s idea is able to achieve one’s goal, the Prime Minister said, our
passion and dedication are of utmost importance to make an idea
successful. He said, the path to innovation, creativity and success is certain
to come up through complete dedication and enthusiasm.

(S/B-PM)



Remembering the contribution of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, the
Prime Minister said, the country will celebrate the 23" of January as
Parakram Diwas on Netaji's birth anniversary. Terming Subhash Babu a
visionary leader, Mr. Modi said, courage was ingrained in Netaji's nature.
The Prime Minister said, Netaji did many great things as an administrator
and his efforts for the welfare of people are remembered even today. Mr.
Modi urged the youth of the country to read as much as possible about
Netaji and derive inspiration from his life.

(S/B-PM)

Pointing towards good work done by the citizens for the
betterment of society and environment, Mr Modi highlighted the work of
Deepak Nabam of Arunachal Pradesh. He said, Mr. Deepak runs a Living-
Home, where mentally unwell, physically challenged and the elderly people
are served and drug addicts are taken care of. He said, the work of K.
Hindumbi, who works as a nurse on the Kavaratti island of Lakshadweep, is
also very inspiring. He also lauded the efforts of KG Mohammad of
Lakshadweep saying that the marine ecosystem of Minicoy Island is
improving with his hard work. The Prime Minister also expressed happiness
over the getting of GI Tag for Virgin coconut oil in Nicobar district. He said,
Self-help groups are being formed by organizing the women associated
with the production of this oil and they are also being imparted special
training in marketing and branding. He said, this is a big step towards
economically empowering tribal communities.
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AMIT SHAH

Union Home Minister Amit Shah will attend 20th Foundation Day
Celebrations of the NDRF in Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh today. On this
occasion, the Home Minister will inaugurate and lay the foundation stone
for projects worth over 200 crores rupees. The premises of three important
centers including the Southern Campus of the National Institute of Disaster
Management, Campus of the 10th Battalion of the NDRF, and the premises
of the Regional Response Centre in Supaul will be inaugurated today. Mr
Shah will also lay the foundation stone for a new ‘Integrated Indoor
Shooting Range’ at the National Police Academy (NPA) in Hyderabad,
where IPS probationary officers will be trained in firing skills. This



‘Integrated Indoor Shooting Range’ will be 50 meters long and will have 10
lanes, allowing ten individuals to practice firing simultaneously. The
shooting range will be operational in all weather conditions, fully
automated, and technologically advanced. It is being constructed at a cost
of 27 crore rupees. The state-of-the-art technology of this range will be in
line with international standards, and it will be a unique facility among all
police organizations in the country. During this visit, the Home Minister will
also inaugurate the state government’s Regional Forensic Science
Laboratory building in Tirupati.

News Pool

PRIME MINISTER

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will interact with the Bharatiya Janta Party
workers on the 22nd of this month in the Mera Booth Sabse Mazboot
Programme for the Delhi Assembly Polls. In a social media post, Mr Modi
urged the party workers to share their views on the programme.

News Pool

INDIAN MOBILITY MARKET

The Indian mobility industry is expected to double and surpass 600 billion
US Dollars by 2030, a report by Google and Boston Consulting Group said.
According to the Think Mobility Report, emerging revenue pools such as
electric, shared, and connected mobility are poised to contribute 100 billion
US Dollars to the total market by 2030, while a majority of the revenue will
come from classic revenue pools comprising classic components, sale of
new ICE (internal combustion engine) vehicles, finance and insurance etc.
The report said that around 51 per cent of respondents in the study
expressed concern about the non-availability of Electric Vehicle charging
infrastructure, 45 per cent about high vehicle cost, 31 per cent about
battery life and 20 per cent on a variety of models for four-wheeler (4W)
electric vehicles. According to the report, women now influence 52 per cent
of decision-making in the electric vehicles (EV) space, surpassing the 38
per cent for internal combustion engine (ICE) vehicles. The report also said
that there is strong demand in India, approximately 80 per cent for
features like infotainment, real-time parking assistance, and anti-theft



features, while the demand for globally popular connected features such as
remote controls remains relatively low. As the market evolves, high-tech
solutions should be viewed as tools for personal expression, designed to
cater to the diverse preferences of different consumer segments.

News Pool

WORLD BANK

The World Bank has projected 6.7 per cent growth for India, surpassing
global growth of 2.7 per cent. The January 2025 edition of the World
Bank’s Global Economic Prospects (GEP) report stated that India is set to
dominate the global economic landscape, maintaining its status as the
fastest-growing large economy for the next two fiscal years. The GEP
report credits this extraordinary momentum to a thriving services sector
and a revitalised manufacturing base, driven by transformative government
initiatives. From modernising infrastructure to simplifying taxes, these
measures are fuelling domestic growth and positioning India as a
cornerstone of global economic stability. The report also forecasts that
China’s economic growth will decelerate to 4 per cent next year.
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